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PREFACE.

The subject of this thesis is still a live issue.
If I offend people by wvhat I have written it is because of my
own. inadequacy or because of the standards by which I measure
events, I do not prefend to possess full information on
the subject and it would have helped me greatly if I had visited
the area of the killings;

I should like to record my thanks to Mr. W. G.
Murray'and Mr, Re. B. Stafford for the interviews they gave me;
to Mr. and Mrs, W, Heffernan, Mr. and Mrs, J. Hamlyn and all
the other Centralian residents who corresponded with me; to
Mf..ﬂ}vé..ﬁafciéy.ﬁnd’Mi,vi..Mciéaﬁ;'»tbjMf; T; G.VH.‘Stréhiow;
Rev. F. ¥, Albrécht and Mr. C. P. Mountford for supplying
native accounts Qf the killinés; and especially to the‘last

named for all his valuable suggestions. -

Jung, 1960,
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PROLOGUE., _
_ "The historian today is in dangex of forgetting that his
'primary responsibility' is 'the relation of his subject to the
wider affairs of contemporary life!, and that, although his
'immediate business! may be to lead his audience 'into the past’
he 'cannot, and does not, and should not, escape from presenting

to them, the citizens of the future, an outlook upon the present!,"

The scope of this thesis is, in a sense, narrow. It is
directly concerned only with a few months in time, a few thousand
square miles in space and a few hundred human beings. It tells
of the last serious clash in Australia between the aboriginal
inhebitants and the encroaching white settlers, of the last
and of its repercussionst a narrative packed'with drama and the

_8tuff of a successful film or novel.

However, in another sense the scope is very broad. I write
with a view to making, perhsaps, fuither investigations into the
history of Central Australia ahd touch on themes not wholly rele-
vant to the topic of this thesis; and I write with a fvision'! -
for Central Australia, Australia and the world.

Historians (to put it crudely) write of the past, strive
though they may to avoid it, in a way to suit themselves and, if
the sum of their attitudes be taken, in a way to suit the age and
civilization in which they live. ¥illy . nilly, history is
perverted. -

And every historian is a creator even if it be in spite of
himself - and Aristotle(z). His ideas about the past influence
thevfuture. For that very reason I believe that he should
deliberately seek to use the past to extend his will into the

© future, to influence the direction of scciety. And to give this

£ e T T et TSP T,



extension purpose he must acquire a 'vision' of and for

the future and orientete his thinking to it. The wisdom

of an idea about the past then becomes for him an historical
criterion and his attempts to change the world become more
vigorous than his attempts to understand the past; for he
possesses an instrument that he knows he can wield, while
accepting his task with humility, mightily for good.

’ That part of my 'vision' which is relevant to this

.jhesis is of a world where, the great age of colonization

over, all races live peaceably together; of an Australie

. where black and wvhite are happ@ly assimilated, where the

right of ingress and egress is denied to no-one, where -
reéources are developed to the full by a powerful State,
where surplus wealth is given to those who need it and whefe
cultures meet and interact to their mutual benefit; and of

& Central Australia as an area of economic wealth and a
mainspring of Australian culturel activity. This is perhaps
‘an unattainable ideal; but it exists already in the imyagina-
tion and is worth striving for. Of course, not all histor-
ians share my '‘vision'. Until Western societf, like the
Communi st vorld, dedicates itself to a common goal, the
'vigions' of its intellectuals must remain individual.
Vestern historians need nothing so much as a great prophet

on the direction of society whose lead they may follow:

& Marx or & Frederich Jackson Turner on a grander scale.
Every historian, I believe, should try to become that
prophet, until he comes or until a common 'vision' is

vorked out.

This is written to indicate my methods; to leave me
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untrammelled and without obligation to support my pre-
suppositions in the pages that follow; to heighten by
contrast what I have to say - for I decliberately measure
events against my 'vision' and do not hesitate to try to
present them in such a way that what was undesirable in
them may not happen again and what was revealed by then

(3)

vhat it is that makes a thesis - & synthesis ~ of this

as desirable may be heeded in the future ; and to show
vork, in my mind at least. ‘

, ¥hat I have written is but a poor effort to use the
historical instrument as I conceive it: it is difficult

to hold it steadily when operating upon the lower pertion .

of & country that moulded a philosophy like Xavier Herbert's.

CE OB % R R # ¥

I have thought it more profitable to record in detail
the immediate aspects and repercussions of the punitive
expeditions of 1928 than to dwell at great length upon their
distant reverberations: both because it suits my purpose
and because historians have consistently rcfused to under-
take such a task, presumably because they have not consider-
ed it worthwhile to go into gory details. All history hasr

a purpose if given one.
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Chapter 1

STAMPING GROUND.(1)

"Mr, FredericH Brooks, a prospector; was murdered by
blacks early in August of last year at a lonely spot 80 miles
north of Alice Springs and later an attack was made by blacks
on a station owner, Mr. Willism Morton. Mr. Brooks vas
assailed with spears, tomahawks and boomerangs. Police went
in pursuit and in a series of violent encounters 31 blacks
vere killed."

This resumé of a strange story from the Australian
sunlight was published in the London Times of 31/1/1929 for
those of its readers who had lost its thread in the London
foge. Though slightly sensational it adequately, except for

- one gross error, sums up the principal action of -the narrative .

set down in the following pages, the hub about which dis-
cussion turns.

The incidents referred to by the "Times" took place
not eighty miles north of Alice fiprings, but one hundred and
sixty miles north-west and further: the "Times" correspondent
in Adelsaside had apparently not yet adjusted his sense of
distance to Australian conditions. The north-west part of
Central Australia, then, is my chief stamping ground, and a
brief glance %Edthe geography, climate and history of this
little known area/of Central Australia, as far as it is rele~
vant and up to August 1928, when Brooks was murdered, will
greatly assiét the understanding of the tragic incidents of
late 1928,

The Lander River is the dominant geographical feature
of the north-west country. Its headquarters, discovered by

Gosse in 1873, are in the Reynolds Ranges(z), It sweeps its

sandy bed and bedding of gums around in a ‘broad arc right
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(3)

through the semi-dezert country of the Walpari

(4)

However, it flows only when the monsoons visit Central

tribe,

Australia, the tail end of which eases itself fairly regular-
ly from 13" at Barrow Creek to 5" at the South Australian
border(S). The ranges of Coniston Station catch more than
129, but west and north-west the raiﬁfall gradually decreases:
one enters the enormous, red, snonymous peneplain of the
Lander, an area not inaptly described by Douglas Lgckwood as
1Zero Land'ss) where the nulga gives way to hardier vegeta-
tion and where surface vater, if existent, is in small rock-
holes and crevasses mostly known only to the aborigines in
1928;(7) vhere granitic outcrops, like ancient skeletons
crumbled and worn, their red flesh flush at their feet, alone
(8)
Here many years ago the Walpari had come to make>their

(9),

but they managed to do so. This is perhaps their greatest

72
‘break the monotony. of its silver-grey surface

home It was a hard envircnment to come to terms with,
achievement and one which the white man is slow to acknowledge.'
It will be many years before white people come to terms with
this no-man's land én like measure, To adapt themselves to
it the aborigines were forced to develop a highly complex
social organization and skill themselves in the art of food
gathering(1o). Until the coming of the white man they were
fine physidal specimens, scarcely contaminated by disease
and knowing little hunger: +though by white man's standards
they were perennikally hungry, they had so conditioned them-
selves to it that this was not hunger to be hungry(11). They
were extremely mobile for an aboriginal tribe, being part>of
the great Pitjanda-spesking block whose territories extend
right across the Grest Victorian Desert(to)Tanami in the north
12

and the Canning Stock Route in the west « VWhenever hard

times came they could move up or in towards the Lander to

TR




- 3 -

better country. Thus they lived for centuries, knowing no
contact with any civilization radically different from their
own. Having little gauge of time and space, living in an
eternal dreemtime and bound together as & tribe. but loosely
from the family units up, they were poorly equipped to meet

(13)

the white man when he came

The white man came to Central Australia first in 1862.
J. M. Stuart passed close by the Walpari country, planting a
flag on top of Central Mount Sturt (Stuart) and a pious hope
that the dawn of civilization and christianity was about to

(14).

at the foot of the noble mount was littered with Domes of the

bresk upon the. aborigines Within a dozen years a creek

objects of his hopes indiscriminately massacred by a punitive
sxpedition' ),  South Australia

Northern Territory in the year after Stuart's journey and by
1866 a mob of her cattle were being depastured over the border
in Central Australia(16). By 1872 the Overland Telegraph
Line was compiéted and telegraph stations, inqluding Barrov

wvere
Creek, which figures in this history,/established at intervals

(17)

along it

Settlement moved in spear~head formation along the
Overland Telegraph Line, the first cattle station in the
MacDonnell Ranges, Undoolya, being formed in 1872(18). Only
after World War I did ssttlement spread to any great extent
west of Barrow Creek and Ti-tree Well, though some Jeases were
granted before and during the war,. Napperby was taken up in
1903 or 1904 and stocked probably only in 19157by'H. E. Tilmouth
and J. H. Turner(19)e Coniston lease further north was
granted in 1917 and stocked three or four years later by

Randall Stafford(2o). It is not known when W, Morton stocked

the 650 square miles he once held one hundred miles further

v g TN R T RIS S R A A L S e Oy T T
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down the Lander, but it was stocked in 1928 and appears on
2 map dated 31/3/1925(21)°

least, as Broadmeadows, and was the furthest ¥hi§e settlenent
' 22

It was knowny; to its owner at
down the life line of the VWalpari, the Lander Further
east Mount Peake was stocked by J. Wyckham and Matthews

between 1925 and 1927; V. Morton depastured cattle in the
Anningie country and was granted a leaée of 124 square niles
there on 17/1/1927; Ti-tree station was formed in 1919 by

Vo Heffernan and Pine Hill by T. Moar circa 1916. Coniston
remained the western outpost of settlement until 1932 when
Mount Doreen was stocked, though Cockatoo Creek lease, now
Mount Doreen, was granted 15/7/1927 and an unsuccessful attenpt

to stock it made(23).

The reason for the comparative slowness of settlement
west of Barrow Creek and Ti-tree Well -.bj.1928.fhé'sétfiefé
there comprised only a handful of Central Australials three
hundred and fifty(24) white people -~ was apparently the poverty
of some of the country, the great distances from supplies and
markets and the reputation of the blacks of that area for

cheekiness.(25)

Coniston homestead is in Anmatjera country.
To the north-east is the country of the Kaititj tribe who had
attacked Barrow Creek Telegraph Station in 1874 and Annas
Reservoir homestead in the same decade; to the south-west

the Gnalia tribe and te the north-west the Walpari who had
murdered Stewart near the Granites in 1910(26). When
Stafford stocked Coniston after the war he was told that it
was foolish and dangerous to go to that area(27). The

homestead he built looked like a fort(zs).

But the settlers were not greatly perturbed. They were
hardy, independent men with an immediate motive for gain,

WVhen drought came, as it did in 1927, they stuck it out,
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cushioning their minds on the thought that they were helping
to build the British Empire or were pioneering Australia for
the Australians(zg). They were 'small' men, starting with
little capital but with a lot of land based on liberal terms
and a forty-two year security of tenure: for by 1928 most of
those who previously held land under grazing licences had
converted them to leases(3o). Even in normal times their
life was not easy. Supplies took from two to three months
to get through over rutted tracks that dodged in and out
among the mulga, and the homesteads, where they existed at

(31)

all, were of the roughest order

None of the men I have mentioned were married, This

_ alone pedicates an aberration from the norm of white society.

(32), next to the réising of

The getting of piebald ponies
cattle, goats, sheep and horses, and mining, was the third
biggest industry of Central Australis, It had been given a
big £illip by the influx of miners to the Arltunga and ¥innecke
Depot gold-fields in the first decade of the present century$33}
By 1929 there were more than three half-castes in Central
Australia for every six whites, and in 1930 at least one third
of them were children under twelve years of age(34). Comboisn
'was practised openly, being condoned by officialdom, in spite

of the sevefe laws against it(35). : ‘

All the station owners used aborigines to help them

with their work, giving them in return 5/— a week and clothing

and tucker, if permanently employed(Bs)o_ If not, they received

clothing aend tuc%er only, which was usually the case in the
(37

Coniston area Stafford employed Anmatjera aborigines.

Morton was probably the only man employing any of the ¥alpari
in 1928, The settlers enforced a strict segregation between

all but black velvet and black labourers and themselvesg, a
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segregation which is still practised todaye. It was believed
that the aborigine should be 'kept in his place'. Even the

(38)

dogs of the whites lorded it over the mongrels of the camps.

Barrow Creeck Telegraph Station, Ti-tree Well and Rysan's
Well were the nearest means of communication they had with the
outside world. At these places they could send messages oVer
the telegraph line, None of these settlers, so far as it is
known, possessed a metor car in 1928, though motor transpoxrt

(39); and there were

was speeding up communication generally
no decent roads. Cattle were usually droved more than four
hundred miles down to the railhead at Oednadatta. From time
t0 time a race meet at Barrow Creek or Alice Springs might

be attended(40). The only church services were held in the
~Australian Inland Mission Hostel, built in 1924; the sermon -
(41). And the hostel

was the only place at which they could obtain medical aid of

being delivered by g passing preacher

any kind: people with serious illnesses had to undertake the
arduous journey to Adelaide by camel or horse and by train:

the more serious cases had to stay in the Centre and'dic(42).

In these conditions the Vardian concept of mafeship
flourished. The word 'mate! was bandied about freely: even
the aborigines should be mates - to one another(43). Each
settler of the Coniston country in 1928 had his matet
Stafford and Brooks; Morton and Sandford; Wchhém and Matthews;

Turner and Tilmouth ee... (44)

Conditions - among them the smallness of the community -
produced also a wider 'mateship'y, a strong sense of settler
solidarity over against the aborigines and 'the South! (45)¢
The settlers were resentful of armchair criticisms by people
in the South, especially when they were made in connexion |

with the ﬁb°r1€1n35(4 )° Their opinion that the aborigine
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should be 'kept in his place'!, was in direct contrast with
the doctrines being preached by men like Basedow and Spencer
that the aborigine was the white man's brother, of Caucasian

stock, his next of kin(47)°

The Centralians ran the country, within their limited
capacities, pretty much as they wanted to. They depastured
their herds on unleased country, prospected and mined in
aboriginal reserves and employed aborigines as they wished£48)
They were independent, not so much because they did not
want help or supervision, but because Sovernmental Control

was pitifully weak,

The Administration, in spite of the Northern Aust-
- ralia Act of 1926, was a shambles. . This Act, gazetted on

1/1/1927, was hailed as a sign that at last the Federal
aguthorities were turning their attention inland(49). But
even developmentally this was true only to a small degree.
The Act set up an expensive North Australia Commission of
three and vested it with the powers of thé Land Board of
the Northern Territory in the newly created Territories of
Central and North Australia. This was the only power it
had in Central Australia vhere D..Campbell, Stock Inspector

and Coroner, was its lone representative(Bo).

Naturally enough, Central Australia wes néglected,
as it had been in the pasta Little of the revenue from
lands was spent on developmental projects there and in 1928
not a penny of public moneys had been spent on boring for
water along the stock routes, the one great need of the
country(51). It i3 true that the railwsy from Oodnadatta
to Alice Springs was begun in 1928, but that was due neither

t0 the new Act nor to the efforts of the Commission.
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Central Australia was placed directly under the
control of the Department of Home and Territories 1,500
miles away in Melbourne (1ater in 1927 in Canberra) and
Jo Ce. Cawood was appointed Government Resident, the repres-
entative of the Federal Government in Alice Springs. He
was asked to report and advise on the developmental pros-—

(52)

was shackled by his responsibility to the Minister for Home

and Territories(izl-C. V. Co Marr, then Sir Neville Howse,

pects of Central Australia, which he seldom did y and

thep Co L. A, Abbott in the period under review. It took
eight days and often more to communicate with them by post,
His Advisory Council of two elected and two nominated
members was impotent. Government was primarily by Ordin-
ances which were usually drawn up in Canberra. and posted.
in the 'Northern Territory Times and Gazette! publishéd far
away in Darwin. Settlers complained about this method of
direct rule; but in many instances, direct though it was,

it did not reach them.

The Act had no provisions at all concerning the
aborigines and the Federal Governméht had no definite or
constructive policy towards them: even the 1918 Ordinance.
concerﬁing aborigines and subsequent amendments to it, such
as it was, was>not properly enforced, settler solidarity
reaching even unto officialdom. In introducing the Bill
for the Act to Parliasment Bruce called the development of
the Northern Territory Australia's greatest task and ex~
pressed hopes that Central Australia would one day becone-
a State(54). Apparently even hopes cast a shadov, for they

seem to have obscured the aboriginal problem.

S BT ST A T S TSI PR O Y SR S Ry ST S S N
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The police were still Protectors of Aborigines besides
being engaged in o number of other tasks. They constituted
almost the entire public service and also the smallest police
force in the world(ss). There were only seven policemen in
Central Australia in 1928, including the Commissioner of
Police who was also Government Resident, and only five police
stations, two of which, those at Barrow Creek and Arltunga,
had been built as recently as 1925, The Sergeant of Police
was also Chief Protector of Aborigines, Chief Mining Varden,
Clerk of the Court and Keeper of the Gaol(56). The police
received no training in the treatment of aborigines even
though their chief industry was arresting cattle killers.
_qutracg the offenders they used black trackers who were
supplied with‘afﬁs‘uhdef15;35‘of'Abérigihal'Ofdihénée No. 9
of 1918 and sometimes went alone after their man although
this(57). In 1927 they were

bereft of the_benevolent leadership of Sergeant Stott, one

reguiating
there were no lavs 5

time autocrat of Central Australia, who, finding it impossible
to work under the new Administration, took his final leave

(58)

in April .

Capital offenders were tried before the Supreme Court
at Darwin: only late in 1928 was provision made for it to
g8it in Central Australia(sg), by which time it was possible
to set up & jury list there, and only in 1929 did Central
Australia get its 'own'! court by an Ordinance(6o) which made
it one and the same, and interchangeable, with the court in
Darwin. Other offenders, mostly native, were charged
before a Special (that is, untrained) Magistrate, Mr, E,
Allchurch, also manager of the Alice Springs Telegraph Station:

as no Criminal Sittings were held in Alice Springs and as




it waé impracticable to take offenders to Darwin, all charges
had to be reduced to 'béing in unlawful possession!, the
penalties consequently rarely exceeding nine months imprison-
ment(61). Allchurch never decided, before his death in
1929, whether he was administering the South Australian
Criminal Law or the Centralian. Aboriginal offenders were
prosecuted by their Protectors and consigned to the Alice
Springs gaol and neck chains in charge of an '01d Timer'(62).
Some of them liked 'civilisation' so much that they becams

6
police trackers on being released( 3).

In 1928 there were representatives of three different
missionary institutions in Central Australia: Hermannsburg
- Mission Station on the. Finke, Mr., E. E. Kramer, an itinerant
uissionary of the Aborigines' Friends' Assbciation, and
Miss A. Lock(64) of the Australian Aborigines! Society, at
Harding Soak on the VWoodforde east of the Coniston country;
They added materially to the Government's poor effort by

supplying three of the eleven ration depots in the Centre(65)'

With affairs in such a state it is little wonder that
when tha worst(66) drought in Central Australia's history
set in in 1927, there was trouble between the settlers and
the aborigines. There was little to prevent it. Cawood
had heard complaints of cattle killing by the blabks'ever
since he had assumed office, All he had done was to ask
for more police(GGa) which he did not get until it was too
late. Official reports before the tragedy - and, indeed;
after it -« vhile admitting that there was an'unprecedented!
drought, denied that the bush natives vwere hungry or |
starving(67) . The southern Press and public opinion at

first had little to say on the matter: their attention was
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absorbed by 'The Half-Caste Problem'. But revelations
after the Coniston killings leave no doubt at all that many
bush natives, and even some of those within the pale of
civilization, were unusually hungrx,if not actually starving}
end often thirsty(68>°
North-~west of Coniston the great peneplain had been
baked dry and partly denuded of game by the drought. The
rabbits had entirely disappeared. What was more important,
water became scarce even for the myall who knew its sécret -
hiding places. The aborigine is everywhere naturally attract-
ed to-civilization for what he can get out of it and practises
an 'intelligent parasitism' which is detested by the hard
working, resourceful settler. The drought was an added
motive for him to come into the fringes of settlement. And
‘héAcémé-ih.1928°' 'Ih‘thétijeéf fhéfelﬁefé fumdufé)ﬁhiéh had'
begun already in 1925 or 1926, among Stafford's working boys,
that the people from the west were going to come in and oust
the white man from the country<69>. It cannot be established

that there was a concerted scheme among the VWalpari to effect

this. The myalls came in to the Lander chiefly for food and

water.

And the settler went to meet them: Morton had not
occupied Broadmeadows for very many years in 1928; WUyckham
had brought éattle over from Mt. Peake to better pastures on
the Lander; and Turner and Tilmouth had come to Stafford and
asked him where they could find feed for their hungry herdsf
He directed them to White Stone, & water sixty miles down the
Lander, and Tilmouth had taken 1500 bullocks there from their
overstocked holding at Happerby(7o). Thus in 1928 cattle
. were grazing along all the good country of the Lander, Thé

white settlers had to expand or watch their cattle, the
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careful gain of many years, die. And they could get only very

poor prices for those cattle they did manage to fatten.

