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CANBERRA, 
n•o ,., • 9th November, 1928, 

The Government Resident 
of Central Australia. 

ALICE SPRINGS, 

With referenoe to your memorandUlll, No, 149/28, 
I desire to invite attontion to the following statements made 
in tho .report of the 19th Ootober by !il,C, Murray, in regard 
to the action taken by him to arrest the aboriginals implicated 
in the attack upon Mr, W, li!ortonl• 

"Unfortunately draatic action had to be taken, ruicl 
resulted. in a nUlllber ot ma.le natives being ehOt. "

"Unfortunately a number of natives were killad, " 

It ie hardly neoeeeary to comment on the eerioue 
aapeot of the kl.lling of aborigina,le by Govetn.'llent parties, Thie 
Department must aooept as one of its responsibilities tho pro
tection and guardia.nship of all native raoes in Territories coming 
within ita jurisdiction, and in oe,ses whal'e aboriginals have 
suffered by reason of action either by Government i:srtieo or some 
o.ther agenoy, the Minister must be satisfied. that justification
exieta for the aotion taken.

A number of requests have alr ead.y been mde to 
the Department for details. o.f the reoent killing of aboriginals
in Central Australia and representations have been addressed. to 
tha Minister by persona and Associations interested in the wel
fare of native raoea. 

To enable the !,!:l.n:l.$ter to give oa.reful oon
eideration to the question of whether tha li'aoent killing of 
aboriginals in Central AU:otralia was justified., and to reply to 
t:he inquiries and representations that h1tve been ma.d.a to the De
partment, it is riesenUal tha.t ha should be furnished with full 
and accurate det1Uls of tho incidents, 

Full particulars should be furnished ae to the 
m1mbor of a'loriginala killed, the oir<irunetanceo in which they 
were killed, wllether the killi11g wns r,?portad to the Coroner and, 
if eo, the e.otion tnken by the Ooroner1n regard to such .t'oports. 
Confirmation ehould be obtained, wherever possible, of the state• 
ments made by officers or pcrson13 oonneoted with parties res� 
,POllBible for the killing of ah Ol'iginals, 

Statements euoh as those qud!:ted from the report 
by Constable Murray are of too indefinite a nature to be ot Ml' 
assistance to the Minister. 

In uonsitlering the report by Constable Murray 
· in regard. to the i;,(ltion te.k:en by him to s.rrest the ahorigine.ls
impliua't;e(l in the attack on Mr, Morton, it is noted that it is
unaccompanied b;v t".11:7 observations by your�GJ.f wld.oh cl1.;:;ht be of
assistance to the hlinla tar in 1u•1•i ving at a decision as to whether
the killing of the aboriginals was justified, or helpful in
re.plying to inquiries addressed to this office regar(ling the
m9.tter.

/You Will 
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You will, of oouree, reoor,nise thi,t, as the 
representutive of the Government in Central Australia, the Min
ister would n,,turally 1ook: to the Government Resident for advice
and all.thontia infot'mtion regarding all impottVcnt hiq>peninge ln 
the Territory, 

Jl'ull detailra in col'.\Ileotion wlth the incidents o:1' the
:Brookes oal'!e ha'fe already been asked for and I slmll be g:te.d if 
you will kindly furnish me. at the ae.rlioot pai Bible date with 
:fuJ.l particulars regarding Morton's oaae, anil also that of Til
month, yonr 150/281 together with ymir oboervationa tho1•eon, and 
any ouher i11:forma.t1on which! in tho light of tho foregoing, would
bi! of asa111tanoe to the Min e1,er in oonneotion with th,:, ffilltter. 
The latter ahould inolude, if p08 llib1e, atat11menta by lleaor.o. 
Mprton mu\ :Hlmouth as to the faota in their oases, 

Thia Department is at a .loo a to un,leret11.nd th• au,ddon
oJmnee ,in "tho attitude of the aboriginals of Central Auat:raJ.ia 
toward.a white men. unusual oiraumatanoes appear to be attd<ihed 
to the oas9F.l of the attaoke on Brookes, Morton end Tilmouth, :l.n
that they havo all been reported. by ClomJtable Mtu•ray and have 
oooucred reoen1;ly aml within a comparatively short time1 while
nothing of a similar nature had been previousl;r !' oportoa. for 
Borne yeai·a, 

If you alle aware o:f the reasons for the awe.rent 
sudden outbreak of hostility on the part of the aboriginals, they
might be quoted. 

In the oiroumstELnoes of theea oo.eea, it is pee sl. bla
that, to satisfy p11blio demand, lill:l inveetigo.tion by a speoially 
appOihte,1 11,uthority mu.y be tl!tlled for, With this p<B 111 bility in
view, will .von be ao good as to adviae me what would be involv ad 
in the nature of travelling outfit etc,