Their movements must have affected the Walpari, not
only by encroaching on their game and water down the Lander,
but also by contributing to the undermining of the social
structure of the tribe. Nor were theirs the only movements.
A. Davidson had moved across the Lander plain in 1900 frem
$he—southeenst to Tanami where he discovered gold; Joe Brown,
Morton, Wyckham, O'Neill, Thomson and others had since gone
up the Lender to Morton's main camp and then struck across
to the goldfields; unsuccessful attempts had been made to
take cattle across to the Fitzroy River, but in 1926 two mobs
~ of horses got across. In 1921 Joe Brown discovered a lake
at the end of the Lander. it.isvﬁoﬁlcﬁiléd-iaké Sdrpriée
at the suggestion of Sergeant Noblet who made a trip up to
it in 1922. Ben Nicker went across to Tanami in 1926. In
1911 the Granites goldfields had been discovered and abandoned
because Stewart (sometimes spelt Stuart) the discoverer, was
killed by blacks. The fields were rediscovered in 1925 end
a number of parties went out there in 1926. This rediscovery
may have been identical with the legendary 'Vyckhan's Find!
in 1925 for vhich Joe Brown searched until his death in 1928,
major-mitchelling until he had eliminated almost every place
where it could be. The Kangaroo Prospecting Pérty, consist-
ing of D. MacDowall, A. Thomson and J. Young, went out after
it early in 1928, Rabbit Flat Well was built at the Granites
in1927 and in July 1928 Michael Terry's expedition was in the
Walpari country, the first to bust the rut across the Lander
plain for motor carse. He found, at No. 1 Granite, drawings

of stock brands by the aborigines(71)

It s evident, then, that disturbing influences had
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been among the Walpari for some time and that they were not
all uncontacted myalls. It is reasonable to deduce that by
1928 all had heard of the white men; that many haed had

dealings with'him; and that this had produced a psycholog-

ical bewilderment smong the members of the tribe.

Put there had been more than mere white movements
and encroachments before 1928. Three natives were shot
after Stewart was killed at the Granites. W, Barnes and
J. Leshy had in 1910 shot a black who attacked them on the
way’ to Tanami and ’once‘, south-west of the Granites,
W. Oats is reputed to have been ordered to clear out by a
mob of 300 blacks. In 1923 blacks at Tanami attacked
T, Laurie; J. Saxby, a prospector, fired a dozen shots at A
blacks who raided his camp in 1925 and admitted that he shot
to kill; in August 1926 the Walpari told Matthews of Mt.
Peake that it was a fine day for travelling; and just before
Brooks was killed C. Young and Carter, of the Mid Australian
Exploration Company, who had been out after Wyckham'!s Find,
had trouble with the blacks in the Coniston country(7 )

Nor did this sort of thing happen only in the Coniston
areae. Cattle killing was reported from all parts of Central
Australia and isolated attacks were made on settlers. The
number of prisoners in the gaol increased to capacity. One
has to be careful as to which reports he believes, but there
is abundant evidence that in 1928 trouble between black and
vhite was brewing. And no real and just effort was being
made to stop it. At Hermannsburg just before Brooks was
killed the Government Resident and Commissioner of Police
ominously remarked that it was time the blacks were taught

a lesson(73)°
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When the trouble did come and the blacks were 'taught s
lesson' the outside world was ready for the first time widely to
publicize and discuss it. There were many reasons for this,
the basic one being that the aborigines in Central Australia and
elsevhere were not getting a fair deal. Nasty incidents and
squalid conditions gradually impressed themselves on Parliament,
Press and public opinion until in 1928 a national consciencg in
relation to the aborigines was awskening. It must be remembered
that this was really its first awakening and that Governmental
attitude, though very humanitarian and optimistic in the early
_pa:t_qf.the nipetgenth century, had since become despairing and
apathetic(74). ' .

In 1904 Dr. W. E. Roth, appcinted a one-man Royal Commission
by the Western Australian Government, reported(75) on the dis-
gusting conditioﬁs and treatment of the aborigines in the West.
His report came as a revelation to many. More praise is due to
him for his initiative and courage than to the Government for
appointing him. The report grew more important over the years,
being constantly referred to in arguments for the betterment of
the aborigines.

Throughout the 'twenties the 'Half-Caste Problem! was one
of the most discussed topics concerning Central Australia. 1In
1913 the Administrator of the Northern Territory, after a visit

to Central Australia, wrote in his official report(76)

concerning
the disgusting conditions of the half-castes there; in 1922 a

Sectional Committee of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on
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Public Works reported(77)

to the House of Representatives con~
derning the disgraceful 'Bung! for half-castes at Alice Springs
and W. B. Spencer followed this up with a report in 1923. But,
as the Government persisted in doing nothing to remedy matters,
except for meking an unsuccessful attempt to find water in &
suitable locality for a half-caste home, the matter was taken

up by associatidns interested in the welfare of the aborigines

and the Press and it was discussed heatedly before and after the
Coniston killings. Centralians had brought the eyes of Australia
(78), '

upon themselves

However, the killing of a number of aborigines by a police

party in June 1926 after the murder of Hay in the Kimberleys and
the subsequent report(79) by Royal Commissioner G. Wood on the
affair aroused more interest in the sborigines than any other
incident before 1928, Missions and societies coﬁcerned for the
welfare of the aborigines (there were approximately thirty in
Australia at that time) the southern Press and Members of Parlia-
ment gave vent to their horror and indignation(go).

This incident was directly responsible for the setting up
of a Royal Commission to inquire fully into the conditicns of
aborigines and half-castes in North and Central Australia. 1In
April 1927 a deputation consisting of representéxiveS'of the
Association for the Protection of Native Races of Australia and
Polynesia, the Australian Board of Missions, the VWomen's League
and other associations presented a petition to the Federal

(81)

Parliament asking for a Royal Commission « Another petition
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, (82) _ o

was presented in May of the same year . At last,in

October 1927, Jackson, in the House of Representativés,_moved

for a Joint Select Committee to inquire into the matter. 1In
the debates on the motion then and in November Roth's report

and the 'Kimberley atrocities! were referred to fairly frequent-
ly, and a unanimous desire for an investigation displayed(83).
Over the seas people were beginning to show an interest in the
problem and their representations were not without effect on
sensitive Australian ears. Late in 1927, for example, a
deputation waited on the Australian High Commissioner in London
and pleaded for an investigation(BA). By March 1928 Mr.
Bleakley, Chief Protector of Aborigines in Queensland, had been
appointed a one-man Royal Commission to make the inquiry, which
he began in June.

At the.éame time there was a strong movement for more
native reserves in Austrslia. The Aborigines' Protection
League, which originated in Adelaide in 1925, was in the fore-
front of this movement. It was influenced by current ideas
of Indirect Rule and had its eyes on parts of Central Australia
(though chiefly on Arnhem Land) as a likely place for a 'Model
Aboriginal State's It had supporters in the Federal Parlia-
ment, Messrs Makin and Parsons, and the keen support in this
natter of the Anti-Slavery and Aborigines' Protection Society,
London, as indicated by that society's letter to the Minister

6
for Home and Territories of July 1926 (86) Other associations

. Y P A R I S S
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such as the Aborigines! Friends! Association of South Australia,
vhile disagreeing-on many points with the Aborigines' Protection
League, supported the movement for more reserves and the matter
provoked not a little discussion in the Press(87).

Anthropologists also, after an initial stimulus by
W. B. Spencer and F. J. Gillen in the 1890's, were taking a
keener intefest in the aborigines of Central Australia, not only
because Central Auétralia was a rich field for study, but because
many of them felt that if they did not act immediately the abor-
igines would die out befors mch valuable scientific data concern-
ing them could be collected;. Professor Radcliff-Browm fifmly

(s8)

" believed that they were on the path. to extinction
expedition from the University of Adelaide set out in 1926 to

(89)_

obtain data 'before the race dies out! Naturelly enough

the anthropologists pressed for inviolable reserves. Some
called them ‘anthropological zoosﬁ; ;ll provoked discussion.
- And though mény anthropologists regarded the aborigines as littile
more than scientific data on legs this was a step forward from
régarding them as cattle. Indeed, some bold spirits were already
beginning to declare that the aborigine is not necessarily and
inherently inferior to the white man(go).’

The missionaries likewise did their bit in attracting
public attention to Central Australia and the aborigines. In

the 'twenties reports from Hermannsburg Mission appeered regularly

with the Administrator's or Government Resident's reports; and

T N S et e
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ever since the Aborigines' Friends'! Asgggggt;gnéﬁﬁegr; mission-
ary in Central Australia in 1922 it showed increasing interest
in the aborigines there and did much to publicize the country(gl).
Rev. J. H. Sexton, for example, visited and reported on it in
7 1925(92). And the very presence of the missionaries provoked
both criticism and praise.(93)
- By 1928 educéted aborigines were speaking out on behalf
of their fellows and others were making a name for themselves.
Natives of Point Pearce wrote letters to tﬁe South Australian
Press(94). A deputation of aborigines waited on tﬁe Premier
natives like David Uniapon'?®) and Rev. James Noble(97) were
known for their intellectual attainments. - They all helped to
attract attention to their fellows in all parts of Australia.
The Fouthern Press, of course, must be given its due for
publishing these and other matters. It possessed thoroughly
White Australian ears, very sensitive to oﬁerseas opinion(gs);
Nevertheless, it was prepared, partly because of a desire to
remedy matteré, wvidely to publicize the incidents of 1928. The
extent of its zeal was demonstrated,for example, by the outcry
in its pages in Augzust 1927 when some sacred stones were reported

stolen from Centralian aboriginal caves. It was learnt later

that the story was entirely without foundation(gg).

In Central Australia itself in 1928 the old order was

changing and there was a general quickening of interest in the

T
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country. Six hundred men were gradually bridging the gap bétween

the railway termini of Alice Springs and Oodnadatta(loo)' tourista:

2

were beginning to teke an interest in the countryside(101)3 mator
cars were being registered(loz); and Hussein Khan, symbol of the

0ld order and the o0ld methods of communication, had made his last
tript93) from Oodnadatta to Alice Springs as custodian of the

Royal Mail.



Chapter 1. STAVFIL

RIS
2e

3.

Lo

5 [Y

6e

e

8.

9o

10.

1l.

_GROTTID, RIA - BNCES o

Cutback expression for 'orbit of ectivitiest,

Scay eeZes HaB.C. Robincon Lide, Ths Diseovery ond
Tipioration of Avstrelia, (map = neds); C.i. lizdiges,
Central fnstralia, Holb.y 1944, pe 35

There is no roal webterched betusen the Londer end the
014 Marsh Bod, with wirdeh it used to be hﬂl‘hcd on mape
&s continuoug. Sce the map apponded to M. Torry's
Hidden VWeselth and Hiding I?czcnn,Lf*~9 Isondon, 1921 end
HeL.Co Hobinson, Lide, izn_of ths Yorthern Territory
ghowing vastoral stefiicns. eta., \1920) end compars
then with eny wodern nap.

Variously kuown as Walpard, Walpiri, Weilbri, Ilparra.
eBs Tindalats Map Shovine the Digtribution of ths
Aboricinal Triboas of fustwalis (1940) has Walrari' bub
Tindale (interview with the author, 13/4/8D) now thinks
that "Walpiri' is moro correct. "Ialpar;.' is used
throughout by the author.

C,T. Madigen, Centrel Australia, p.96; F.G.G. Roso,

Y$ne Pastoral Industry in the Lorthern Territor e etc.;
1911 - 1953,% in Historienl Studien, vol. 6, p.l51,
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For a genoral deseription of this area sea ibid., pessin;
C.T. Hadigan, Geontral fustralia, pe R237-8; LA.A. Davidsoa,
Journals, Souuh Aunte Po Doy live 27 of 1005; pp. 45-63,
rzoesimy J.B. Clelmnd, {Anthropologzical Expedition into
Contral fAustrelia'y in lndieal Journal of ﬁu’ r;*"l:x.a.,
Docember 19, 1931, pp. 131 1.

Ezeetly or even approxdmately vwhen is unknown. See
bePo Ellin, Tho Australion Abori~izos, Sydney, 1956,
pe 73 EJd. B, o zeroft, fustraiion dotive Policy, MelUoPe,

1941, pe. 13.

MM, Bermott,
Baing, pp. 14-15,
5 oend passin.
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.M, and C.H. Berndt, The First lustralians, Sydney,
1 52, Po 360

cf. ibid, p. 21; E.J.B. Foxcroft, Australiasn

lative Policy, pp. 18=19; A.P. Blkin, The fustrslian
Aborigines, pp. 27, 44, 50, 108-9; Dr. D. Thonson,
fecomendations of Policy, ete., OCPP, 1937-4C, III,

§12; R.iie Berndt, 'The Concept of “the Tribe® in the
Yestern Deserts of Australia! in Ocesnia, vol XX, No. 2,
p. &1 £,

T.GyH. Strehlow, Dark and Wnite Australians, Adel.,
1957, Po 6o

ibid. Mr. W.G. Hurray possesses dccuments relative to
the Barrow Creek Massacre,

C.L.A. Abbott, Australia's Frontier Province, Sydney,
1950, p. 163; Commonwsalth Zear Book, No. 20, p. 576;
Report on the Administrstion of the borthern Territory
(1920), ©rP, 1920-1, III, 1717.

iteport on the Administration of the Northern Territory,
ibid.

A. Giles, The Pirst Pastoral Settlement in the Korthern
Territory, pe. 47. A station is always 'formed' in the
outback. :

M. Terry, Hidden Wealth and Hidinz Feople, p. 251.
B. Bowman, Letter to the author, 3/5/6C. '

R.B. Stafford, Interview with the suthor, 7/4/60.
B. Bowman, ibid. ‘

In the possession of N.B. Tindale; cf. W. Horton
(per B.S. Sendford), 'Report of an attack by blacks
on me with intent to murder, etc.,' in File of Paners
(see bibliography, I(a) )

None of the old Centralians whom I have interviewe

or corresponded with have ever heard of the name
'Broadmeadows!.  Forton and Constable Murray used the
neme frequently. See their depositions before V.
Carrington, 1929, in File of Pavers (Inquest into the
death of fourteen aborizines); end Froceedinss of th
Boerd of Znguiry pp. 53, 54, 56, 62 (see biblicgraphy,
I(a), under 'File of Papers'). I am indebted to T.G.H,
Strehlow for the '1life line'! suggestion.
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23,
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26.

30.
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Mrs. W. Beffernan, ilrs. D.R. Braitling, B. Bowman,
Letters to the author 10/5/60, 14/5/60 and 3/5/60
respectively; Director of Lands (H.C. Barclay),
Northern Territory Administration, letters to the
author 20/4/60 and 10/5/60. Some of the dates in
the above paragraph are necessarily only approxinate.
The Lands decords are incomplete and confusing = see
North Austrelia Commission, Second innual Report
(1928), CPP 1929-31, IV, pp. 321-323.

An approximate figure. See Horthern Standard 17/1/28,
17/2/28; Report on the Adwinistration of Gentral
Australia (1928) CFP, 1929, II, 1277; M. Terry,
liidden ¥Wealth and Hiding Peovle, p. 235,

R.B. Stafford, Interview with the author, 7/4/60;

A, Giles, The First Pastoral Settilewment in the Northern
Territorv, pe. 22; .3, Plowmen, The lan from
Codnadatta, Sydney, 1933, p. 95.

A, Giles, 1bid, p. 49; R.B. Stafford, Letter to the
Editor, Pastoral leview, 16/2/29, p. 165; F.E. Baune,
Tragedy Trock, pe. 43-4; Report on the Adrminjistration

- of the lorthern Territory (1912). CPP, 1913, III, 33C..

For the position of the tribes see N.B. Tindale's map
(1940)s A4 new map is in preparation {1960) but
Tindale declares that the tribal boundaries of the
north-western port of Central Australia as depicted on
the old map will not have to be altered.

R.B. Stafford, Interview with the author, 7/4/50.

See photograph facing p.5/ (below).

cf. Mo Terry, Hidden Vealth and Hidinz People, p. 227;
A, Russell, 4 Tramp-ioyal in Uild Australia, London,
1934, pe 93; C.T. liadigan, Central austrslia,

pp. 9 - 12 and passin.

Director cf Lands, Northern Territory Administration,
Letters to the author, R0/4/60 and 10/5/¢0;

cf. Commonwszalth iszette, Ordinances 9 of 1927 and

14 of 1927;  iencris cn the Administration of Central
Australia, OPF 1929, II, 1277; 1929~31, III, 2911;
First, Second and Third Annual devoris of Horth
Australie Gomadssion, OCFP 1926-8, 1I, 1966; 1929-31,
IV, 305 and 247,

cf. frontig _piece (above) and photograph facing p. S5/
(below) for Conisten 'homestead'.  Morton, further
down the Lander, did not have a house of any descrip-
tion , but merely 'camped's  See also G.L.i. Abbott,
@ustralia‘s frontier Trovincs, p. 1183 Adelaide
adyvertiser, 29/11/28,
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Half=-castes.

M.M. Bennett, The Australien Aboriginal as a Human
Being, p. 74 In 1903~/ there were 1,500 men at
Lrltunga and ¥innecke Depot - Lorthern Stendard,
17/2/28,

Aeport on the Administretion of Central Australia
(1929 ~ 30) CPP 1929-31, III, 2911, 2913. If J.W.
Bleakley's figures are correct (The Aborigines and
Helf-Castss of Centrzl dustralia and lorth dustralia -
Report, CPF 1929, II, 1185) the ratic in 1928 was
higher than 3:4.

T.G.H. Strehlow, Interview with the sauthor, 6/4/60;
cf. Adelaide Hecister, 13/9/1924, 18/7/25 (poenm),
5/9/283  Leus 14/3/29 (letter from A. Lock);
Eorthern Stendard, 10/7/1928;  J.VW. Bleakley, ibid,
1169, 1185-6; Zeport on the Administretion of ihe
Northern Territcry (1922) CFP 1923-4, 1V, 1884;
Keve W. Morley to Abbott, 20/4/29 in File of Favers;
Froceedincs of the RBoard of Znquiry, ppe 27, 303

D

~A.G. Price, History and rrobleins of the Northern

Territory, Australia, adel., 1930, p. 27; B. Hill,
The Great fustrslian Loneliness, London, 1937, p. R07.

J.J. Bleskley, ibid, 1164; M.M. Bennett, The
Austrelian Aboririnal as a Buman Being, pp. 100-101.

R.B. Stafford, Interview with ths suthor 7/4/60;
cf. J.W. Bleakley, ikid; N.lie Dernett, ibid and
Proceedings of the Board of Enauirv p. 6.

cf. Chapter V, footnotes 30 -~ 32 and text (below)

Probably the first motor cer in Centrsl Austrelis

wag brought to tus Finke by J.A. Breaden in 1917:

see A. Russell, A Tramn-Roval in Wild Australis,

p. 146371928 planes first landed in at Alice Springs -~
Cp?, 1929, II, 1275, :

A. Russell, ibid, p. 117-8; Register, 6/2/29.

C.T. Madigaon,
Lenort on the
CFP 1925, II,

[E L]

sentral Australia, pp. 102-3.
sdministration of the Northern Territorv,

YR

N

UoT. Madigen, ibid; CFD, vol. 116 (1927), p. 510;

17 ol o o . . . R
Jo¥. Bleakley, ieport (loc. cit.), p. 37 (separately
Ym
boind) .

salvh and Hiding Teople, p. 217.
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cf. ibid pp. 217, 236 and the inscription on Brooks!
tombstone (Chapier V, footnote 38 and text).

A general term used in the lorthern Territory to
denote all people who are not outbackers, especially
those of the capital cities. It is not as inaccurate
as 1s sometimes supposed, for all of Ceniral Australia
lies north of brisbane.

W.G. lurray, Interview with the author, 12/4/60;

cf. Register 24/7/25 (letter); M. Terry, ibid, pp. 159,
235, 315; ZRevcrt on the Adninistration of the lorthern
Territory (1924) CPP 1925, 1L, 2541.

Horthern Standard 6/7/28; Felbourne Argus 19/1/29;
HM.M. Bennett, The Austrelian Aboricinal as s Human
Beinz, p. 13; cf. CPD vol. 116 {1927) pp. 510, 515.

cf. M.M. Bennett, ibid, p. 99; J.W. Bleakley, Henort
(loc. cit.), 1164, 1190; Dr. D. Thomson, Recommenda~
tions of Policv ete., (loc. cij.) 809, 81l1l; H. Basedow,
Enights of the Joomerarz, Sydney, 1935, p. l4. There
is no evidence in any land records that the country
Wyckhan and Tilmouth were using on the Lander in 1928

under grasing licence.

A.G. Price, History and Problems of the Northern
Territory, p. 35; cf. CI'D vol. 112 (1926) £20f;
London Times, 17/12/1926,

Report on the Administration of Central Australia
(1930), CPP 1929-31, I1I, <2SC6. ©See also Hepori of
the Board of Incuiry Apnointed to Inguire into the

Land and Land Indusiries of the Northern Territory of
Australia, GFP. 1937 - 40, III, 913, For criticisns

of the Act and Commission see Horthern Standard, 17/1/28
('Darwin the Damned'); CFD vols 113, (1926), 2109f and
vol. 120, 1249; C.L.&. Abbott, Australia's Frontier
Province, p. 34.

CPD, vol, 113 (1926), 2116, 2133; vol. 116 (1927) 510;
Northern Standard, 14/8/28.

See CPD, vole 116 (1927) p.363; and his reports on the
administration of Central Australia, CPP 1929, II,
1273]?0’ 1929"31’ III, 289:[..fo

See Chapters IV & V (below). The name of the Department
was changed to 'Home Affairs! late in 1928.
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CPD , vol. 112 (1926), 820 and 823, For the wordy
vuphasis on development before and after 1927, often
at the expense of the natives, see ibid, 820f; vol.
113 (1926), 2113f.; Report by Dr. V. Stefansson on
Central Australia, CPP 1923-/, II, 333; Advertiser
20/11/25 (&d.), 3/9/28; Rezister2l/12/25;

Northern Standard, 23/3/28; i, Terry, Hidden Vlealth
end Hidinz Peonle, passim; ef. Heport of the Board
of Inauiry Apvointed to Inguire into the Land and
Land Industries, etc., -(loce cit.), 830C.

Northern Standard, 17/2/28; see also Register,

18/9/2/; -ievort by a Sechtional Commititee of the
Parliamentary Standirz Committee on Public Works on
Various hatters apperitaininz to the Territorv, ete.,
(1922) CcPP, 1922, II, 2967; Dr. D. Thomson, Recormenda-
tions (loc. cit.), €09; J.W. Bleakley, Report (loc. cit)
p. 37 (separately bound.)

Proceedings of the Board of Enquiry,p. 61; F.E. Baune,
Tragedy Track, pp. 36, 106f; minute by J.R.H., 18/9/28
in File of Papers; and see File of Papsrs and footnote
66a (below) for Cawood's repeated requests for more

Rev. J.H. Sexton, Australian Aborigines, (Adelaide),
1943’ p. 510 ’

Northern Standard, 27/3/28; Smith's Weekly, 23/3/29;
T.G.H. Strehlow, Interview with the anthor, 6/4/60.
Shortly after taking his leave Stott was killed in an
accident in Adelaide - Northern Standard, 8/5/28,

Ordinance No. 22 of 1928 (Commonwealth Gazette, 8/11/28).

Ordinance No. & of 1929 (Commonwealth Gazette, 1/6/29).
cf. Northern Standard 19/10/28, 23/10/28, 17/1/28.

Cawood to Clemens, 6/12/28, in File of Pavers;
Proceedinzs of the Board of Enguiry, Exhibit 10. See
also Horthern Standard, 17/3/28.

F.E. Baume, Tragedy Track, pp. 37, 62; CPD vol. 122
(1929) p. 23; ecf. Register 11/11/29, 12/11/ 29, 15/11/23.

efs CPD vol. 121 (1929), 338.

liss Lock quitted Harding Soak in October, 1928 -
Proceedinrg of the Board of Enouiry, p. 36.
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65, The Government provided 8 depots, 5 of them at police
stations. XKramer did not really have a 'depot' but
carried provisions about on 5 camels; Lock's depot
was but poorly eguipped. See map appended to Bleckley!s
Revort (eppended); News, 9/2/27; Register, 12/6728;
Aborigines! Friends' Association, dpnual Heport, 1923,
p. 8; 1926, p. 2. lir. Kramer was regarded at first
as being merely ‘'supported! by the A.F.A,

66, Northern Standard, 17/2/28; C.L.A. Abbott, Austraiists
Frontier Province, pe. 35; Heport on the Administration
of Central Australia (1928), PP 1929, iII, 1273. Ses
table of rainfall, 1874-1936, CPP 1937-40, I1I, 922.

66a. Cawood to Clemens 8/9/28; 6/12/28; Cowres to Hometer
(telegraphic address) 4/9/28 in File of Favers.

67. See Reports on_the Administrabion of Central Australia,
1928 and 1929, CPP 1929, II, 1273f.and 1929-31, 111,
28911,

68. This matter is still disputed. Some evidence for my
conclusion may be found in the following:
Advertiser 21/9/28, 13/12/28, 18/12/28, 20/12/28,

' 17/7/30;  Lorthern Standerd, 17/2/28, 21/1/29; =
Register, 12/8/29, 11/9/28, 29/12/28; MNorthern Territory
Times 18/9/28, 9/11/28, 16/11/28, 18/12/28, 19/12/28;
News 14/3/29; Arzus 24/7/29; J. Bleakley, Renort (loc.
cit.) passim; Iroceedings of the Board of Enquiry,
po. 27, 36, 38; Hev. J.H. Sexton, 3vecial Revort on
Native Froblems in Central Australis, Adel., 1932;

W.G. lurray (Interview witn tine author 7/4/60) sdmits
that some were thirsty, but not hungry; and see Renort
on the Administration of Centrel Australia (1930) GFP
1929-31, III, 2905 and 2913.

69.  Froceedings of the Board of Enquiry, pp. 41, 43, 45, 57;
ReB. Stafford, Interview with the suthor, 7/4/60; Letter
to the Editor, Pastoral ieview, 16/2/29, p. 165;
cf. Szt. C.H. Hoblet, Heport 're natives killed by
Police Farty', 8/12/28, in File of Papers.

70. Re.B. Stafford, Interview with the author. 7/4/60;
M. Terry, Hidden Wealth and Hiding Yeople, p. 218, 218
and appended map; according to a schedule in the papers
of the Pastoral Investigation Committee, compiled
between 1921 and 1933 (exact date unknowm) Napperby
was carrying nore head than ‘stocking conditions!
alloved (Chief Archivist of the Commonwealth National
Library, Letter to the author, 19/5/60). The main
evidence for overstocking remains oral.
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His claim (Eidden Vealth and Hiding Peonle, p. 15/)
that one of the drawings represented a motor car is
somewhat incredible and the accompsnying vhotozraph

is not cenvineing. See ibid pp. 106, 145, 148, ié&-?,
195, 203; A, Davidson, Journals (loc. cit.);

Roport on the Administration of the Northern Territor
(1926), CPP 1926-g, II, 2053; F.Z. Baume, Lrasedy
Track, pp. 43=4, 137.

Proceedinzgs of the Board of Enquiry, Exhibit 9, pp. 1L,
23, 473 feport on the idministration of the Norther-
Territory (1912), GrP 1913, 111, 330; M. Terry, ibid,
pp. 110, 160-1, 163, 241, 28%-9; R.B. Stafford,
Letter to the Editor, Pastorzl Review, 16/2/29, p. 165,

Rev. F. Y. Albrecht, Letter to the author, 18/4/60.

For the catile killing etc. see footnotes 69-72 (above)
and Proceedinzs of the Board of EZrouiry, pp. 5, 7, 8,

14, 16, 23-25, 32, 35, Exhibit 8; devort on the
Administration of Central fustralia (1929) CPP 192921,
I1I, 25005 Cawood to Clemens 11/8/28, 6/12/28 in

File of Parvers; Register 8/9/28, 12/9/28.

E.J.B. Foxcroft, Australian Native Folicy, pp. 22-23;
'Ps Hasluck, Black Australians; M.U.P., 1942, ppe 13, -
42, 61-63, 120, 160, 203; A.P. Elkin, The Australian
Aborizines, pp. 325-6; M.M, Bennett, The Australisn
Aboriginal as a Humen Being, p. 10; cf. London Tires,
17/12/26; Sydney Morning Hersld, 8/3/29.

Minutes and V & P of the Parliament of Western Australia
1905, Vol. I, Noe 5.

CPP 191/-17, II, 1314.
CPP 1922, II, 2965f; CPD vol. 116 (1927) p. 512.

See, e.g., CPD, ibid; Register 13/9/24, 15/9/24,
16/9/24, 17/9/24, 18/9/24, 1/11/24, 6/11/2L, 15/7/25,
16/7/25, 18/7/25, 21/7/25, 20/7/26; Advertiser 9/10/2%,
30/10/24, 31/10/24, 10/11/24, 22/3/26, 25/3/26, 16/1/25.

Minutes and V & P of the Parliament of Western Aust.,
192'7, V’Olc I.’ NO. 30

€.g., Sydney Morning Berald 26/3/27, 7/5/%7, 28/5/27,
1/6/27, 2/6/27, 11/5/28, 13/6/28, 27/10/27; Armus
8/3/27; Advertiser 30/5/27; Resister 30/5/27;

CPD Vol. 116 (1927) pp. 508-9, 531-2, 957.

Aboricines! Protection League, feport of the Hen.
O 4 - -
Secretary Lo the State Executive eic:, (appended to
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a copy of Bleakley's Zevort bound separately in the
Public Library of S.A.); iRegister 4/5/27; cf.
Advertiser 6/6/27.

CPD vui. 116 (1927) pp. 507f, 95583 wol. 117 (192%)
pe 2707, :

CPD, ibid, p. 2754.

CPD, ibid, pp. 4292, 5371; J.V. Bleakley, Report
(Loc. cit.) 1163,

See CPD vol. 116 (1927) p. 529; also pp. 514F, 956f,
§13~4; Aborigines' Frotection Leasue,i Statement elc.
(appended to a copy of Bleakley's ileport bouad separately
in the Public Library of South Aust.); Advertiser
R/LI25;  Avmus  24/7/29. ‘'Arnhen' was spelt | arbmedn!

1C

S ea i)
ddd L RO e

Register 1/4/25, 9/4/26, L/1/28, 12/1/28;

hovertiser 29/3/26, 5/4/26, 8/4/26, 9/3/26, 14/7/26,
5/1/28; London Times 7/4/26; cof. Chapter V, footnote
7 and text (below).

24/1/28; Felbourne Herald 25/2/26; 4.C. Heville,

Australia's Coloured Minority, Svdney, (19472), b 74;
B.l. Gribble, & Desrised iizce ete., Sydney, 1933, p. 1i; .
£.P, Eliin, The fustralian Aborizines, p. 326;

F.W. Jones, Australia's Venishing :lace, Sydney, 1934,

ppe 6, 38-39; 1Ll Bennett, The Australien Aborieinal
as_a Humen Being, p. 15; S.H. Roberts, Populabion
Problens of the Pacific, London, 1927, pp. 58, 128.

Advertiser 15/12/26,

cfe. ibid. 25/5/29, 28/2/29; CPD vol. 116 (1927) pp. 510,
515; Chapter V, footnote 59. and text (below). For the
general attitude of anthropologists and their increasing
interest and activities see A,P. Elkin, The Australisn
Aborigines. pp. vi - vii, 327; E.J.B. Foxcroft,
Austrelian Liative Policy, pp. 6; 135; M.M. Bennett,

The Australian aborizinal as a Mumsn Beinz po. 20
(footnote), 33; A.P. Elkin, 'A New Anthropological
Society', in Occania, vol XXIX, No., 3, p. 227.

Reve J. H. Sexton, Australisn Aborizines, (Adel.) 1934,
pe 10-11; Aborigines' Friends' Association, Annual
Reports, 1922-28, passim; Register 21/3/23, 13]i§724,
1;237;4, 17/9/24, 18/7/25; Tows 9/2/27; Advertiser
1/6/28.
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Aborigines' Friends' Association, Annual Revort ,
1925, p. 9f; BRegister 15/7/25, 18/7/25.

See, e.g., Register 17/9/24, 18/9/24, 29/1/27;

J.W. Bleakley, ieport (loc. cit.) 1182; Report on
the Administration of the Horthern Territery (1925)
CPP, 1920-8, II, 1997.

Rezister R1/12/27.

Rezister
Advertiser 10/3/28.. |

CPD vol. 116 (1927) pp. 511, 515; Register 6/10/25.
CPD, ibid; Rev. E.R. Gribble, A Desvised Race, p. 128;

>
cf. Rev. G. Rowe, Sketches of Cutstanding Aborizines,
Adel., (1956).

See, e.g., Advertiser 22/11/28, (By 'the northern
Press!' is meant the Northern Territory Times and the
Northern Standard and by 'the southern Press' ths
metropolitan papers listed in the bibliography). The
northern Press shared.this sensitiveness but was inelincg

- rather to make light of atrocities than to try to get.

29.

100,

101.

102.

103.

steps taken to prevent them.

Advertiser 20/8/27; Rezister 29/2/28; cf. also
Repnort on the Administration of the Northern Territory

(1924), CPP, 1925, II, 254il.

Advertiser 23/8/28; cf. Register 31/8/28. The

first train arrived in Alice Aprings on 6/8/29
(Advertiser 7/8/29). The building of the railway added
fuel to the discussion of 'the Half-Caste Problem! -
see footnote 78 (above), Advertiser 25/10/27, 24/3/25;
14/7/26, 22/8/27,

Revort on the Administration of Central Australia (1928),
CPP-1929, II, 1275; ZRegister, 15/11/28; cf. A. kussell,

—— Ao

A Tramp-Roval in Wild dustralia, p. 125.

cf. footnote 39 (above); C.T. Madigan, Central iustralis
ppo 57-8, TL; Degister 3/5/29. The police decpartrent
possessed a motor car in 1928, having asked for one in
1924 (CPP 1925, 1I, 2557).

R.3. Sampson, Through Central Australis, Perth,
1933, p. 7o
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Chapter 2.

HUISHTA, BLACK MAH!(1)

In August 1928 friction between black and white came
to & head in the Conisten country. Stafford's lubra, Alice;
is reported to have wérned him in July that the blacks were

(2)

Turner on Napperby, T. Moar on Pine Hill and Stafford having

planning to kill him Cattle killing by natives inéreased,
trouble with them, until both Stafford and Moar asked that a
police patrol should come out and arrest the culprits(3),

When Cormissioner Cawood in Alice Springs received the
message he sent Mounted Constable William George Murrey out
with two trackers, Paddy and Major, to investigate the com-
plaints on both holdings. Soon after leaving Ryan's Vell
_on August 11th, Murray was met on the road by Stafford who
t0ld him that his old mate Fred Brooks had been mirdered by
niggers at & water now known as Brook's Soak, fourteen milecs

(4)

wvest of Coniston

Brooks had been killed on August 7the. He was des—
cribed as & kindly, inoffensive man, 65 years of age(s).
Stafford had met him years since in the Cooper country and
vhen Coniston was first stocked Brooks came to join his mate,
lest, says Stafford, he should come to harm at the hands of
the blacks. Stafford was able to supply him with work there
until 1928 when Brooks, seeing that the drought had made
conditions hard for his employer also, decided to get work
elsewhere. He had become eligible for the old age pension
that very year but was of too independent a épirit to accept
ite After working for a while at Repperby, he returned to
Coniston with two camels, determined to try his hand at
dogging(s). He said thot he would go fourteen miles west
to a scakage and lay a few baits there, But Stafford; after

varning him that to do so would be dangerous on account of




The author at Brooks’ grave.

In the mirage country.

Plate 5 feom £.¢. Bavme , Tragedy Trass, ‘932
facineg p£.126
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the blacks, suggested that he try his luck at a water close
by Coniston:s if he got any dogs, and Stafford was sure that
he would, he would not go out west; if not, then he would
g0 No dingoes came that night. Brooks left Coniston on
August 2nd, taking two camels and scran(7), two of Stafford's
(8), Skipper and Dodger, ?ng a. couple of bullock hides
9

from vhich to make pack-—saddles .

wvee~ig

On the morning of August 7th, as the old man was
quietly busying himself with the pack-saddles, kneeling to
lace them up, & lubra grabbed him and a number of blacks
rushed)up and killed him. Placing & mosquito net about the
body they carried it to a rabbit warren 170 yards away and
thrust it partly down one of the burrows which, it is rumour-
ed<1°); they had been enlarging before Brooks' eyes.  Thore-~
upon they placed Skipper and Dodger upon the camels which
they had been tracking when the murder took place and sent
them on to Coniston, telling them to tell Stafford that old
man Brooks been die self and we fellow been proply sorry and

(11).

been bury him

When fhey reached Coniston no white person was there.
One of Stafford's boys rode twenty five miles down the Lander
to where a young man, Bruce Chapman, was camped and told hinm
the news, Chapman rode hard to Coniston where he met Alick
Wilson, a half—caste,‘who had arrived the day before with
the news that Joe Brown was dying out by Mt. Hardy. He
wrote a hasty note to Stafford who was at Ti-tree Well at
the time and gave it to 0ld Percy, one of Stafford's heands,
who rode all night of the 10th to Ti-tree VWell. Heanwhile
Chapman paid z hurried visit to the séene of the murder,
disinterred the body,'féund it horribly mutilated, and re-

buried it, Then he went out to attend to Joe Brown(12).
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At 7 a.n, on the 11th of August Cawood received g
telegram from Ti-Tree Well to the effect that Brooks had
been murdered by blacks and Joe Brown was dying at M%.
Hardy. He immediately passed the news about Brooks on
(13)
On the 13th it appeared in the southern papers and on the

14th in the London 'Times!,

to the Department of Home and Territories in Canberra

After being met on the road Murray returned to
Ryan's Well where he received instfuctions from Cawood
by telephone to proceed to the scene of the murder and
arrest the culprits and to try to bring Joe Brown in. He
was to aveid violence if possible, but should in no wise
prejudice the lives of any of the police party(14). Fron

now on Murray had open slather. Cawood did not>heér>frbﬁ

him until September tst.

Murrsy arrived at Coniston on August 12th. A tall,
slim man with a slight Scotch accent and a reputation ss
a bushman, he set about organizing a party of civilians to
help him in meking the arrests., Joe Brown was either
forgotten or left to the care of Chapman. Wilson was
already at Coniston and Stafford came in on 15th or 16th.
Saxby, a prospector, who was sinking a well twelve miles
west of the homestead for Stafford at the time, joined then
& few days later and Billy Briscoe arrived on fhe 15th

after being sent for by Stafford(15).

On the same day two natives, Woolingar and Padyger,
came in from the west to the aboriginal camp near the '
homesteads Murray's trackers, Paddy and Major, who had

been instructed by their boss to watch for any aborigines

who might cone in, tried to arrest themn. They succeeded
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in getting neck-chains on them and were struggling with then
and trying to haul them towards Murray's parkeq car when
Murray arrived on the scene and stepped in teo ﬁé;ﬁlhis
trackers., Woolingar wrenched himself free and struck at
Murray with the chain. Murray drew his squirt and shot

him in the forehead. He died fourteen days later; but he
was by no means dead yet as Stafford demonstrafed: he kick~
ed him in the ribs and Woolingar sprang promptly to his feet.

Both prisoners were chained to a tree for the night(16)°

On the morning of the 16th with a plant of fourteen
horsés, 2 party of eight comprising himself and his two
trackers, the five civilians mentioned above and the boy
Dodger, and the two prisoners, Murray set out for the soszk
where Brooks had been murdered. He had ascertained the
names of twenty aborigines implicated in the murder, evident-
ly from the two prisoners, who had 'volunteered' to take him
to where they were camped(17). Down South that day the
papers printed the story of the first Maori to become o
Bishop, together with an asgertion by Edgar, a visiting
Tibetan missionary, that Central Australian Aborigines were

(18)

Up North Murray and his party came

disgusting creatures

upon & camp of twenty-three aborig-
ines fourteen milés west of Coniston

and later admitted to shooting five ENCOUNTER 1A

including two lubras 'in self-defence!
and‘whilst endeavouring to effect
(19) #

®

their arrest

Murray buried the dead, collected and burnt the
weapons and searched the camp, finding a number of articles

. 20
belonging to Brooks( ). Padygar showed him where Brooks
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of the natives to camp 200 yards down the creek, he and his

had been killed Then, after instructing the remaindsr
party mede canp for the night. Before retiring Murray

end Wilson crept to within 100 yards of the native camp and
watched for any natives who might come in, Sure enough,
three wee-is came along, and after being caught and quest-
ioned ‘volunteered! to show them tracks of some of the

(22)

guilty ones °

The party spent the whole of the next day searching
in vain for these tracks. On the 18th +they returned to
Coniston with Woolingar and Padygar and one of the three
wee-is named Lala, about eleven years old, as & witness,
‘Staffqrd, theAtprp:igqners, Lala and Jack, a police tracker
recently sent up by Cawood ﬁé é féihfoiéeﬁénf,'fehéiﬁéd'ai‘

(23)

Coniston while the remainder of the party (seven)'set

out on the morning of the 19th again in search of natives. -

Down the Lander they went in a north-westerly
direction to Boundary Soak, about twenty-five miles from
Qoniston, vhere they learnt from natives that some of the
alleged murdercrs vere at the Six Mile Soak. Hurrying
there they found tracks leading south-west and followed
them for ten miles, coming at last upon & native camp of
twenty-one women and children and six'males(24).

Here in the darkness & second

encounter tock place and 'when
ENCOUNTER _2A.

order was restored! three males
wvere found to be dead and three
wounded.

The wounded and & number of women and children were taken
to Murray's camp at about midnight. WVhen Murray awocke

(25)

next morning he found that two of the prisoners were dead °




The other one died at Briscoe'ls camp (Boundary Soak)
whither the party returned after burying the dead. They
then travelled south to the scene of Encounter 1A where
they found no natives but tracks of bucks which had not
been there before, After losing these in the ranges, they
struck west to the only known water twenty miles distant.
On the way they noticed two natives in the ranges a couple
of miles distant. Murrsy sent his trackers after them,
ordering the remainder of his party to spread out and cut
off any would-be escapees, When Murray came up with his
trackers he found that they had hand-cuffed two males and
2lso detained an old blind man and two lubras, Paddy made
& smoke to let the others know that the nativea had been
taken, but while this was being done the two prisoners
slipped their handcuffs and rane.

Murray shot one with his revolver, ENCOUNTER 3A

The other he picked off with his
rifle. The lubras and the blind

man were bushed after questioning. That was probably on
August 23rd(26).

On August 27+th some thirty six miles further west

(27),‘

Murray saw two natives 'fast disappearing over the cliffs

He and Wilson gave pursuit and Murray shot
ENCOUNTER 4A.

one, The other escaped, He later came
upon one male and & number of lubras and children whon he
detained. Vhen he rejoined his party he found that they
had two seriously wounded prisoners who died soon after(zs).
The lubras. and children were set free but the male, Akirkra,
after pointing out where Brooks had been killed, was taken
back to Coniston, where the purt& arrived, on the 30th in

time to see Woolingar die(zg).
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Murray arrived back at Alice Springs late on
September 1st with Padygar and Akirkra on a charge of
mufder and witness Lal%,and accompanied by his three
.trackers, thus completing a round trip of 846 miles(Bo).
So ended@ the shootings consequent upon the murder of

Brooks. On the following day Murrasy officially reported

1
that seventeen were shot in the four encounters(3 ).
He omitted to say by whom they were shot: for he did
not know(32).

Meanwhile in the South the "Advertiser" of 22/8/1928
carried an editorial on the South African racial problem
assuring its readers of the absence of s colour problen
public was happily oblivious to the tragic.evénfs'in the
Northe.

But things were still happening there, On August
25th the report by Young and Carter concerning trouble
with the Coniston blacks was brought to Cawood's notice

by Sergeant Hoblet(33)o

Michael Terry had left the
Granites on the 27th and had met scared natives in war-
paint. On September 1st, the day Murray arrived.ut
Alice Springs, he was at Coniston and has since written
that Stafford and Saxby were out after more blacks on
August 31st, He arrived at Alice Springs on September
3rd with Bruce Chapman who had contracted cerebral menin-
gitis and who died shortly afterwards in the Australian

Inlend Mission Hostel, the only white men to have seen the
body of Brooks(34).

Terry also brought an urgent message from Stafford

saying that one of the murderers had returned with others
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and was causing depredations, end asking for assistance(BS).
And the complaints from Pine Hill had not yet been atiended
to. Hence Murray was sent ocut on September 4th to Pine

Hill and Coniston again(36).

On the same day Cawood
telegraphed the Department of Home and Territories upon
request that 'seventeen casualities! had been occasioned

by Murray's party and asked for more police(37). But the
Press did not learn this until September 11th, when a
Centralian resident (name undisclosed) arrived in Adelaide(ég)
The Government was not divulging its secrets, for obvious
reaséns. On September 13th Murray arrived back from

(39)

Coniston and Pine Hill with two prisoners That is

all thet is known about that patrole.

On September 16th Murray left for his police station
at Barrow Creek. But he was not to stay there long. On
August 28th 'Nugget! Morton had been attacked by aborigines
near Boomerang waterhole, the one large water on the lower
Lander still holding(4o), and had barely escaped with his
life, After a fierce struggle and after shooting one of
his assailants, Walgardu, he had managed to get to his main
ceamp where he met his mate Sandford, The two rode over to
Ti-tree Station where Bill Heffernan shaved Morton's head
and dressed an ugly wound on it, and then to Ti-tree Well
wvhere Moriton dictated a report of the attack to Sandford
on the 30th, asking for 'a party to arrest the culpfits‘e

He omitted to say that he had already shot one(41){

This report evidently reached Cawood only on September
8th, for on that day he telegraphed the Department of Home
and Territories concerning it and the newspapers printed

the story. He then sent for Murray who arrived at Alice
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Springs on September 19th and Morton's main camp (Broad_

meadows) on the 24th<42)°

On the way Murfay met Tilmouth at White Stone and
learnt that he had been 'stuck up by a nigger! towards
the end of August and had fired two shots to frighten him.
On September 10th he had fired more shots at two 'niggers!
who came to his camp at night. And on the 16th he had
shot a native, Wangaridge, who had threatened him with a
boomerang. On the same day he had set this down in writ-
ing and it later served as a deposition for Coroner Carring-
ton whén holding an inguest four months later into the death
of Wangaridge. The last paragraph reads: 'The bullet
entered his body over the heart. I have had no further
" trouble with the'blackS'(43); © Tilmouth spent the rest of
the night of the 16th under a cattle trough(44). Huishta
indeed! Ironically enough a notice appeared in the ‘'Govern-
ment Gazette' about this time (21/9/1928) allowing the
Darwin aborigines to see a film entitled 'The Fools Awaken-
ing',
A% Broadmeadows Murray got together another party
composed of himself, Morton, Wilson, a small native boy
and a plant of fourteen horses, and set off down the Lander
.to arrest the wouldébe nurderers of Morton almost a month
after the attack had been made(45). On the way they secured
three boys who were innocent and demanded that they - show
them where the gullty were, But the boys, young initiates,
dared not disclose the secrets of their elders. For three
days they fooled Murray, leading him to deserted camps and
dry sqakso 'During the night they actually bufned their
feet to rav blisters and pounded their toes to pulp so that

they could not walk.! Murray covered their feet with bags
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and forced them to go one. Still they would not divulge
their secret. At last Murray took one aside out of sight
of the otherdand fired twice into the dust.  Theyeshew

then agreed to track for him(46).

As a result they came upon seven

adult male natives ﬁt Tomahawk waterhole.
ENCOUNTER 13

Four were shot 'in self-defence'! and
Morton declared that they had been his
attackerse. The three who remained alive were questioned

and released after corroborating Morton's assertion(47).

The party then rode up the Lander to Boomerang
waterhole and north-east from there for about thirty miles
and camped, On the following day they found tracks and
followed them to Ciréie'Weil'whéie‘fhéyléaﬁé ﬁﬁoh.a>nﬁﬁbéf v
of male natives. Two having refused

to put down their weaspons when called

upon to do so by Morton, were shot when ENCOUNTER 23
they attacked Murray while trying to '

arrest them(48). v

The party spent the next few days wandering about
in search of more guilty ones, Eventually they came
upon & camp of about forty, including ningiﬁgles, on the
lower Hansen River, They were now closer to Tennant
Creek than to Barrow Creek and were

living entirely on native foods(49).

. (50) ENCOUNTER 3B
Eight of the males were shot . : :

Murray arrived back at Alice Springs on October 18%h
almost a month after setting out, On the 19th he wrote
an official report about the second shooting party, this

time concealing the number killed; but he was later to
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admit that fourteen had been shot in the three encounfers
end to claim at the same time that he had not mentionegd
the number shot because of his haste: he had fo leave

(51)

for Darwin on the following day

AY

0il had been let from the kneeésgg the Walpari but
unrest continued in other parts of Central Australia.
On October 18th, for example, the day on which Murray re-
turned from Broadmeadows, twenty natives were consigned
to the Alice Springs geol:  twelve for breaking into the
store at Glen Helen Station; three for cattle killing at
Glen Helen; and five for camel killing at Redbank(53).
On October 23rd L. Rosenbaum was attacked by Tarangan at
Arltunga(54). And Henty, a pastoralist of'Frew River

Station was murdered by 'Willaberta Jack! on December
154055

Murray meanwhile attended the trial of ?angar and
Akirkrs in Darwin, returning on November 20th in'time to
ride a couple of winners(Bs)at the Christmas race meeting
at Alice Springs. In February 1929 he was sent out to
assist in the arrest of'Willaberta Jack', a move which
brought protests from southern critics(57). Later in the
same year he left on a kindlier errand to recover the
bodies of Andersen and Hitchcock whose plane had crashed
south of Wavehill Station while they were searching for

Kingsford Smith(ss).

g ey SR oM 5 AT T ST €T T =



2 R S S S LA IS T

Chaptor 2. BUISHTA, BLACK M&, — REFIRENGES.

1.

2.

3.

Jo
50'
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8.
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Huishta! is an Arabie word, once used by Afxhan
comsleers in Contrazl Australia, meening 0o dowm! !
Controversial issuos are side-gtsppod in this Chapter
in the interesis of a readily intelligible nerrative.
Only matiters which can be fully cstablished ox widcl
have ¢0 be accopbed in the aebsence of other evidencs
are rentioned. The numbsr of natives rmenbtionad as
killed, for cxample, is the costablished minimum: npore
ray have been, and, in the authoris cpinion, more wore
kllledo

J

Procsedinzg of ths Bosrd of Enauviry (henceforth Progsed:
pe 453 cf. Chapler I, foobtnote 69 and text (above)

A

Cawocd to Clemens, 30/8/22, in File of Py, vOTOS

ReBo Stafford, Letter to the BEditor, Pastoral isview,

ibids Proccedings, Exhibit 13.

~ibid, PPe 55 42 455 503 RoD. Stafiford, Interview with

the anthors 7/4/60; Szte C.H. Hoblot, i foporl tra ifatives
knllcu by Police Party', 8/12/25 in Filo oX Povnars:
Northern Torvitory Timso, 14/5/28. For e physical
deucflptlon of brooks see Cawood to Clemens. 11 (2)/10/28
in ¥le of Papors.

‘i.gey poisconing dingoea.

Food for ths track.

Hee-i? or ‘woe-hi! i35 an aboriginal word resning 'boy!
in the ordinary sense of the words a 'boy! in Contralion
Englich is an adult aborigine working or capable of wori=—
ing for scncone.

R.B. Stafford, Letter to the Editor, Pastoral Hoview
16/2/29, p. 165: spvisw with the authox, ¥/4/60
¥Statement from Randie Stafford taken down by Roberd
Purvis at Tee<iroe Well (n.de - Auguob 9?3)'" L.G.uarr Y 5
‘Roport re Trad Brooks, deccased, eeeof 2/9/28, (according
to which Broeks left Cenlcton on 3/8/28) in Fi £
Papers; Advertiser 14/6/28; H.T. Times

t...i

J. Hemlyn, Lotter fo the mthor, 7/4/60s R.3. Stalfford,
Letter to the bditor, F: ol Deview lo/L/ J5 Do 165.

Both Stafford and Hemlyn (footnotes 9 & 10, abov
these words in elabing the incldent. For vavicu
of the killing see Chapter IV (below) footnotos 9’
and textae The a cOhnﬁ hore given ig baged on cour
ted in footneis 9 (ghove) and F
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12.

13.

14.
15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

2l.

22,

23

1
W. G, kurray, 'Zeport re Fred Brooks, deceased, .... !
2/9/28; B. Chapman, Letter (i.e. the note mentioned
in the text) to 'Randle! Stafford, %/8/28; Gawood to
Clenens, 4/12/28 in Eile of Papers.

Govres 1o onete 11/8/28; Cawood to Clemens 30/8/28
in ©Mle of Pav

ibide. Cawood to Clemens 25/10/28 in File of Pazers.

Inqueut into the death of 17 aborigines, derpositions
of J. Saxby and Y. Briscoe, 13/1/29, in File of Paners;
Proceedings, ppe 42, 44, 46.

R.B. Stafford, Interview with the author, 7/4/60;
Inquest into the death of 17 sborigines, er031tlons of
W. Briscoe, J. Saxby, W.G. Murray, R.B. Stafford (13/1/29);
depositicn of .G, Lurray before E. Allchurch, S.H,
(n.de = a co vy of the original made in connexion with
the trial of 15/9/28 in Alice Springs) in File of Pavars;
Proceedinzs pp. 10, 11, 13, L2-Ll, 50, 533 Iorthern
Standard /51/2 HoT. Times O/11/28- Woolingar is
sometinm eplreferred.toAas_‘Ullllnoar'

Proccedinbg p. 503 and see pp. 42, 44, L6, 50;
WeG. 1 ;urr“y, 'Report re Fred Brooks, deceased, soees !
2/9/28, in File of Panrers

e+Z2. Advertiger and Lezister. See J.H. Edgasr,
Exploration of the Great deserves, cte., Adel., 1928,
and note the capital made of his asserticns by the
Department of Home and Territories in 'A Swmming up of
the Position,! 23/11/28 - TFile of Papers.

Procezdings pp. 5C, 51, 42, 44, 46; Y.G. lurray,
'Report Te Pr Brooks, deceased, ... ' 2/9/28; Inquest
into the death of 17 aborigines, 13/1/29, in Tile of

" Papers; Northern Standard 9/11/28; N.T. Tirmes, 9/11/28.

Proceedings op. 42, 50, 51; W.G. Murray, ibid.

Deposition of W.G. Murray before . Allehurch, S.l

(see footnote 16, above.)

Proceedings, p. 51.

ibid., pve 43, 5l. On the next day Stafford went down
the Lander to see if there were any natives at ¥White
Stone. He says he found none - Proceedings pe. 443
Inquest into the ceath of 17 sborigines (lcc. cite)
deposition (13/1/29) of R.B. Stafford.
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25,

26,

27.

28.

29.

32,
33.
34

4.
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Proceedings vpp. 43, 46, 51, 52.
¢

See Proceedinzs pp. 43, 46-7, 51; and the sources
indicated in footnote 19 (above.). The exact detes

of most of the encounters is unknown. No witness wes
able to be precise about them; but they can be rougaly
calculated freom the number of times witnesses said
VAfter camping.....! or 'The nexlt morning....'! .

Proceedings pp. 47, 52 and sources indicated in footnote
19 (above).

HeGa I-iurray, |Report re Fred BI‘OOI{S, decensed... !
2/9/28, in File of Pavers.

Proceedings, pr. 47, 53 eand sources indicated in foot-
note 19 fabove).

Proceedings pp. 445 47, 53, 13:  Irquest into the
decth of 17 sborigines (loc. cit.); deposition of

WeG. Murray before E. Allchurch, S.M. (n.d. - see foot-
note 16, above).

Proceedings . 53 and Exhibit 13.

V. G. Murray, 'Heport re Fred Brooks, deccssclec...!
2/¢/2€, ir Tile of Fervers, :

See ibid; FProceedings pp. 50 -~ 53, 56.

ibid, Exhibit 9,

M, Terry, Hidden ‘leelth end Hiding Peonle, passin,

especislly I'p. 244=5, 229; UCawood to Clemens, 22/11/28,
in File of Tewerg; Proceedings p. 59-6C.

Go¥res to Hometer, 4/9/2%; Cawood to Clemens, 4/9/28,
in File of Papers.

ibids; Proceedinzgs, IExhibit 13.

Horeter %o Govres, 3/9/28; Gowres to Hometer, 4/9/28,
in File of Tavers.

Lerister 11/9/28,

, Dxhibit 13; cf. Advertiser, 13/9/28.

Irogasdings

M. Terry, Hidden Yealth and Hiding People, p. 145.

Proceedinga, p. 62 {pararhrased - nct reproduced - in
D. Lockuood, fair Dinlmi, London, 1850, pr. &5 - £6);
W, liorton, 'Report of an attack by Blacks on me with
intent o murder, etc.,! 30/€/28; Inquest into the

7
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43

death of Welgardu, depositicn of W. Horton, 19/1/23,
in File of Fapers; J. Hamlyn, Letter 1o the author,

7/4/60.

]

Proceedings, Exhibit 13 #nd bv. %43 Goyres to Hometer
8/9/28 in File of Papors.

Proceedings, Exhibit &; VY. G. lurray, Heport (19/10/22)
to _the Coumuigsioner of Police; Inquest into the death
of Wangaridge, 12/1/29, in fils of Pavers.

WoG. Murray, Interview with ths author, 12/4/60;
J. Hamlyn, Letter to the author, 7/4/60.

45. Proceedinzs, pp. 53, 62.

6. E. Hill in Sundey “un and Juerdian (Sydney), 5/2/33;
confirzad by Murray in an inhterview with thse author,
12/4/€0,

47. TFor the only first-hsud accounts of this and the followin:
two encounters see Proceedings pp. 53-55, 062-04;

W.G. Murrey, deport re 'Attack on W, Morton by Hatives,!
19/10/28; - Inquest (by V. C: Carrington) into the death .
of 1/ aborigines of the Walmulla tribe, 15/1/29, in

File of Pavers.

48&. FProcesdings, ppe 53-4, 63; and see footnote 47 (sbove).

49, Froceedings, bp. 04; W.G. Murray, ibid; re-asserted
by Murrsy in an interview with the author, 12/4/60.

50, For Encounter 3B see Proccedings pp. 54, 63; and footnote
47 (above)

51. Proceedings pp. 53-4, 56-7; see File of Parers for the
report.

524 Fluid is sometimes let, by the insertion of a knife
from the knee of an unmanageable steer in order to
Tobble! it.

53,  Advertiger 18/10/28.

54«  Proceedings, Exhibit 12,

55, Frocsedinzs p. 60, Exhibits 3, 4 & 5; Advertiser
18/12/28,

56, Register 6/2/29.

57. Rev. Y. Morley (Secretary of A.P.H.R.) to Abbott,
14/5/79 in File of Papers; CPD, vol. 120 (1929) p. 545,
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Surday Sun and Guardisn (Sydney) 5/2/33; G.T. Fadirer,
Central ‘ustralia, p. 238-9. lMurrsy has photograp:
and press-cuttings in connexion with this drama.




Chapter 3.

WHITE MAN'S BEDOURIE(1).

Protector Murray brought an 'Information and
Complaint for an Indictable Offence! against Padygar and
Akirkra on September T7th, 1928, in Alice Springs, in that
they 'did Peloniously, wilfully, and of his malice afore-
thought, did kill and murder one Frederick BrookSe......'
(sic)(?}. Mr. E. Allchurch, Special Magistrate, Clerk
of the Court on this occasion, manager of the telegraph
station, a Central Australian resident for many years and

a‘staunch South Australian(3)

N adjburned the case for
hearing before himself on 15/9/1928. ’Sergeant Noblet was
directed to commit the prisoners to gaol where they were
kept in neck-chains by the '0ld Timer‘(4).

When the hearing took place on the 15th Murray
himself conducted the proceedings(s). Hé was also the
principal witness, Lala being the only other one. Alick
Vilson acted as interpreter, probably because he was the
only man avaiiﬁble wvho could speak the Walpari 'lingo'.
After lals, who stated that he saw Padygar and Akirkra
kill Brooks, and Murray had given their evidence and made
their depositions(s), end after Padygar and Akirkra had
admitted under cross—examination that they had helped to
kill Brooks(7), Allchurch committed them for sentence
under the xSouth Australian Justices Act of 1921 to the
next session of the Supreme Court of Central Australia -
the examination of all witnesses 'having been comﬁlectedﬁ
and 'the defendants thereupon pleads guilty'(s). In doing
50 he made more than grammatical mistakes: the South
Australia? gustices Act was no longer in force in Central

9

Australis s and Padygar and Akirkra were allowed to plead

guilty although the Aboriginals Ordinance of 1918 expressly
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Plate 1

CENTRAL AUSTRALIA MURDER.

The two ahorigines who were found not gulity on a chargs of having
murdered Mr. F. Brooks, near Alice Springs. A protest against the
kilting of 17 aborigines by the police during their effort to arrest the
alteged murderers has been lodged with the Home and Territories Depart-
ment by the Rev. Athol McGregor, of the Methodist Intand Mission.

From Rdelaide Regqister i0-u-214
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(10)

forbade it ® Yet he was not altogether to blame:

he was part of the Special Magistrate System: no person

(11).

same court sentenced the two natives Murray had brought

in Central Australia had any legal training The

back from Pine Hill on September 13th, to gaol for six

(12)

nonths o

Padygar and Akirkra whiled their time away in
gaol until Murray left with them and Lala late in October
for Darwin and the Supreme Court( Murray must have set
out confident that he would obtain a conviction or else

completely despairing of it;ﬁ%he only witness he took with

- him was Lala, An attempt had been made to obtain a

statement from Chapman, but it was too late: he was
already delirious(13). However, the trackers and Skipper
and Dodger could, if the white members of the first police.

party are to‘be believed, have furnished damning evidence

as to the identification of the prisoners and their implica-

tion in the murder, for the tracking of the owners of the
pads leading away from the scene of the crime had been one
of the principal means of identification. But perhaps

Murray did not want the trackers to talk too much(14)o

The case had at f£irst been gazetted to open on
September 26th(15), but was finally heard only on November
Tth and 8th(16)° Re I, Do Mallam, recently promoted,
was the presiding Judge. As a barrister he had never
lost a case, having defended at least twenty people on a
charge of murder during his eighteen years in Darwin(17).
Perhaps this influenced his decision: he remiﬁds 6ﬁe of
Judge Pondrosass in 'Capricorniag reversed. But there

was no Caesar Bightit to come up from the South and
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(18)

challenge him. V¥ilson was again the interpreter .

November 7th was a hot day. The jury sweltered
even after obtaining permission from His Honour to remove
their coats. Mr. Asche, Crown Law Officer, acted for
the prosecution, and Mr. Foster for the defence. The
latter was equipped with a message from Bleakley that Miss.
Lock had been told by aborigines at Harding Soak that the
police party had surrounded a camp and shot a number of

(19)0

cross—examined and the court was adjourned for lunch at

sborigines, including women and children Lala was
an eiciting juncture half way through Murray's evidence —-

just when the party was preparing for Encounter 3A,

But some of the jury preferred comfort to excitement.
Tﬁoidf.thém'étdlébhbme'fof 1ﬁn¢h." Wheh the Court re-
assembled His Honour reprimanded the Sheriff for not know-
ing the difference between ten end twelve and adjourned the

case until the next day.

On November 8th a new jury was sworn in and sgpplied
with a resume of evidence already given., Lala was again
- gquestioned and when his evidencé was compared with' that of
the previous day the discerning eyes of Mr. Foster spotted
inconsistencies: Padygar was his uncle, for example, on
November Tth and no relation at all on the 8th. Mr. Foster
had probably realized that Lals would contradict himself
when he expressed the opinion that the hearing could not
continue after the disappearance of the two jurors. Mr,

Asche, of course, argued in the other direction.

Murray was surprisingly forthright. He admitted

that seventeen aborigines had been killed while his.party

was endeavouring to arrest the murderers of Brooks and even

P T R R A A o e T TR e A TS P R E T




G PR Lo B2 e S i T

had to be halted once for going into unnecessary details;
and that his party had shot to kill: !'What was the use of
a wounded black fellow hundreds of miles away from civiliza-

tion?!

By this time the case was as good as decided in
Padygar's and Akirkra's favour. But Mallam interrupted
Murray's evidence to deliver a long address to the jury,
pointing out that evidence taken from Padygar and Akirkra
before their arrival in Darwin, evidence in the Court
be;ow and evidence in the form of things shown was not
admissable, No attempt had been made to send evidence

in the proper manner from the Court in Alice Springs:

Judge Mallam had received 'a dreadfully improper document!

W e

from Allchurch, taken under the South Australian Justices
Act of 1921 and a covering letter which he refused to read.
The defendants had made statements to Murray's trackers

but as they were not present such evidence was dubitable
because it was second-hand; Murray had not cautioned the
prisoners; the evidence was not really voluntary; supplied
as it was by natives under arrest; and the prisoners
should not have been allowed to plead guilty in Alice

Springse.

Murray then continued his evidence and concluded
it by describing how one bullet had killed 'two abos'.
Vhereupon the Judge remarked 'Mowed them down whole sales‘
end the jury retired, bringing back a verdict of 'Not .
Guilty' after 15 (or 45) minutes(2o). Had the case been
heard 1,000 miles south among Lentralian settler solidarity

the verdict would very probably have been quite different@t}

Padygar and Akirkra left Darwin by train on November

13th with Constable Murray, whose duty it was to return
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them to their own countrye. After leaving the train and
camping for the night at VWar Lock waterhole, Murray'woke
up on the morning of the 14th to find that his two charges
had disappeared(ze). They later turned up at'Mataranka,
and partly, if not wholly, owing to the representations of
societies interested in the aborigines, were ?upglied with
23

the means of returning to the Walpari country Both

spent their last days at Yuendumu Native Settlement, Padygar
dying there some ten years ago and Akirkra in 1959(24).

The latter, under the illustré%éééﬁ-pseudonym of 'Bullfr055
achieved considerable fame. A photograph of Bullfrog in
.Dreamtime decorates the pages of at least:one anthropological

(25)0

work

The revelations concerning police methods and actions
et Darwin greatly stimulated a movement already feebly afoot
40 have an independent inguiry made ihto the shootings by
Murray's two parties. The sefting up of a'Board of
Enquiry‘(zs)to inquire into 'the killing of natives in
Central Australias by Police Parties and others, and concern-
ing other matters'! is the story of direct pressure brought
to bear upon the Federal Government by missionary and other
societies, strongly, though cautiously at first, supported

by the southern Press.

‘The Press learnt on September 11th, in spite of the
Government, that seventeen natives had been shot by the first

police party(27)e

The actions of both parties were pub-
licized overseas and it was sensitive to this(zs). The
London 'Times' of September 8th reported 'serious native
uprieings'. Cattle killing continued to be reported(eg),

and %tatements by clergymen like Rev. J. Needham criticizing
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the Government and deploring the callous treatment of
aborigines, appeared(3o). But still the Press was

cautious: a motion passed by the convention of the
Australian Labour Party in September, criticizing the
Government for not taking immediate action instead of

(31 )

gppointing Bleakley, nowhere appeared in its pages

Meanwhile the Department of Home and Territories
was being caused not a little concern. An election was
in the offing and it could not afford to blunder serious-

(32)

Government members, had already been received before the

A number of requests for information, two by

Darwin tr1a1(33)and on October 24th the South Austrglian
Premier promised his Parliament that he would see whether
‘he ‘could do anything to mitigate the sentence of the .
twelve natives who had broken into the Glen Helen Store(34),
The Department of Home and Territories was hard beset,
chiefly because it knew so little. By the time of the
Darwin trial the only information it had concerning the
killings was the two reports of Murray, the second of
which did not list the fatalities, and a few belated com-

(35)

lost at Darwin it was aghast and sent a coded telegram to

ments by Cawood When it heard that the Crown had
Cawood asking for information(as). Fortunately for it,
there had been time only for one question(37) concerning
the killings to be asked in the House before the First

Session of the Tenth Parliament ended on September 22nd.

The southern and northern papers of November Gth
carried the story of the Darwin trial and also of a number
of protests about it. Rev. A, McGregor, a Methodist
Missionary newly arrived in the Northern Territory and

just back in Katherine from a trip to the Centre, viciously
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criticized the shocking way in which justice had been
adninistered to the Walpari as revealed at the trial(BB).

On the same day he sent a telegram of protest to the
Department of Home and Territories, asking for an inquiryg39)
Burton, Secretary of the Présbyterian General Assembly,
did likewise(4o)° And W. J. Clemens, Secretary of the .
Department of Home and Territories, sent a despatch to
Cawood reprimanding him for his failure to supply sufficient
information and comments on the police reports he had
forwarded, and declaring, inter alia, that his Department
wves 'at a loss to understand! the 'sudden' outburst of
trouble with the natives, He also hinted that an inquiry

might have to be made(41).

' On November 11th a Methodist Minister in Darwin,
Rev. S. Jarvis, delivered a tirade about the Darwin trial
from the pulpit, and the southern papers of the 13th
deciared that Darwin, hardy Darwin, was shocked by the
revelations, also reporting a 'general denunciation! of the
action the police had taken(42). The Methodist Inland
Mission had written to the Department of Home and Territories
on the previous day supporting McGregor's request(43)°
The Department began fishing for likely investigators.
On November 13th Clemens wrote to the Public Service Inspec-
tor of South Australia asking him to recommend s reputable
and experienced South Australian citizen(44). On the
same day Reve W Morley, Secretary of the Association for
the Protection of Native Races, despatched a letter to the
Prime HMinister (Bruce) supporting a telegram sent on the
12th asking for s representative on the Commission of

Inquiry, if set up; and on the following day he sent

another letter to Bruce, pointing out the power and history
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of his Association and the fact that the Leader of the
Opposition in his peolicy speech had promised to inaugurate

a policy along lines favoured by it, and demanding an
inguiry and a clear declaration of the policy of the Govern-

(45).

ment towards the aborigines Bruce thereupon gave o
public assurance that the matter would be 'sifted to the

bottom‘(46).

But demands for an inquiry were still sent in: by
tﬁe WOmenis Non-Party Association of South Australia on
the 16th; The Australian Council of Churches on the 17th;
the World Peace Department of the Theosophical Order of
Service on the 20th; and the Australian Aborigines' Mission

two days later(47).

The Kimberley atrocities again becane
"a topical subject among correspondehtS'tO'the'PreSS'and-one
enthusiastic citizen wrote to the Prime Minister declaring

that he could clear all concerned in the shootings(48).

At last on November 28th the Government decided-on an
Independent Inquiry and nade its decision public two days
later(49). The Church, missidnaryFand anthropological
societies, supported by & Press not backward to publish
their protests and having utilized a few lucky levers such
as the oncoming elections and the acquittal of Padyger and
Akirkra, which had rendered the seventeen shot technically

innocent, had won the day.

However, there was still thé morrow to be concerned
for: +the personnel and terms of reference of the Inquiry
had yet to be decided on. From the outset various societies
had insisted that the scope of any inquiry should be very
broad, broad enough to include an investigation into the
conditions of the aborigines in Central Australis and
recommendations as to future policy; and that the per-

sonnel should be representative of all interested parties.
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This time, however, the Government was firm.
In insisting on narrow terms of referxence it repeatedly
referred to the broad scope of the inguiry being conduct-
ed by Bleakley, whose report, fortunately for it, had not
come in when expected and was due in a few months time(50).
MeGregor had asked for ta full inquiry' and Burton for
'the fullest inquiry'(51); but the Methodist Inland
Mission on November 12th demanded more than an ingquiry
into the shootings: 'We trust that the scope of the in-
quiry will be broad with a view to the framing of some
national policy that will be satisfactory to all sections

of the community(Sz)'.

Bruce countered this with his
vague assurance that the matter would be 'sifted to the

" bottom's A few more demands for a broad inquiry were
made: by, for example, the Victorian Council of Churches
and the Association for the Protection of Native Races(53).
But most associations were content to press for an inquiry
only into the actual shootings. Nobody who could be csalled
g Northener pressed for anything. H, Nelson early in
December swept the polls and was returned as the represente-
tive of the Northern Territory in the House of Representat-
ives on a platform of forty-three planks, not one of which
(54)

was concerned with the aborigines

On December 12th, therefore, J. 4. C(arrodus) of
the Department of Home Affairs(BS) felt free to suggest
the following narrov terms of reference: an inquiry was
to be made as to whether the shooting of the seventeen
and of the fourteen aborigines by the police parties and
of Wangaridge by Tilmouth was justified and into ‘'Any
other matters which, in the opinion of the tribunal, have

relation to the foregoing or whicﬁ’might indicate the
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reasons for the recent attacks by aborigines on white nen

in Central Australia'(ss).

On the following day Clemens
altered the last paragraph to 'Whether on the part of the
‘settlers in the districts concerned, or in eny other direc-
tion, any provocation had been given thch could reason-
ably account for the recent depredations by the aborigines
and their attacks on white men in Central Australia. If

- not, what, in the opinion of-?he)tribunal, were the reasons
57

for the aborigines' actions?' thus conceding a little
to those who demanded an inquiry of wide scope. No
further alterations, except in insignificent detail, were

maede to these instructions.

On December 13th the Board of Enquiry was officially
appointed by the Governor-General, and a special Board of
Enquiry Ordinance had been drawn up by the Attorney-
General's Department after the Inquiry had been decided on:
it had suddenly dawned on Clemens that there was no law in
force in Central Australia which would allow such a Board

(59)

to function It gave the Governor-General power o
appoint Boards of Enquiry in Central Australia and the
Board the power to examine witnesses upon oath or affirma-
tion and to summon any person and any evidence it.desired;
and provided for a penalty of twelve monfhs imprisonment

for anyone who knowingly gave false testimony.

The Board had the power to 'sift the matter to the

bottom! if it wanted to.

There was & much bitterer struggle with the Govern-
ment over the personnel of the Board. The Association

for the Protection of Native Races led the attack.
Already on November 12th it asked for a representative

on any Commission that might be appointed and received an
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WHITE MAN'S JUSTICE: The three memhers of the commisslon who
are now enquiring .Into the shooting - of ‘blacks -in - central _Australia.
From left: Inspector Giles, Mr. A, -H. O'Kally (ehalrman). and Mr, J. &
; : !‘awood A photograph hy The Reglster’s speelal representative,
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assurance some days later that its request would be taken
into consideration(6o). On the 15th the South Australian
Public Service Inspector replied to Clemens' letter of the
13th, suggesting Police Inspector P. A. Giles of Oodnadatta,
who had had much experience among aborigines, as a suitable
person to undertake inguiries. He feared that ' "the man
in the street" might view the appointment of a Police
Officer with some suspicion and feel that any report fur-
nished might be framed with the object of "white washing"
the Police Force', but nevertheless thought that exper-
ience was the most important requirement(61). But Clemens
already had Giles in mind: on the 13th he had suggested fto
- Howse that Giles be a member of the commission; and

~J« He Edgar; the Tibetan missionary who had recently been |
s0 outspoken in condemning the Central Australian aborigines,
vas his sécond choice(62). Obviously the Government was

taking no chances in choosing the personﬁel.

On November 27th Bruce solicited the Queensland
Premier for the services of A.H., 0'Kelly, Police Magistrate
at Cairné, and a few days later thazt officer was appointed
Chairman of the Board(63). The requests of the associa~
tions were not receiving much consideration. Cawood
telegraphed the Department of Home Affairs on December 1st
suggesting that if there was to be a mission representative
it should be E. Kramer, a missionary of the Aborigines!
Priends' Association in Central Australia, who was well-
disposed to the Administration(64)o The complete personnel
was announced on December 4th: O'Kelly, Giles and Cawood

himself(65)e

There was an immediate storm of protest, again headed

by the Association for the Protection of Native Races.
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This association was to challenge the Government's actions

(s6).

to the bitter end On December 6th Bruce summerily

announced that he would not consider the protests(67),
He had conveniently forgotten his promise to consider the
appointment of a representative of the Association for the

Protection of Kative Races.

When the full details concerning the personnel and
terms of reference appeared in the Press on December 20th,
more criticisms were made, especially by Dr. Basedow of the
Aborigines'! Protection League(68). On the same day Giles
ratﬁer indiscreetly indicated his bias by pointing out how
unreliable accounts of the conditions of aborigines in

(69).

Central Australia were No-one outside officialdonm

"knew that Cawood's Secretary, Carrington, who was not even-
qualified(7o) to take shorthand notes, was to act as Secretary
to the Board, One wonders whether O'Kelly was not given
instructions, in addition to the terms of reference, in ‘
Canberra, whither he was SPecifically summoned before going

(71)

s s 2 . .
'confidential report'(7 ) which has never been made public.

on to Adelaide and Alice Springs He later made =
He was no doubt instructed to do so. . The Board of Enquiry
seemed designed to 'white~wash' the actions of the police )

and settlers., And that is exactly what it set out to do.

O'Kelly and Giles arrived in Alice Springs with a
typewriter for Carrington and camping gear, after being me%d
by Cawood at Rumbalara, the northern-most point of the rail-
way under construction, on December 29th(73). The Board
of Enquiry was declared open on the following day and evid-
ence taken from one witness, It is almost unbelievable,

but true, that Murray was allowed to be present at all of
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the sittings and Kramer at most of them(74).

Murray was
allowed to ask questions and when he intimated that he digd
not desire the presence of Alick Wilson, who was ill in

(75)°

Darwin, the Board dispensed with Wilson's evidence

It had been anticipated by the Department of Home
Affairs that the inquiry would take from two to three months
to conmplete. But after travelling 1,500 miles by car over
rough roads or no roads at all and examining thirty witnesses
at nine different places(76), the Board completed its hear-
ings on 16/1/1929 and despatched its Finding to the Departrzenz

of Home Affairs on the 18th(77).

Thus only eighteen days
were spent making investigations and one in arriving at and
setting down conclusions, And while the Board was in
session its Secretary held belated inquests into the deaths

(78)

of the seventeen aborigines and of Wangaridge It is

not too severe a criticism to say that the inquiry was a bit

of hurry--up(79)°

O'Kelly had telegraphed the Department
of Home Affai:s already on January 6th, eight days after the
Inquiry had been declared open, that he would have the report

ready by January 3Oth(80).

Thirty witnesses in all, if one counts Carrington's
inquest into the death of Wangaridge -~ the Board counted
it(81) - were examined, and a number of exhibits produced.
Strangely enough the depositions at the Alice Spfings hearing
were hot among the latter, possibly because of the severe
remarks of Mallem, while comparatively irrelevant details,
such as the depositions made at the inquest into the death
of Henty and the police report concerning an attack by blacks

(82)

on a blacktracker at Arltunga)were °

An analysis of the witnesses shows that the only

native evidence produced was that of 'Police' Paddy who

~~~~~ ey S T NI T R T P, T T Y
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later became notorious for alleged shooting of aborig-
ines. The evidence of Major, who was said to have
'identified! all killed in the first four encounters, was
dispensed with as he had gone 'bush'(84). And Dodger was
not called on because he, on the evidence of the white
members of the party, had been with the pack-horses in the
rear all the time(85). To take evidence from relatives
of the natives killed did not even occur to the Board.

This compafes very unfavourably with the Wood Roysl Commiss-

(86)

ion which examined fifteen aborigines and nineteen whites,

and’'with inquiries concerning the native peoples of New

Guinea and elsewhere(87)

y and indicates that the well known
difficulty of obtaining reliable native evidence was not the

.only factor which cgused the Board to dispense with it.

Seventeen of the thirty represented pastbral
interests: eleven of these were directly engaged in the
pastoral industry; the rest were managers, wives, drovers
“and station hands. Four of the thirty were missionaries, and
seven were representatives of the Administration, including
three policemen (1f Paddy be counted). 0f the thirty only
three had had less than five years experience with the
blacks, two of them being missionaries McGregor and Lock:
so that most of the people the Board questioned had had
their opinion of the asborigines lowered through contact and
were not willing to give evidence against one another,

This is evident alone from the fact that McGregor and Lock
vere the only witnesses to give evidence and express opinions

radically different from that of the other twenty eight(BB).

It is not surprising, then, that it took so short a
time for the Board to reach its conclusions.. It stated

that the shooting of the seventeeq,of the fourteen and of



e T A e e T i S G T A e A I B i s e G A R KA s B ot

- 45 =

Vangaridge was justified; that the police parties were
not punitive expeditions; +that no provocation had been
given which could reasonably account for the depredetions
by the aborigines and their attacks on white men; and
that the aborigines acted as they did because the Wall-

(89) .

border on a marauding expedition; Dbecause of the bad

ﬁulla Trlbe had come over from the Western Australian
influence of unattached missionaries, inexperienced settlers
and semi-civilized ngtives on myalls; because semi-
civilized natives tend to lose their hunting skill while
blugging on the working boys at the stations and a woman
missioﬁary living aemongst some of them had lowered’their
respect for whites; because aboriginal crimes often went
unpunished, there were 1nsuff1c1ent pollce and 1mpr1sonment
vwas not, in any case, a deterrent to the of;enders' and
because escaped prisoners from Darwin wandered about causing
unrest and preaching revolt against the whites. In con-
clusion it found that there was no starvation among the
‘natives of Central Australia, there being ample food and

water for them(go)

The people of Central Australia are still proud of

(91)

their 'Royal Commission!
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Chapter 3. WHITE MAN'S BEDOURIE, REFERELGES .

1, Arabic vord meaning dense dust-gtorm lasting for days
end enveloping evervthing.

Ze fistekes like this were made in the two depositions,
the comnittal snd the varrant, and reflect i1l upon th
judicial system of Central lustralia in 1928. See
File of Parers for all papers relating to the trial in
Alice Springs.

3. Horthern Stendard, 17/2/28; and ibid, 9/11/28;

N.T, Times, 9/11/28.

L4+ See photograph facing p.32 and cf. Chapter I, footnoue
62 and text (above).

5. N.T, Times 9/11/28; lMNorthern Standard $/11/28.

6. See File of Pavers; N.T, Times 18/9/28; Advertiser
17/9/28.

s N T. Tlnas, Advertluer, ibid.

8. F11e of Papars, 'Committal for Sentence,' 15/9/28.

9, N.T. Tinmes, 9/11/28; IHorthern Standard, 9/11/28.

10, s, 58 (loc. cit.); cfe Mallam in N.T. Times 9/11/28,
Northern Standard, 9/11/28.

11. cf. F. E, Baume, Tragedy Track, p. 3%

12, Advertiser 17/9/283.

13. Procesdings, p. 60 (evidence of Sgt. Noblet).
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cfe Finding of the Bosrd of Enguiry, p.l; Procecdings
poe 40, 44y 45, 55; WH.T. Tires 9/11/28; MNorthern
Standard, 9/11/28

Covernnent Gazette, 21/9/28.

The only printed records of the Darwin trial are news-
paper reports: the records of the Court were destroyed
durinw Vorlé Var II. However, the two Darwin paners
espacially the Lorthern Standard, gave {full and ftl“ly
reliable reports of the case. Ixcepl as otherwise
indicated, wvhat is here written on the Darwin {trial is
based on informqtion contained in Northern Standard,
9/11/28 end ¥,T. Times, 9/11/28.
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17. lorthern Standard, 18/5/28.

18. He probably accompanied MYurray to Darvin,

19. EBleakley to Hometer, 15/10/28, in File of Papers.

20. Sorthern Stondard reports that the jury retired for
» p - J
© 15 minutes., N,T. Times for 45 minutes.

21, c¢fe the wey in which the residents of Central Australia
net the inquiries of the Board of Znguiry (below,
footnote €8 and text) and G,T. Wood, Renort of Roval
Commission ({loc. cit.) p. vi.

2. W.G. Murray, Report-'re Discharged Prisoners, Padygar
and Akirkra!, 22/11/28, in File of Fapers; Advertiser
23/11/28.

23. . Blanche Stephens (Secretary of W.N.F.A.), Letter to
Howse, 16/11/28 in File of Papers; Aborigines'! Friends'
Association, innual :oport (1928), p. 1C.

Rhe  Reve Te Fleming, Letter to_the suthor, 13/5/60,

25, B, Dean and V. Carell, Dust for the Dancers, facing
p. 54 (reproduced Chapter V, <facing p. 73 below)

26.  The word is spelt thus in the original document; wherever
it is not used in connexion with the Board I prefer and
use 'inquiry', For full title see Bibliozraphv I(e).

27. Rezister 11/9/28; cf. Chapter II, footnote 38 and

text (above).
28. c¢f. Chapter I, footnote 98 end text (above).
29.  Advertiser, 18/10/28; Register, 12/9/28, 8/9/28.

30,  Sydney Morniny Herald 19/9/28.

31. As far as I can ascertain. It appeared, however, in
London Tines , 14/9/28.

326 cfe W.L, Parsons to Howse, 31/10/28 in File of Paners:
Chapter V, fooinote 77 and text (below).

fut

33. See File of Papers, especially memorandum, 26/11/28,
listing 'Associabions and persons ... who have written
to the Department regarding shooting of sborigines in
Central Australia.!

34e legister 25/10/28.




L
35. ecf. Clenens to House 13/11/28; memorandum by

36,
37.

38,

39.
40.
A
42,

L3

A

45,
46

474
480
49.
50.

51.
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Jeh, Clarrodus), 19/11/28; ‘lNotes made by the Home
Department. 4 summing up of the position,! 23/11/283,
in File of Papars.

Hometer to Gowres, 9/11/28, in File.of Papcrs.

CPD vol. 119, 6607 (12/9/2%).

Rexister 9/11/28; Arzus 10/11/28; N.T. Tines
9/11/25, 13/11/28; cf. Proceedings, Exhibit 7 and

pe 38; Do Lockwood, Fair Dinkum, p. 84.

In File of Papers,

ibid (9/11/28).
Clemens to Cawood 9/11/28 in ibid.
Begey, Sydney MHorningo Herald, 13/11/28; Register,

13/11/28; and see Advertiser 12/11/2%; [L.T. Tinss,
13/11/28.

‘T.C. Rentoul to Clemens, 12/11/28, in File of Papers. -

See File of Papers.

ibid; and see Sydrey Mornirz Herald, 14/11/28.

ivid, 15/11/28; Argus, 15/11/2%,

See File of Pavers; Register, 17/11/28; Arsus 17/11/28;
Advertissr, 22/11/28.

lajor Almond to Bruce, 27/11/28, in File of Parers.

VMinute. by J.A. Carrodus), 28/11/28; Hometer to Gowres,
28/11/28 in ibid; degister, Argus and Sydnev Morning
Ferald, 20/11/28. '

CPD, vol. 119, p. 6536 (11/9/28); Regzister, 6/12/28,
24/1/29.

See footnotes 39 and 40 and text (above).
Above, footnote 43.

lorley toc Bruce, 4/12/28; C.A. Judkins to Bruce,
30/11/2% in File of Pepars.

A I o 1 On
aborigines' Frotection Leasue, A Statement ctc.
(oce cits) po 3; N.T. Tirss, 11/12/28.
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62,
63.
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65.
66,

67.
68,

69.

704

71,

The naeme of the Department was changed in Fovember.

See File of Papers. It was as yet unknown to the
Departrent that lorton had shot one native.

ibid,

Mo. 30 of 1928, See Proceedings, Exhibit I.

Clemens to Bruce, 30/11/28, in File of Pavers.

Horley to Bruce, 12/11/28; Deane to Forley, 21/11/28
in ibid.

GeE, Willson to Clemens, 15/11/28, in ibid.

Clemens to H owse, 13/11/28, in ibid.

Bruce to McCormack, 27/11/28; licCormack to Bruce,
28/11/28, in ibid; Sydney Morninz Herald, 3C/11/28.

Govres to Hometer {siec), 1/12/28, in File of Fapcrs;

and see Froceedingg, DPs 2R=23,

Svdnev Morning Herald, Argus, 4/12/28.

See File of Peners.
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Rezister, 6/12/:8,
Argus  21/12/28; London Tires, 24/12/28.
Advertiser 20/12/28.

Govres to Hometer (sic), 13/12/28, in File of Parers.

Minute by J.A. Carrcdus), 4/12/28, in ikid. It hed
been suggested (lcCormack to Druce, 1/12/28, in ibid)
that he fly to Alies Springs from Hughenden, presuvisacly
after travelling to Hughenden by train.

The only (but sufficient and significant evidence for
this) is a memorandum of Deane {by then Secretary of
Home Affairs) to Cawood, 26/&/29, in ibid.

Houe Affeirs te Govres, 17/12/28, in ibid; Finding
of the Zoard of Enguiry, Dpe le

Proceedinis, pp. 2, 4. Kramer was admitbed to
sessions of the Boasrd on 31/12/28.
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FPinding of the Board of urqu1vy Pels Advertiser,
44/1/L9. A reyresentative of the lelbourne Eereld
accompanied the Board.

59; Covres toc Fome Affairs, 18/1/29
a . Lockwood (Fsir Dinkuu, p. £5)
that the 3oard sat for eix months!

Se2 the dspocitions and also Boma Affeirs to Govres,
?2(?)/1a/28, in File of Feper

Hastily and hence poorly done jobj 'slandash';
cf. Bruce to licCoriack, 28/11/28, in File of Taners
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cf. Register 8/1/29.

See File of Po

Proceedings, p. 49 and Exhibit ©.
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There were 13 Ixnibits; included only in the crigine
Proceedings, now in possessicn cf the Jepertment oi
Territoiies, Darwin.
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Bspecially arono natives. Rev. F.W. Albrecht,
Letter -te the suthor, 5/5/60; - C.P. Mountford, .
Entry in disry, 19/6/42.

Findinge of the Boar@éf Enquiry, p. 1.
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ibid.

Minutes snd V & P of the Perl. of Western fust.s
RIO. 3. Of 1927’ po }CVl.

A,S. Canning, Allebgtlonp of rlonglnos end Forced
Labour of Nabiwes' ~ lovort ¢f Inouiry, CPP, 1923,
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to the Lesgue of Nsticns on the Administrastion of the
Territory of New Guinea, 1927-8, CPP 1929, 11, 2747
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Proceedingg, passin; cf. Hews, 14/3/29.
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footnote “13 and text (below). :
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See Firdinz of the Board of Znauiry.

This title was frequently given to the Soard in
letters by Centraliens to the euthor; cf. M. Terry,
Hidden ealth and Hiding Peonle, ©p. 237,




Chapter 4.

WHICH-WAY, BOSS? (1)

The reader has probably asked himself by now: Vere
the shootings really justified? What were the real causes
of the depredations by natives? It is time to pause and
attenpt to answer these and other questions and to look at

the native side of the story.

No real attempt has been made by a disinterested
person to give a critical evaluation of the findings of the
Boérd. Mrs. M. M. Bennett made some severe criticisms in
'The Australian Aboriginal as a Human Being', 1930, but
went to extremes, writing as she did in the heat of the
affair. The only other bOoks(e) to mention the subject at
any length praise or at least condone the actions of the
police parties and the findings of the Board, However,
there was some criticism of the findings immediately after

they were made public on January 30th, 1929(3).

The Press, or at any rate the conservative Press,
ot first uneritically accepted them, But the conviction
that they were correct could not have been very deep; for

(4)

aborigines of Central Australia, substantiated by many

_when a report concerning the physical condition of the
photographs, was distributed in March, 1929, by Dr. W, Walker,
& humane citizen of South Australia who had set out to

create a public conscience in relation to the eborigines,

the Press was at last aroused and carried biting editorial
comments on the policy of the Government(S). It never,
however; openly attacked the findings as +the more radicel

1 (6)

'Smith's Veekly and 'Northern Standard'(7) did, though

continual criticism forced isolated admissions such as
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(8)

'the‘police used more force than was needed! out of it.
Sometimes it even implicitly supported the findings by
publishing articles like that in the Adelaide 'Register!

of 6/2/1929, praising Murray who 'Rides Alone and Gets His
Man Always's  And when Canon C. Lefroy published an article
in the !'Contemporary Review! of February, 1929, critical

of the Kimberley atrocities, it was generally condemned by
the big dailies, especially as it had been written before

(9).

Press seemed to have been that though it would like to

the Finding was.available The general attitudeof the
crificize the Finding it should refrain from'doing so lest

it embarrass the Governments,

Before the flndlngs appeared in the Press 1n01dents
in the North had kept publlc ‘opinion and the varlous
associations on their mettle, The manhunt for 'VWillaberta
Jack', ‘the murder of Renouf on the Daly River by blacks(10)
and the attack on a black—trecker at Arltunga(11) vere
prominently ﬁublicized. And the 1929 census, which re-

vealed to the public for the first time on January 30th(12)
that full-bloods were holding their own and half-castes

increasing, must have convinced many people that the aborig-

ine and his problem were not dying out after all.

Soon after the verdict of the Board became known
criticisms by the Australian Board of Missions, Dr. Basedow,
and the Methodist Missionary Society of Australasia appeared
in the Press(13). On January 31st A. J. Vogan, author of
'Black Police', penned a letter entitled 'Killing No Murder!

to the Department of Home Affairs(14).

But it was not until the Association for the Protec-
tion of Native Races held a meeting in March that serious

and detailed criticism began. This Association had been
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furnished with a copy of the Finding and Proceedings of

(15).

statement of the views of the meeting to Bruce. It resented

the Board On April 20th it forwarded a lengthy

the fact that the composition of the Board was tentirely
official?! and that there was no legal representation for
the natives — both in spite of requests made by the Assoc-
igtion. It also complained that, though there was not
sufficient evidence as to the identification of the aborig-
ines, four separate shootings by @& police party armed to
the teeth should have taken place. And it inferred from
the  fact that Murray did not mention the number killed in
his police reports and from a statement attributed to
0'Kelly by the Adelaide 'Register' of 17/1/1929 to the
effect that Murray hedged before the Board and was casual -
about the téking of thirty-one lives, that Murray was not
candid at the Inquiry and perhaps concealed the number
killed., O'Kelly's alleged statement did not appear in the
typed copy of evidence produced before the Board: perhaps
Carrington's typewriter was too slow for it and perhaps
there was another reason. It also pointed out that Lock
was the only unattached missionary in Central Australia,
that the whole report did not tally with Mr. Bleakley's(16)
and that the report-said nothing about comboism though it
was prevalent. In conclusion, it asked for further

(17).

investigation When the statement reached Home Affairs,

Je Ao C(arrodus) minuted '....assumed no action'. It was

(18).

answered on June 6th

Later in March a meeting of the Australian Board
of Missions also criticized the Findings and sent a resolu-

(19).

tion to Bruce in April Bishop Le Fanu, upon return-

ing from the meeting to Brisbane was particularly vociferous,

praising the part played by the Association for the Protectic

o g T
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of Native Races in getting the Board set up but deprecat-
ing the fact that the inquiry had not been shown to be
tabsolutely above suspicion'(zo). The resolution stated
that 'at least one representative of bodies representative
of public interest in the case of the aborigines' should
have been appointed to the Board of Enquiry, that a legal
officer should have been engaged to assist the Board;
that tracker Major, the ﬁost important witness, should
have been questioned; that the evidence should have been
made public and fhat the report brought itself under the
implication of bias by alleging that unattached mission-
aries had a harmful influence while asserting that there
had been no provocation by the settlers.

On April 11th and 12th the National Missionary
Council met to discuss, inter alia, Bleakley's report
with Abbotte. Opinions similar to those expressed in the
resolution of the Australian Board of Missions were put
forward and a resolution pointing out - incorrectly -
that no natives were shot by police'in carrying out their
duties during the twenty-year regime of Sergeant Stott
and urging the police to employ more peacefu% methods,

(21)°

Friends' Association was the mover, At a meeting of the

was passed Reve Jo Ho Sexton of the Aborigines'
Presbyterian General Assembly of Victoria in May, similar
‘views were expressed and a resolution paésed and later

forwarded to the Department of Home Affairs(zz).

After this the voice of the Association for the
Protection of Native Races alone was heard in protest.
On July 22nd its Secretary, Rev. ¥W. HMorley, wrote to
Abbott stating that his Association regretfully accepted

'the altogether unsatisfactory findings'., But he was
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not through yet: he changed front and demanded the removal

(23). This Abbott refused to do(24). But the

of Murray
wily Morley wrote again demanding that Murray be removed
for his own good and in the interests of black and white
in Central Australia, but shifting part of his attack to
the way in which the Alice Springs trial was conducted(25).
Abbott and the National Government did not stay in office
long enough to answer this. When the new Minister for
Home Affairs, A. Blakely, replied on 6/5/1930 it was too

late for anything'to be done in this direction(26).

’

I have set down the history of the criticisms of the
‘Board!s_findings_not only because many of -then were valid, -
but to demonstrate that it was mainly the associations
interested in the welfare of aborigines,especially the church
end mission societies, who spoke out on behalf of themeber-
igtmes, and to record to what extent they were really pre-
pared o go in tHe. interests, of—the—sbonisines. It has
been demonstrated that the church and mission societies were
by far the most vocal section of the Australian pubdblic in
connexion with the Coniston killings. When they and their
ideas of Christianizing and educating the natives are
criticized, however validly, it should be remembered how
great a part they played in sharpening a national conscience

in Australia toﬁards the aborigines(26a)o

But there are other valid criticisms than most of
those already presented; andé some of those presented need
amplification. The Enquiry was so hasiy that those conducz-

ing it had little time to see many of the discrepancies in

e e Y
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the e#idence even if they wanted to. It is very difficult
to arrive at the truth in many particulars, however, as the
whole‘affair has been distorted fron the beginning partly
by societies interested in it for its propaganda value but
chiefly, it seems, by the Governuent as a matter of policy
and by the settlers in their own interests. Nevertheless,
after reading or hearing all available evidence, one is

left with definite convictions on the important issues.

The most damning statement made in the finding’
is-that 'the Board is—prepared to believe the evidence of
ali witnesses'(27). This presumahly applies only to the
three 'reputable settlers'(Qs) mentioned, Stafford, Saxby
andiBriscoe, and tQVMurrayvhimself, as the Board definitely.
was not prepared to believe some of the evidence given by

(29); At any rate, the state-

McGregory, Lock and Heinrich
ment is made directly after the Board records its suspicion
that Saxby was not prepared to admit how many natives he
had shot, Murray himself had said that there was something
wrong if Saxby had not shot any, for he had shot to kill(Bo).
In any case both Saxby and Briscoe were employed by Staf-
rora®",  Ana stafrora and Saxby nowhere stated that they
went after more natives on Septembef 1st, as Terry has
since assertedth). There is no evidence that the Board
concerned itself to inquire into the repute of these wit-
nessese. Murray had been cleared of some very grave charges
in 1924(33)° Stafford, it is true, had a very high reputa-
tion among the settlers; but this is an indication that
he, an unmarried wan prepared illegally to employ an aborig-—
ingl fema%e,)might also have been prepared to act in their
34 :

interests

The Finding also states that Paddy corroborated(35)
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Murray's account, though Murray hinmself, in dispensing

with the evidence of Wilson, said that it would probably

(36)

be as unreliable as Paddy's had been « Carrington's

report(37)

c0of Paddy's evidence is very confusing as well
as being inaé@rate in detail: Paddy says, for éxample,
that‘he saw the body of Brooks(BB); and he does not
mention until specifically asked, that Murray shot

(39)

Woolingar

Concerning the shooting of the fourteen, Morton's
(40)

evidence corroborates Murray's That was the most
the Board could say as no more eye-witnesses were examine@
though VWilson and the aborigine who accompanied the party

(41)0

Morton's evidence, as we shall see later.

could have been produced There is reason to doubt
Were the various shootings !justified!, as the
Board claimed? Much evidence points in the opposite

direction - 1if one allows that the aborigine is the

equal of the white man before the law.

First there is the question of identification and
whether any innocent were shot,. The Board stated that
_Major identified most of the natives in the first four
shootings(42) and yet his . evidence was dispensed with both
before the.Board and in Darwin. In any case, it was a
foolish claim to make; for Major did not really identify
any of the nativese. He had not witnessed the murder of
Brooks and could 'identify' only by following tracks for
a very long wsoy from the scene of the crime, some of which
were a week olq,or by asserting that Skipper and Dodger

had told him that such and such an aborigine had helped
to murder Brooks(43).
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Murray claims that, before setting out, he ascertsin-
ed the names of twenty aborigines implicated in the murder

of Brooks(44).

From whom he does not say; presumably it
was from other members of the Walpari tribe, including
Woolingar and Padygar,. The only other evidence procured
while the party was out was the alleged confession of some
of the natives captured or shot - the two who slipped
their handcuffs, for example; the 'volunteering' of
information by other natives} and the fact that articles
belonging to Brooks were found in a number of the camps<45).
Howé}er, a native never volunteers.evidence agasinst his
kin(46); it is still difficult for trusted persons to get
. the natives to talk about the Coniston killings; articles
‘were found in a number of camps, but not in all; and who
was to say which of the natives of such a camp were guilty?
Besides, Dodger, not Major, is said to have identified

Padygar and Woolingar(47)

and none of the nsmes mentioned
before the Board coincidegwith twelve listed by Lala, the

only available witness of the murdexr, in Darwin(48).

The fact that there were very few wounded, none of

(49)

in ruthless and indiscriminate shootings in which some

vhom survived , indicates that the police parties engaged

innocent were sure to suffer, Since the shpotingg,Walpariv
natives have told men like Strehlow, Mountford and Albrecht
that a number of innocent were shot, sometimes including
(50)

women and children - The two lubras the police party

admitted to shooting could not both have been guilty as
(51)

only one lubra is mentioned in the official story

concerning the killing of Brooks,

In the case of the fourteen, the Board found that

Horton had employed them 2ll at various times and was able

e g v ezt B
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(52)

to identify them as his attackers . But Morton
himself nowhere claims that he employed all of them.
It is unbelievable that a man, suddenly attacked by
(53)

about fourteen natives and dazed after a few blows,
should be able to recognize them over a month after the

attack.

Nor is it altogether certain that only thirfy-one
were shot by the two parties. This number must be re-
garded as a minimum being the number given by Murray and
other members of the party who had nothing to gain by
admitting to the shooting of more. - It is fairly certein,
however, that only one each was shot by Tilmouth and
Morton when attacked.

" The Press reports indicate that a Darwin Murray
admitted to fhe shooting of sixteen by the first party,
onitting Encounter 2A(54). The number given elsewhere
for this encounter is six. This would mean that twenty-
two were shot by the first party. The discrepancy may
be due to faulty reporting. However, Murray visited more
places than indicated in evidence produced before the

(55)

the thirty-one and exactly when some of the encounters

(56)

took place . The shooting seems to have been disorder-

Board and neither he nor anyone else knows who shot

ly and even out of hand.

Murray and Paddy were the only ones to admit before
the Board that they shot any. All the others either did
not know or denied that they had done so. Of the seven~
teen Murray admitted to shooting five(57). This leavés
eleven for Paddy and Wilson, Paddy admitted to shooting
(58)

only one Wilson was not examined, Stafford did not

indicate while giving evidence who shot the two lubrasi
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now he says that Paddy shot them both(59).. Of the

(60) .

fourteen'Murray admitted to shooting only five ;

neither he nor Morton knew who shot the rest.

Wilson, a member of both parties, was prosecuted,
together with W. Braitling, in 1945 for allegedly assault-
ing an aborigine. He may have had a private score to
settle in 1928(61) and so may have tﬁe others. Nobody

knows; and the Board did not even attempt to know.

In view of all these discrepancies - and more

co@ld be mentioned - a more correct estimate of those shot
seems to be the seventy reported in the Melbourne "Herald"
of 20/11/1928, or the 105 Albrecht thinks were ri11eal62),
At any rate native evidence points to a greater number
”thﬁn‘fhifty-bﬁe;‘ .ﬁafives told the Cockatoo Creek Exped-
ition in 1931(63), Strehlow in 1932(64) and Mountford in
1942(65) that more than thirty-one were shot. Mountford
was told that Padika (i.e. killer Paddy) strung up children
'all the same'like nanny goats' =~ Miss Lock was told be-
fore the Board began its sittings that chiidren had been
.shot(66) - and that Paddy went about cutting the throats
of the wounded and clubbing them to death; and a Granites
aborigine said that he had been forced to kill the
wounded(67)a Undoubtedly some of the natives! stories
have become distorted with the passage of time, but they
cannot altogether be discounted when considering the report

of an Enquiry that did not even give them a hearing.

(68)

In an interview with the author Murray implied
that if any innocent were shot they were shot in self=-
defence. This is the usual stand to take. The South
African police recently claimed that they shot in self-

“defence at Sharpeville. It is significant that Murray's
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(69)

police reports nowhere claim that the shootings were in
self-defence and hence justifieds They were in the 'unfort-
unately-drastic-action-had-to-be-taken! and the !'shoot-or-

let-go! vein. Yet when he came before the Board he c%aimed
v (70)
that his parties shot in self-defence on every occasion .

In any case, the shooting of Woolingar when he swgng a chain
at Murray can hardly be called self-defence, and the shooting

of two aborigines at a(distance of 150 yards while running
: 70a)
avay definitely cannot .

Nor were the natives repeatedly told to lay down their

(71)
weapons on each occasion as the Finding asserts « There

4A. \ And when they were cautioned by the first party it was
sometimes, according to Murray, done by the trackers(72).
Paddy, however, told the Board that he cautioned them in
Aranda and that they could not understand him because they
were 'Illparra' (i.e. Walpari) blacks(73).

No doubt the only elternative to shooting some of the
aileged guilty ones was to allow them to éscape(74). The
police parties took the former course, a highly suspect one
in the absence of definite identification.

One is forced to the conclusion that both parties
were punitive expeditions intent on 'teaching the natives a
lesson's  The Board discounted this on the grounds that

many natives were allowed to go free, that the parties could

have shot 100 if they wanted to, that Murray dismounted on
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each occasion ana tried to arrest the natives and that the
wounded wsre tended to(75).

No doubt the parties would have arrested the natives
if they could have or if it was practical. No-one will
depy them a little humanity. However, it was not practical
to arrest them as they would probably have been acquitted by
a vwhite jury or condemned to death, only to have the sentence
commuted. Padygar's and Akirkra's acquittal and the rarity
of éapital punishment for aborigines point to this(76).

"Nor was it possible to arrest them. Murray exclaimed

on one occasion: 'It was useless to try to arrest these

"Blactat

vvvvv (77)(78)

natives!? and Saxby 'You cannot arrest these myalls'.
Both of them were experienced bushmen and must have known

that one cannot call upon an(aborigine in the name of the
C 79)
King and expect him to heed, and tha% the natives would
80)
look upon their party as a 'Kurdaitcha',

His orders, Murray claimed, were that there was to be

(81)

no shooting as he wanted to make as many arrests as possible.
But'in Darwin he claimed that not a shot would have been fired
if the country was open; and also that Akirkra had no chance
of getting away (at Encounter 4A) 'because the country was
open‘(gz).

Even if the party did not at first know that arrest was
impossible they must have known after the first encounter,

and yet they engaged in six more encounters with blacks whom

they had deliberately tracked down.
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Stafford has called Murray foolish for dismounting on
each occasion, thus endangering himself(SB). This indicates
that the civilian members of the parties, at any rate, pre-
ferred to stay in safety and shoot from their horses. Murray
dismounted evidently to give at least some indication that
he was trying to arrest the natives, By.doing s0 he gave
the other members of the party an opportunity to shoot to
save him(84). o

There is, however, even more telling evidence that

these were punitive expeditions. The Sergeant of Police at

Alice Springs, in forwarding the report of Young and Carter,

remarked concerning the restive aborigines: 1If some severe
steps are not taken they will drive the Pastoralists out of
the country.....'(SS). The same Sergeant, as Chief Protector.
of Aborigines, reporﬁing on 8/12/1928 're natives killed by
Police Party', stated: !The police had to defend themselves
with firearms or else go down like poor old Brooks which

would never do as the next move by the naﬁives would be the
killing of the other white settlers in Central Australia.

I deplore the killing of natives as much as anyohe but, at
times, it cannot be avoided and the same thing has happened in
the settling of all new countries. Lessons must be taught

to people who murder others'(sé). And the Government Resident,
also Commissioner of Police,‘while at Hermannsburg shortly

before Brooks was killed remarked: !'The white people no longer

feel safe, énd I have received many complaints. It's time
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something is done and I shall see that they are taught a
1esson'.(87) Evidently the settlers put quite a bit of
pressure on the Administration to organize the punitive exped-
itions.
There were other anomalies in police behaviour. The
civilian members of the party were not even sworn in as special

. -Sd
constables, (though some time after the Inquiry had‘ggégeé,

(88)
O'Kelly still believed they were )s presumably because a
Coroner or a Justice of the Peace(was required to do this and
&9)
none were available without delay . A, J. Vogan wrote

to the Department of Home Affairs: 'The verdict of the Board

(90)
impunity!. 0'Kelly,in his confidential report,stated

that if 'regular police! instead of 'special constables! had
been used 'it was more than probable there would not have been
the killing of blacks, at least not to the same extent.'(gl)
And no regulations about trackers existed. It was lawful for
a constable tc use a tracker to hunt down aborigines much as
he would use a blood-hound;  but it was not lawful for.a
tracker to shoot at least one aborigine, as Paddy did.(gz)
Nor was it lawful to capture witnesses and force them to tell
where their fellows were.

Even 1if the shootings had been legally justified, they
were quite inhumane. The aborigines of the Ti-tree Well
area were frightened early in 1960 that, because of a monument

recently erected on Central Mount Stuart and because of the
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shooting of aborigines at Skull Creek in 1874, the white men
would come down from Darwin and shpot them all(gz). So fear
1ingers in the mind of the natives. | No concern was shown
for the lubras and children of the men shot. A witness and
two prisoners were taken thousands of miles through strange
country, a terrifying experience for myalls(94), and Woolingar
vas taken with the first party to show where the other natives

vere when suffering. from a wound which caused his death

shortly afterwards.

If, then, the actions of the police parties were unjust,
.?efe.thé étfﬁcks'ﬁy.thé éﬁofiginés;.whiéﬁ 6céésiohéd.the vvvv
punitive expeditions, justified? There is no justification
in our law for killing or attacking, but in the black man's
there is.(gs)' The Board found that no provocation had been
given which could reasonably account for the actions of the
blacks. But it did not search very hard.

To put the question differently; was Brooks just za
96)

kindly old man who suffered in the clash of the frontier!

or was there some other reason for his murder? Numerous and
varying answers have been given. The natives almost invar-
iably claim that he was killed for consorting with a lubra

(97)
and the whites for his rations or because he had seen his

murderers kil% a bullock and they were afreid that he would
98)
tell Stafford . It is the native side of the story thel

we are interested in here.
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Murray claimed that Padygar and Akirkra told him that

(99)
they killed Brooks for his rations. If they did, they

were the only natives to say so, except for Lala. Relatives
of natives shot told Strehlow in 1932 that they needed the
country for game: hence their actionsflOO) Others told
Mountford in 1942 that Brooks was killed because he consorted
with one lubra and then took another from the wrong marriage
class =~ an act carrying the death penalty in native lawflOl)
In 1960 another native told him that Bullfrog killed Brooks
after he had forcibly taken his (Bullfrog's) wife away for

(102)
three days.

It is significant that most of the native stories say
that only one or two were implicated in the murder. In 1931
the Cockatoo Creck expedition was told the same story eas
Mountford heard in 19425103) A number of natives, including
Djabangadi, a tribal son,though no relative, of Bullfrog, have
recently told Rev. T. Fleming of Yuendumu that Brooks was killed
by Bullfrog when he refused to give back his wife, whom he had
taken, and to keep on supplying the rations he had been giving
for hef; or when Bullfrog went to his tent and found him
consorting with his wifeflOA) Albrecht has the impression that
the general idea among the natives is that Brooks was killed
because he lived with Bullfrog's wife.(105) ~ If such is the
case = &and it is not easy to discount so much native evidence

given to trustworthy men - then the killing of Brooks cannot

surely be said to have been without provocation.
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There is little native evidence in regard to the attack
on Morton. Two aborigines have told J. Hamlyn that Morton
was attacked because he lived with'argin he had working for
him.(106) Some natives, who today claim that Brooks was a
young man, may be confusing him with Morton or someone elSe;
In any case, Morton, a pugilist before he went'North, was
known to be cruel to the natives. He has fold Mountford how
he flogged natives and boasted to him that he had shot one.(107)
0l1d Charlie, a native who was employéd in the Coniston ares,
still has marks on his back from whippings he received.(lOS)

It is said that Tilmouth, when aﬁtacked, was camped

at a ?atgg with a rainstone in it, thus molesting a sacred - -
109

site. He later became known for his cruelty. VWhen

Constable V. Hall visited his station in 1942 he took deposit-"

ions from m number of natives who claimed that they were

hungry and thirsty and had been driven away from waterholes

(120)
by 'Tillymouth'. All this when an aborigine was entitled
to free ingress inte and e%ress from a property and the use of
111) _
all waters and game on it. It should be noted that the

attackson Tilmouth were cumilative: one trouble led to another.
All this evidencs suggests that there was human provocation
for the attacks by natives, in addition to the gnawing provoca-

tion of the drought.

A number of reasons the Board gave for the actions of

the aborigines will not stand examinatiocn. The two most
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specific ones, the advance of the Wallmulla tribe and the
woman missionary living amongst naked blacks, can be discount-
ed altogethere.

Jo D. MacDowall was the only witness who gave real
evidence about the advance of the Wallmulla tribe on a mar;
auding expedition from the Western Australian border. But
his evidence can be entirely discounted, as he said that he
mot some natives 200 miles north-west of Coniston in September
1928 who told him that the Wallmulla tribe was on a gin-raiding
spree and heading in from there towards Ti-tree. He then
said that this would bring them in to the Coniston country in

'July'or'Augustfllg)" BeSidés;'Mbrtdn'claims'that’he'knew'each'
of his attackers, having employed them at times: and yet they
were strange natives from the border! In any case, no such
tribe as the 'Wallmulla' exists or existed: it is a 'cloaking
tern', very élightly derogatory, meaning 'the wild ones!' or
'the peoplé from the west‘.(llB) No doubt Stafford's boys and
others in the Coniston area who belonged to the Anmatjera
tribe called them 'Wallmullas' simply because they came from

the west., The real nams of the tribe was 'Walpari' or
114)

e i

'Ilpara', as Paddy admitted . The fact that Walpari natives

have told visitors about the 'shootings and still talk about
them leaves this beyond doubt.

‘The woman referred to as living among the blacks and
thus lowering their opinion of the vwhite man evidently was

Miss. E. Lock. It is unfortunate that she should have been
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nade a scapegoat, espscially since Australials greatest
woman worker among the aborigines, Mrs. Daisy Bates, was
still alive. VWomen's associations naturally resented this(%lS)
Miss Lock had been in Central Australia only for a few months
and was working among Anmatjera andéKaititj blacks on the
Woodforde, not among the Walparifll ) The only real evidence
for the Board's assertion was Lala's. He claimed that the
lubra who held Brooks hed visited Miss Lock many timesfll7)
The Board assiduously followed this lead: at Alice Springs
it heard evidence about the bad effect of unattached mission-
aries and of Miss Lock in particular; it then dashed off to

Hermannsburg where it heard evidence to the same effect; then
to Stirling Stationi-and back, hearing similar evidencefll?a)

Al]l this was totally irrelevant. Miss Lock had been doing
good work at'Harding Scak, tending to the sick and hungry,

and had had nothing to do with the Walpari -~ 1let alone strange
aborigines from the Western Australian border. The common
hostility fo her becomes highly significant when one recalls
that she had been outspoken against comboismflls)

Thé Board also blamed unattached missionaries generally
for theraborigines' actions. The fact is that there scarcely
were any ofher than Miss Lock, who, moreg_over, was not really
'unatta%ﬁig;, being a member of the Australian Aborigines

Society. Kramer and D, Adamson were the only two witness-

es Lo mention instances of the activities of unattached

missicnaries., Kramer said that two young missionaries had

K
I
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once visited the south-western part of Central Australia and
caused trouble there(}20) this area is irrelevant to the
Coniston killings. And Adamson nentioned a mysterious (Mr.)
Sache(IZl) concerning whom I can find ho further information.
The Board listened to a lot of irrelevant evidence. Its claims
regarding unattached missionaries must surely bring it under
the implication of biasflzz)

Inexperienced white settlers are also blamed. But I

can think of no white settler in the Coniston area who was

Vinexperienced! unless it be that he was inexperienced in the
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.art of treating aborigines humanely. Inexperienced whites

there were in Central Australia, but none in contact with the

Walpari. It would be more corr?ct go say that contact in
123
general, as already pointed out, was a reason for the

aborigines! actions; and the Board did mention the fact that
gsemi~civilized sborigines were getting in contact with éhe

(124.)
myallg.

None of the recorded evidence says anything about
escaped prisoners from Darwin preaching revolt. Other reasons
givens: ﬁhe infrequency of police patrols and the inadequacy of
punishment where there was punishment at all:  are more relevan?.
A police patrol had not visited Coniston for eighteen months(125l
prior to the arrivel of the police party;and native offenders,
especially the cattle—and-%igz)killers, of vhom there were many,

frequently went unpunished. For was gacl a deterrent to

. o (127)
the offenders:  they regarded it as a holiday.
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The Board touched on the fundamental reason for the

actions of the aborigines when it gave as a reason the loss

of native skill for hunting wild game and the consequent prey-
ing on the working boys of the stations. But even then it
almost missed the point. The main reason for their actions
was the drought and the penet#atiop of the land by the whites:
this must be coupled with the loss of skill. An analogy may
be made here with the position of the whites in South Africa.

’

When the white settlers(went to the Coniston country, few of
128)
the W?lpari were there. But they came in, 'The Crow
129)

by curiosity and a craving for his foods: it is significant
that of sixty natives convicted for offences at the Alice
Springs court from 1/1/192/ to 31/12/1928 thirty-five received‘
sentences fof being in unlawful possession of beef or meit
and fourteen for having stolen goods or other articlesflJO)
This moving in was noticeable in the whole of Central
Australia, especially in a drought year end in the Coniston
area vwhere the settlers were, so to speak, going to meet the
aborigines down the Lander. A lax system of 1and administra-
tion(131) allowed them to do this. The particulars of this
penetration and disturbing influence of settlers and prospectors
and of the drought have been given in Chapter One. There was
no help or adequate supervision from the Government; money,

provisions and generosity became scarce for the settler, food

and water for the myall, patience for both; tension grev on
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_ (132)
both sides: until it was the blacks or the whites ‘'for it!.
If Brooks was a combo and Morton a sadist, it only added to
this fundamental cause of trouble. It certainly did not
bring about retaliation by the whites.

The meeting was an unhappy one.

It is not too much, then, to say that the Board of
Enquiry performed a white-washing function and was intended

to do so. The Department of Home and Territories, though

not pleased about the shootings, dipped a brush from the out-
133)

set: it pointed out the virtues of the settlers, believed
the police and other official reports in toto in spite of
contradictory evidenceleA)and sometimes added more details
to these reports favourable to the settlers: at each camp,
said a memorandum of the Department of Home and Territories
(23/11/1928), articles belonging to Brooks were found§135)
and it passed on this 'information' to inquirers, defending
the police action publicly Ehough privately reprimanding
Ca&ood, Noblet and Hurrayfljé)

By appointing a Board of Enguiry composed entirely of
police, it showed that it was not prepared to take any chances.
Cawood was 'Judge In His Own Cause'(137) and the ﬁhole Board

<@
was appointed 'to satisfy public demando....'(IBU), not to
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probe for the truth. The Government refused to publish the
evidence(139) and O'Kelly was asked for a sly report. It is
small wonder then that people should have remarked that either
the killing of thirty-cne natives was considered unimportant

(140)
or the facts would not bear discussion.

No doubt Murrsy and his party were brave men who
believed that they were doing the right thing and taking the
only course possible; that the end they had in view justified
ovil means. However, the administration of justice should
not only be pure, but should also appear to be pure. It was
not administered purely by the police and the Board made a
not altogether successful attempt to make it appear pure.

The Coniston killings were thinly white-washed for

(141)
£500,
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Chapter 5.
AFTERMATH.

When the drought broke in 1930, conditions for white
and black improved in a very short time for the country has
amazing recuperative powersfl) After the two punitive exped-
itions, the Walpari made themselves scarce for a while; and
indeed, most of them have lived apart from the white man ever
since:  they went to the native settlements at Haasts Bluff
and Yuendumufz) teking with them stories of the shootings to
whiie their time away about the camp fires, The work
Willshire(B) had set out to do in the nineteenth century was

completed: the Walpari, last Central Australian tribe seriously

to endanger white settlement, had been 'pacified!. Mr. B.
Bowman, now owner of Coniston Station, claims that the ﬁltimate
effect of the shootings upon the natives was good for they are
tquite the beét types 1 have come across' and the relations
between Walpari and whité are the happiest in the Nortth)
There is much truth in this, but the relations are between
masters and servants. Should the aborigines maké a point of
enjoying as well as claiming equal righté with the whites the
future may well dispute G. L. A, Abbott's claim that a monument
erected by Stafford in honour of Brooks is 'the last memorial

(5)

marking the strife between black and vhite in Australia'.
(6)
After 1928 the anthropologists redoubled their
efforts to obtain information about the Central Australian

aborigines before they should die out.

The settlements the Walpari went to did not gxist in
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1929, but,'contemporaneously with the Coniston killings there

(7)
had been a movement for the establishment of more reserves

and for Federal control.of aborigines(8). Arnhem Lend was
gset aside for the natives in 1930, but there was no increase
in the size of reserves in Central Australia nor any improve-
ment of them for some time. A suggestion was made in 1929
that the three great inland reserves be amalgamated under
Federal control. The Federal Government took the matter up
and it was discussed at the 1929 Fremiers!' Conferencefg)

The movement foundered, however, when the Nationalist Govern-

ment. was ‘defeated late in 1929 and the depression set in.

strength from the revelations concerning the Coﬁiston killingse.
Though the Federel Government had so grossly handled the affair,
many people' came to realigze that a uniform national policy
towards the aborigines was needed. The movement-for Federal
control still exists, though it received a set back.at the
1944 referendaflo}

Some of the settlers also went up a gully. MNorton
left Central Australia(ll) and Tilmouth was no longer content
to sleep under a trough on the Landerflz) In 1932 C. Young
gave up all hope of stocking Cockatoo Creek and abandoned

(13).

the lease-

There were some fairly prompt changes in the Adminis-

'tration.. Thirty-one natives had bheen killed for one white
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(14)
man end a good deal of pressure was placed on the Depart-
ment of Home and Territories to teke disciplinary meesures

against certain of its Centralian staeff. - It began to look

(15) |
about for scape-gosats. In December 1929 Sergeant Noblet
(16)
left his post. He had been hauled over the coals by

0'Kelly before the Board and the Department of Home Affairs
had considered the reasons he gave for his failure to ask

for police report? and to see that they were adequate to be
17)
tunsatisfactory!, which indeed they were. Cawood himself

had been severely reprimanded by %he Department of Home
18)
Affairs and left his post in 1929. The Department also

(19) :
depot for further training. After 1928 he became known as

'Killer' Murray and hi? tracker as 'Police! Paddy, names which
20)
the natives still fear. There is a rumour that he sent a

wire to his mother saying that there was more(fun in leading
21)
the police parties than in shooting kangaroos.

On February 13th, 1929, the Federal authorities
announced that two new policemen would be appointed in Central
Australia and that the Police Force would be reorganized along

(22)
the lines of the Canadian North-West Mounties. Nothing

came of the latter proposal. However, supplementary ration

depots were established for aborigines for the duration of the
(23)
drought, the half-castes in the "Bung" at Alice Springs
(24)

were at last removed in 1929 and in the same year the

first Government Medical Officer was appointed. He also
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(25)
became Chief Protector of Aborigines.

Nevertheless, it is more than probable that the
Nationalist Government lost quite a few votes at the 1929
elections because of the Coniston killings.

A more important result of the 1928 ructions was that
they helped to prevent the sending out of any more punitive
expeditions. Public opinion, roused, as already pointed
out, in 1928, would not tolerate them.wrégﬁ 1933 a punitive
exéedition left Darwin to operate against Tuckisr and his
horde who had murdered seventeen Japanese and white men,
including a constable sent out after then, there_was a univ-
oroal yuckei | Tus Government ealled the expedition off,
and, after Tuckiar had tamely accompanied a 'peace mission!
back to Darwin and was sentenced fo death, bowed again to
public opinioh and successfully appeale?zgg the High Court

against the conviction it had obtained. No attempts to

moot punitive expeditions have been made since.

Attitudes and interests of the various parties in
relation to the aborigines have already been hinted at, but
need clarifying. The Coniston killings happened at a time when
Centralian settlers were not very vocal, having no Press of
their own. Only a few 'Centralian Battlers'(28) bothered
to write to the southern Press about the incidents, but

attitudes emerged clearly before the Board of Enquiry.

The settlers of 1928 believed that the aborigine
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should be put and kept 'in his place'. It was revealed at

the Enquiry that shooting over their(heads or cruel treatment
29)
wvere prevalsnt methods of doing this. - J« D. O'Donnell

wrote in December 1928, in connexion with the Coniston killings

that 'All old bushmen treat them (the aborigines) the same ?s
' 30)

a dog. Heace the contentment that reigned for many years'.

The natives had to be 'pacified', not met on their own terms,

(31)
before settlement could be expected. And then they had

to Be treated with a firm hand if the stations were to be run
(32)
properly. Yet most of them refused to acknowledge that

they were virtually indispensable to the pastoral industry,

(33)

mix!'. Perhaps this was due to the prevalent conviction

(34)

that the aborigines were a dying and degenerate race and

that the pastaral industry would have to do without them
some déy; a conviction which was coupled with a peculiar
belief in the capabilities of aborigines: only a lazy black-
fellow could starve in the drought535) for example., Nor
were there any rivalries among the settlers to wesken their
comnon feeling ageinst the blacks. Staffordrsummed this
attitude up vwhen he wrote to the 'Pastoral Review! in
December 1928: !'Treat the blacks as human beings, but not
as friends'fBé)

A belief in their own sort, which, I believe, it
would be possible to trace to origins similar to those

(37)

attributed to 'mateship! by Ward, accentuated this
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attitude., But the more immediate reasons for this belief -
hardship and loneliness and the years = are evident in the
inscription Stafford wrote on Brooks' gravestone:

1014 Man, in the early days of Coniston,

Those days when our troubles were great

‘In the years you and I worked together

I found you a true and staunch mate'fBS)

Very few of the old settlers have ever even heard

thét the natives say that Brooks was a combo; if they have
they deny it. Broocks was one of their sort. (39)

This belief in their own sort caused them to snarl
aboriginal problem was discussed. They were hostile to
missionaries, though one would not have expected it: for
they had commén interests with thems The missionaries were
out to civilize and educate the native and attend to his
physical well-being, thus enhancing his value to the settler.
Most of the settlers could not see this, however, and heaped
the blame for the disturbances among the natives upon the
semi-~civilized and mission-educated natives.(AO? The Board
knew vhat it was about when it made a scapegoat of the mission-
aries. When, in 1929, the Caledon Bay natives attacked a
tribe near Groote Eylandt Mission Station, a correspondent of

the!Northern Standard'! wrote that ' ®The Tragedy of the

Centre® slush having proved ineffective, the missionaries
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will be able to sob to their hearts! content over the poor
neglected aborigine who only needs to be taught that God told
Adan "You got no trousers™ ‘fAl) Hostility towards mission-
aries was prevalent in the whole of the Territory.

The settlers snapped equally as much at 'the South!
in general. They naturally resented criticisms by people
leés experienced and more ignorant than themselves, but
tended to treat all Southerners as such. What was worée,
theISoutherners did(zg§ realize that the Northerners wers not

getting a fair spin. Stafford concisely expressed this

attitude also when he criticized McGregqr for not having 'one

‘word for the honest, hard working bushmen who never did any
person an injury‘fAB)(sic). Besides, the people of the
South in their day had shot more aborigines than the Centralians
were ever likely to dol )

In short, the settlers wanted to be left alone to
handle the aborigines in what they believed to be the correct
way. Governmental control was welcomed only when the abor-
igines got out of hand as in 1928, And they had no ideals
for the aborigines, starting as they did, at the point where
the southern settlers had left off after years of frustration

(45)

and despair.

A certain loss of idealism through contact becones
evident even emong the few missionaries of the North when cne
compares the statements of old hands like Heinrich and

(46)

especially Kramer with those of Lock and McGregor

T o A
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It is evident also in the Central Australian Administration
of 1928 as was demonstrated by its handling of the Coniston

killings.

Thus the settlers! attitude towerds the aborigines was
the prevailing one in Central Australia. The Administration
was not prepared to put any ideas into practice which would
preﬁudice the cause of those who were developing(47) the
country for the white men. Its policy was negative and
indefinite.

""" This is not to be wondered at, for if‘was not given a -
definite policy to edminister. The policy of the Federal
Government was at the cross-roadszs) This was demonstrated
cloarly in 1928 and 1929. The Department of Home Affairs
claimed that the Aboriginals Ordinance of 1918 had sext out a
positive policyng) But it had no provisions for the real
mysll nor was it and various alteratiohs to it, such as the
'reservation' clause for aborigines on.any property, being
enforced in 1928550) The early ideals of Christianizing and
educating the native, treating him as a British subject and
ettending to his physical well;being had disappeared soon
after the first Australian colonies were given self-government.
tothing, except a negative policy of protectibn instead of
positive assistance and of reservations in name only, had re-

(51)

placed them’/ And even this policy was being undermined:
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for now, in 1928, the Federal Government was battered on
all sides by conflicting ideas and schemes(ﬁla) for the
aborigines.

'Indirect Bule! was in the forefront of these. The
idea was first taken up in felation to the aborigines only
in 1925 by the Aborigines!' Protection Leaguef52) There vas
talk of 'leaving the native alons! in a native state or
states co-incidental with tribal boundaries, to govern him-
self and finally to have representatives in Ganberraf53)
Those who advocated it were told that they were shead of

(54)
their time. It would mean taking valuable land from

the settlers and would hinder the supply of labour.

The anthropologists of the day had similar, though less
utopian or advanced (as you prefer), ideals and a number
belonged to the Aborigines! Protection League.  Generally
spesking their attitude was that an attempl should be made to
preserve the aborigines both because it was the only humane
course to take and because it would preserve a rich field of
study. This was to be achieved by esteblishing inviolable
reserves and allowing the natives to lsad their tribai life
there. TFew advocated !civilizingi the eborigines: they had

(55}

been almost civilized cut of existence.

The missionaries were still propagating the old ideals,
though they had come to realize that they must be put into
practice slowly. They wanted reserves with mission establiéh

nents on them, and they had them to a certain extent in
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(56)

1928, But the Government did not realize that missions

were not enough or that if they were to be the only sett%e-)
57

ments on the reserves they should be heavily subsidized.

Most people, including the Government, regarded the

(58)
aborigine as a child, to be treated as a child. But &

few scientists were beginning to assert categorically that (29)
59
the aborigines were equal in intelligence with white people.

There was also a lot of negative criticism: the
treatment of the aborigineséwas un-British(éo) and their
condition that of slavery.( Y |

The Government was bewildered by all these ideas.

It is small wonder, then, that when in 1930 Blakely announced -

the Policy of his Government after a consideration of

(62)
Bleakya's Report it was still very indefinite. ’ Not
. N - J
until 1937 was a positive policy of assimilation SHssstifad

(63)

and even then the full-bloods were not included in it;
and not until after World War II was it put into practige to
any extent. The Coniston killings helped to bring this slow
change about. Today the aborigines are handled by hands
(64) | (65)
wearing kid gloves. But in 1928 the idea of assimilation
was abhorred in most circles. There was a wide conviction
that the aborigine would die cut and if he did not the
Government was confident that Gentral.ﬂustralia could be
developed sufficiently to provide means for his livelihood;
and left the matter at thatf66)

But, after the revelation in 1928 of so many injustices

T T T T e
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meted out to the aborigines, one would have expected the
change in policy and practice to be faster. The fallacy
of the idea, for example, that the aborigines were British
subjects with the full legal rights of such suzjects was
patently shown by the Enquiry and the trials.( g Practice
differed widely from the letter of the law., And it was
demonstrated that the aborigine was hungry, especially during
the drought, and that little was being done to improve his
conditions. In 1931 an expedition found in nearly every
case 'real pot bellies! among children of the Walpari at

(68)
Cockatoo Creek and attributed them to 'nutritional smbalance!.

Even if the Government had had a definite policy and
had been willing to enforce it, it was revealed bf its handliné
of the Coniston killings that it would not have been able to.

In the first place there was not the necessary machinery
in Central Australia., It was both in-efficient and overloaded.
Cawood did not coument on the police reports he forwarded to
the Department of Home and Territories until asked to and then
his remarks were only guessesgég) Eurray's répérts were hap-
hazard and Noblet did not even bother to make inquiries in
order to supplement them. But great distances, poor means
of communication and the great number of duties to perform
told against these men. Murray had to write hasty reports:
betveen lMay 20th and Kovenber 20th, 1928, he travelled almost

(70)
8000 nmiles. Noblet's duties in addition te his police
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work have already been mentioned; and he had only five

constables under him, on% of whom was on leave at the time-
71)
of the Coniston killirgs. The legal system was quite

in—efficient. - Nor was the Government Resident above attenmpt-
ing to hoodwink his superiors in Canberra: when asked to
forward a Coroner's certificate, which, he had said, dispensed
with an inquest into the death of Brooks, he forwarded one

He
dated August 7th, and th? Cgroner had learnt of the death of
72 .
Brooks only on the 1llth. The inquests into the death of

the various n%tiges teok place more than three months after
73
the shootings.

Nor did the Departiment of Home Affairs have adequate

control over the Admiristration. It took eight days and

often more for its despatches to reach the Government Resident

who was often slow to reply.(74) Communication by telegram
was not practised as fully as it might have been. Frequent
changes(75) of Ministers did not do anything to better this
state of affairs, nor did ignorance(76) of conditions in
Central Australia.

The Department of Home Affairs was also slow ﬁo reply to
requests fér information and to criticism. Perhaps it was
overworked or apathetic. When the storm burst after the

Darwin trial, K owse was in Sydney trying to enhance his

election prospects. At that time he had no information other

(77)
than Press reports absut the Coniston killings, He and

the succeeding Ministsr left the handling of the affair to

e T Ry S et e A,
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Clemens. But more probably it was part of the Government's
policy to ansver eriticisms when it could be said that it
was too late to act upon thenm. Thus the Association for
the Protection of lative Races wrote to Abbotbon ﬁay 14th
1929 askingz for a repiy to a letter of March 20th, and on
June 6th telegrzphed for a reply. The reply was finally
written on June 7th and posted a number of days 1ater§78)
Tha manner in which the Government withheld informaztion points
to the same conclusion. Bleakley's Report, which had been
due z few months eerlier, arrived at the Prime Minister's

(79)
office on Jenuary 24th, almost a week before the Finding.

and it was favourable to the scapegoats of the Enquiry, the
missionaries, it was withheld from the public until February

(80)
9th, by which time the Finding had been thoroughly aired.

The Government, then, was not eble or willinz to
enforce a definite policy. It was fairly solidly behind
'those isolated settlers who have suffered the losé of their
stock and have been living in fear of their 1ives;'(8l) and
because of that and because of a highly developed sensitivity.
to overseas opinicn, it was prepared to hush the Coniston
killings up. HMarr remarked in 1927: 'If we were to broad-
cast to the world that nearly 100 years azo the aborigines
were treated in a dastardly way - and they wers - we should

do injury to our VWhite Australia Policy; whereas we wish
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to convince the world that we are as mindful of our black
brethren as of the whites'fgz)
This desire to convince was strong upon the Govermuent in

1928; but a corresponding desire to take remediél measures

was absent.
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There was too much apathy and bungling on the part
of the Government to allow anyone tfuthfully to make the clainm
that the Lander ructions were inevitable.

Edgar, before learning of the Coniston killings, had
prophesied that clashes were the likely result of 'leaving
the black man alone',(l) which was indeed the policy of the
Government.

When Australia was colonized it wes the first time in
History that a sociely was so suddenly brought into contsect
with a civilization so widely different from itself, a society
all but cut off from contact for so long and in which contact
had not been a creative force. The aborigines refuse to
be fcivilized' in the proper sense of the word wuntil a defin- -
ite and acceptable faith is presented to theme) Like the
Chinese for 100 years before 1949 they must remain spiritually
restless and without satisfying 'sit down places! until this
is done. But Westerners who have been brought up in a society
whose unifying philosophy has been gradually undermined for
centuries cannot and could not understand the inacceptability
of their loose credo for the aborigine who had lost a self-
contained view of the world, a faith., In 1928 é Government
of a society without a faith was handling a people who had
lost theirs. It was the policy of the Government also to
'leave the settlers alone! to develop the country. Consequ-

ently there was a general resignation to the status guo and
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| (4)
to punitive expeditions as mere repetition of history.
Remote control by a 'democratic! Government proved to be
entirely inadequate to the situvation. It is a systen
which requires incidents like the Coniston killings to
rouse public opinion before anything is done and which
causes men in high places dishonestly to conceal the results
of their apathy.

The human agent need not be as weak as this.

But who is to meke it strong? The intellectuals -
the philosopher, the scientist, the poet, the historian -
can do their part. TFor tco long the scientist has fossicked
'working out schenmes for the aborigines' betterment; for too
long the poet has neglected to do anything but sob over dead
or dying black bodies; and for toc long has the historian
been unwilling to exploit the ugly incidents of the past in
the interests of the future, being resigned to them and for-
getting that with the passage of time the way in which black
meets white in Australia will loom larger, become a great
theme in Australian history. It is.for the intellectuals
to work for a belief on the direction of society which may
inspire the people ond the State to prevent the white man
from pleying dingo to the aborigines! kangarco and fate from

(5)

playing dingo to all men.

(6)

The values of our scciety, so often lacking in

N
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purpose and having no common goal, were chiefly responsible
for the absence of a definite Governmental policy and control
of Central Australian affairs in 1928, Had they been
present the clashes need not have occurred -~ peace could
have been preserved in the teeth of the drought.

With this in view I have deliberately and severely
criticized the Coniston killings and the way in which they
were handled. Using the same sources of information a-
settler might just as easily have glorified them for mzking
the country safe for the vhite man. I have judged thenm
by the standards of my 'vision!, measuring them always

egainst that.. . . . . . . . L
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comments by the Inspsctor in the margins.
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Roth, W.E., oval Commissicn on the Condition of the Natives:

Report by W.s. soth in Minutes and Votes and Froceedings

of the Perliament of Western Australia, 1905, vol. I.,
NO‘ 5-

South Australien Farliamentary Papers

-- Justice in the Forthern Territory, No. 60 of 19C0.

-~ Northern Territory Pastoral Country Stocked, etc.,
No. 61 of 1902.

-— Davidson, A.A,, Journals of Zxplorations in Central

Australia by the Central Australian xploration
Syndicate, ¥o. 27 of 1905.

Vood, G.T. Zoval Commission of Inguiry into Allegzed Killirg

and Burninz of Bodies of Aboricines in Sast Kimberley

and into Folice risthods when uffecting Arrests (1927)

in Minutes and Votes and Proceedings of the Parliament
of Hestern Australia, 1927, Vol. I, No. 3.

Ty
NEWSPAPLINS.,
Advertiser, Adelaide, 1911-1933. Most of the relevant

material of the South Australian Press was read in
Guardbooks of newsparer cuttings in possession of the

Aborigines! Friends! Association, Adelaide. Unfortunately

many of tne entries in a number of the Guardbooks have

not been dated, but Guardbooks 2 and 3, containing cuttings

from 1922 to 1933 are fully dated and reliable.

Argus, Melbourne, 1927-1929.

Courier Mail, Brisbane, August 1928 - March 1929.

Evening Kews, 8ydney, 1929 (passim) in File of Papers (above).

Herald, Melbourne, 1929; 28, 30 & 31/12/1946.

Fanchester Guardian Weskly August 1928 -~ August 1930,

Northern Territory Tizes (including the Government Gazette),

Northern Standard, Darwin, 1926 - 1929, 1946.

Rezister, Adelaide, 1911 - 1933.
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Smithts Weekly, 1929.

Standard, Brisbane, 30/3/1929 in File of Papers.

Sunday Sun and Guardian, Sydney, 5/2/1933: article by
E. Hill tlarray -~ Scourge of the Myalls!, written
after an interview with Murray who possesses a copy
of it.

Sydnev Morning llerald 1927 - 1933.

Times, London, 1926 = 1929.

jorker, Sydney, 20/3/1929 in File of Papers.

I (e)
ARTICLES, PAMEHLSETS ETC.

Aborigines! Friends! Association, Adelaide: Annual ileports.,

Aborigines! Frotection League: A Statement by the Aborigines!
Protection Lenrue explainine its basic principles and
proposals and discussing statements in the Public Press
and recent reports and recommendationg. This Statement
was handed to delegates at a Conference convoked to
discuss Bleakley's ileport and, together with a .leport
of the Honorary Secrotary to the State Lxecutive uvon
his return from the CGonference, 1is an appendix to a
copy of Bleakley's ieport bound separately in the Public
Library of South Austrzlia.

~—~ Letter to the Minister for the Interior, Canberra,
A.C.T. 8/2/1943. In the possession of C.P.
Yountford.

Apsley, Lord A.A.B., 'Through a Land of Promise!, in
Empire Review and Journzl of British Trade, vol. 45,
1828,

Bedford, R., Inland Australia, Sydney, 1928.

Bleakley, J.W., 'Can Our Aborigines Be Preserved?! in
Adustralian Cuarterly, September, 1930, pp. 61rf.

Cleland, J.B., 'Anthropological Ixpedition into Central
Australia' in The liedical Journal of Australia,
December 19, 1931, pp. 131ff.

w———  latives of Centrzl Australia, Sydney, 1933.
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Day, T.E. 'Central Australia - Its Undeveloped Interior
and its Fossibilities' in Royval Geographical
Society of austr-lasia {South Australisn Branch)
vol. 23, 1924, pp 7f.

Flynn, Rev. Jo ‘'Central Australia' in Inlander, vel. I.,
Fo. I (1913) p. 4Af.

Genders, OColonel J.C., The Australian Aborizines, IS in
Public Library of South dustralia.

Giles, A., The First Pastoral Sebtlement in the Northarn
Territorv, 5, South Australian Archives.

Gilruth, J.A. ‘YAustralian Aborizines, a Misunderstood ilaze
in Steads deview, May, 1929.

Hall, Constable V.C. ierort on lorth Mest Patrol 30/3//2 /
5/5/42, Police Station, Alice Springs, lay 9th, 1942.
In the possession of C.P. kountford.

~-~ Abuse of listives at the Granites by C.H. Chapman
of M"Golden Shoe® Gold Idne, Jay Creek ..ative
~ Reserve, 1/12/1942 (hand-written and in the
possession of G.P. liountford.)

Lefroy, C.E.C., 'The Australian Aborigines, A Noble-Hearted
Race,' in Contenporarv :leview, February, 1929.

lountford, C.P., Diary. Entries for 19/6/1942 and
13/9/1942.

National Missionary Council of Australia, Conference on
Aporisinal liatters, Adelaide, 1933.

Parer, Jo The Xorthern Territorv: Its History and Great
Yossibilities, MHelbourne, 1922.

Pastoral zeview, Sydney, passim, especlally early 1929.

Ruth, ZRev. T.E., UYhy Bother About Aborigines? 1935.

Samson, f.S., Throuzh Central Australia, Perth, 1933.

Sexton, dev. J.H., lLezislation Governinz the Australian

Aboriszines, aAdelaide, 1933.

———  Smecial llaport on Hative Froblems in Central
Australia, JAdelaide, 1932.

'Subdivision of the Northern Territory! in Ggograthical
Journal (London) wol. 72 (1928), pp. O1f.
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Sueeney, G: Article on desert food supplies in Oceanis
.Volo 17, 1:0 . L’{,.

Terry, M. YJourney through the North YHest of Central
Australia in 1928' in Geosraphical Journal
(Lordon) wvol. 75 (1930) pp. 218f.

Tindale, Ii.B., ‘'Distribution of Australian Aboriginal
Tribes: a Tield Survey' in loyvel Society
of South Australia - Transactions, voi. 64,

rp. 140 - 231.

Yrquhart, F.C. 'The liorthern Territory! in Australian
Quarterly, December 1929, pp. 18f. -

I (a)
BCOES.

‘Basedow, H., - - The Australian Aboriginal, . Adelaide, 1925, .

i

Baure, F.E. Trazedy Track: the Story of the Granites,
Sydney, 1933. &ccording to the Staffords this
book contains 'the truth' about the Coniston killinzs.

Benrett, N.li. The fustraiien Aborigirnal as e humsn 3eiag,
London, 1930.

Edzar, J.H. Zxploration of the Great .leserves set svart
‘ for Aborizines in South and Centrzl Australia,
Adelaide, 1928, (ind sce Aborigines' Friends'
Association, Appual sdeport, 1928).

Ewers, J.X., Tales from the Deed Heart (n.d.)

Finlayson, J.C., Life and Journevinzs in Central Australia,
Melbourne, 1925.

Gribble, :leve. E.Ro, A Despised Race: +the Vanishinz Aborigines
of Australia, Sydney, 1933.

~=~~ The Problem of the Australian Aborigine, Sydrey,
1932,

Hall, V.C,, 3Bad Hedicine: A Tale of the Northern Territory,
Melbourne, L1Y47.

Horne, G. and Aiston, G., Savaze Life in Central Austrsiic,
London, 192/,

VRIS T 2 g ey




Jones, F.Y., Augtralia's Venishinz Race, Sydney, 1934.

lieedham, Zev. J., VYhite 2znd Black in Australis, London,

1935.

Plowvman, 2.3., Camel Pads, Sydney, 1933.

_— The Men from Oodnadetta, Sydney, 1933,

Porteus, S.D., IEsycholozy of a Primitive FPeople, London, 1931,

— Social Fsvcholozv of the Australian Aborigine.
Massachusetts, 19.:9.

fussell, A., 4 Tremp-Hoysl in Wild Australia: 1928 - 1929,
London, 1934.

Smith, W.R., In Southern Seas, London, 1924.

Spencer, W.B., Wanderings in ¥Wild Austrelia, London, 1928.

Terry, 4. Bidden dealth and Hidins Peovle, London, 1931.

—~—— Untold liles, London, 1933.

Vogan, A.J., Black Police: A Story of Modern Australia,
London, 1&%0.

Willshire, W.H., Ths Aborigines of Central Australia,
~idelaide, 1891,

—_— The Lend of the Dawninz, Adelaide, 1896.

—— Thrillins Tole of iizal Life in the WVilds of
bustralia, Adelaide, 1&95.

I (e)
PiSCHS  INTZRVIEVAD AND/OR  CORRESPONDID WITH
Albrecht; Rev. F.4., Alice Springs.
Barcley, .G., Director of Lands, Darwin.
Bowman, B., Coniston Statioh.
Braitling, irse D.R., lMount Doreen Station.
Duguid, ilev. Chase, Adelaide.
Fleming, iev. T., YuendumnU.
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Hamlyn, Mr. and lrs. d., Ti~tree Well Station.
Harney, W.E., " Ayers Rock.
Heffernan, Mr. and irs. W., Ti-tree Weil Station.
Hill, Zrnestine.

Maclean, 1., Chief Archivist; Commonwealth
National ILibrary, OCanberra.

Mountford, G.P., Adelside.

Murray, V.G., Adelaide.
Stvafford, i.B., Adelaide.

Scherer, feve Pe Ao, Hermannsburg.
Strehlow, T.GeHe, Adelaide.

Terry, M., Terrigal (N.S.7.)
‘Tindalex HNusBey - - - - - Adelaide.

IL (a)

ARTTICLES, JCURKALS, PAITHLETS ETC,.

Aborigines! [Friends! Associztion, A llationzl Policy
for the Australian Aborizines, Adelaide, 1941.

k=

Australian =Zncyclopedia, 10 vols., Sydney, 1958, passin.

Berndt, i{.l.; 'The Concept of "the Tribe" in the Western
Deserts of Australia' in Oceania, vol. TX
(1959) no. 2., p. 81ff. -

Calley, M. J., 1'Race :delations on the North Coast of lew

Gotton, ¥., Porkobidni's Plan: the Development of the
lHorthern Territory, Sydney, 1933.

Department of Territories, Irosress towards Assimilation,
Canberra, 1956.
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Duguid, Chas., The Aborigzires of Australia: broadcasts and
an address, adelaide, 1946.

——— Future of the idborigines of Australisa,
Adelaide, 1941,

Elkin, A.P., A New inthropological Society! in QOceanisa,
vol. xxix (1959) no. 3., 227f.

— 'Social Change: A Review,'! 1ibid no. 4, 306f.

— 'Aboriginal Ividence and Justice in Northern
Australia,! ibid, wvol. 17, p. 173 (1947)

Kankind:  Official dournal of the Anthropological Society
of New South Wales, rpassinm.

Morley, N.M., Australia's Tragic Error (n.d. - 1940?)

Mulbensy, DeJ., 'The Zustralian Aborigines 1606 - 1929:
Opinion and Fieldwork! in Historical Studies,
Australia and ¥ew zealandy vel s, pri3iff, 297/

Ocesnia: . A Journal Devoted to.the Study. of the Native People
of Australia, llew Guinea and the Islands of the
Pecific, passim.

Pink, O.l., Is Socisl Science and socisl anthromological
research ~ or is emotionalism -~ to decide the
fate of ths Wailbri swmeakinz tribe in the Lorthern
Australia? M5 reputedly in the

Territory of Aus
Public Library of South Australia. I have not
been able to locate this but list it because it
would no doubt be relevant.

Price, A.G., Vhat of Our Aborizines? Adelaide, 1944.

- What of Our Aborigines? MS in the possession
of GC.P. lountford. Includes sections on
Queensland and Western Australia omitted in the

“published work.

—— Some Suzgestions on Commonwealth Control of
Natives, Januery, 1943. In the possession
of C.P. Mountford.

Roman, T., 'A Letter from the lNorthern Territory! in
Twentieth Century, aAutumn, 1957.

Rose, F.G.G.,@ 'The Pastoral Industry in the Northern
Territory, etec., 1911 = 1953 in Historical
. A . 4 AT ‘ o ez
Studies, Australia and New Zealand, vol. ©O. p. 1508,




Sexton, =1Rev. J. H., Australials Attitude towards the
Aborizines, Adelaide {(1935).

—— An Ixtensive Survey of Australian Aboriginal
Problems, idelaide, (1937).

S Auistralian Aborigines, (Adelaide), 1943.

South Pacific, published monthly by the Australian School
of Pacific Administration for the Administra-
tive Staff of Papua - New Guinea, passinm.

Strehlow, T.G.He, Dark and WYhite Australiang, Hélbourne; 1957.

'Subdivision of the Horthern Territory of Australia'!, in
The Geozravhical Journal vol. 72 (1928)
pp. 61f.

II (b)
- BOOKS. - - - - -

Abbott, C.L.A., Australia's Frontier Province, Sydney, 1950.

Albrecht, Rev. F.W., latural Food Supply of the Austrelian
~ Aborigines, Adelaide, 1943.

Basedow, H., Inights of the Boomeranz, Sydney, 1935.

Bates, D., The Passing of the Aborigines, London, 1938.

Berndt, R.M. & G,H.  The First Australisns, Sydney, 1552.

Cambridge History of the British Empire, vol. VII, part I.,
C.U.P., 1933.

Groll, R., Wide Horizons - VWanderinss in Central
Australia, Sydney, 1937.

Dean, B. and Carell, V., Dust for the Dancers, Sydney, 1955.

Elkin, A.P., The Australian iborigines, Sydney, 1956.

Finlayson, H.H., The ed Centre, Sydney, 1952,

Foxeroft, E.J.B., Australien Eative Policy, NM.U.P., 1941.

Hancock, W.K. Australis, London, 1930.

Harney, W.E. Tales from the Abcorisines, London, 1959.
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Has}uck, P., Black Jdustraliesns: A Survey of Native Folicy

in VWestern dustralia, 1829 - 97. l.U.F. 1942.

Hili, FE. The Grest Austr2lian Loneliress, London. 1937.
bl b}

—— The Territory, Sydney, 1951.

m

Idriess, I., Ien Traclks: with the liounted Police in the
Australian Wilds, Sydney, 1935,

Lockwood, D., Crocodiles and Other People, London, 1959,

— Fair Dinkum, London, 1906C. This book was
read only after the thesis had been written but
- references are made to it in the footnotes.

Lohse, B., Austrolia and the South Seas, ZEdinburgh, 1959.

Madigan, C.T. OCentral Australia, Nelbourne, 1944. (Revised
Edition). |

Mountford, C.P. DBrown len and Red Sand, London, 1951.

Neville, A. O, Australials Coloured Hinoritv, Sydney,
(1947%)

Parsons, G., Black Chattels, etec., London, 1947.

Price, A. G. History and Problems of the Northern Territory,
Australis, adelzide, 1930,

Radcliffe~Brown, A.R. The Social Organization of Australian
Tribes, Helbourne, 1931.

Ronan, T. Vision Splendid, London, 1954.
Rose, R. Livinz Mazic, TNew York, 1956.

Spencer, W.B. and Gillen, F.J., The Northern Tribes of
Central Austrslia, London, 1904.

Spencer, W,B. and Gillen F.J., The Arunta, ZLondon, 1927.

Strehlow, T. G. Ho, Aranda Traditions, M.U.P., 1947.
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Barry, J.V.Y., Paton, G.%W., and Sawer, G., An Introcductiocn
to the Criminal Law in Australia, London, 1948.

Best E., The Maori, Wellington, 192/.

Buell, R., DlNative Problem in Africa, New York, 1928.

Crocker, ‘l.., On Governingz Colonies, London, 1947.

—_— Self-government for the Colonies, London, 1949.

Gregory, J.Y., The lMernace of Colour, London, 1925,

——— Human ldigration and the Future, London, 1928.

Gulliver, P. H.,  The Family Herds: a Study of Two Pastoral
Tribes in Zast Africa, the Jie and the Turihana,
London, 1955.

Lane~Fox Pitt-ilivers, G.H.,  The Clash of Gulture and the .
Contact of Races, London, 1927.

legge, J.D., Australian Colonial Folicy, Sydney, 1956.

Lugard, Sir Frederick, Dual. Fandate in British Tropical
Africa, London, 1923.

Main, L.P., liative Policies in Africa, London, 1936.

Eiddleton, Je, and Tait, D, (Ed-), Tribes lWithout Rulers,
London, 1958,

Paton, A., Cry the Beloved Country, London, 1957.

—_—— Hope for South Africa, ZLondon, 1958.
Price, A.G., ilhite Settlers and Fative Peovles, lielbourne,
1949.
----- White 3ettlers in the Tropiecs, New York, 1939.

Richmond, A.H., The Colour Problen, Penguin Books, 1955.

Roberts, S.H., Fopulation Problems of the Pacific, London,
1927.

Simon, Lady L., Slavery, London, 1929.




Stemning, DoJ., Savanneh llomads: A Study of the Yodaabe

Pastoral &

lani of Uestern Bornmu Province,

Horthern i

gzjon, Higeria. O.U.P., 1959.
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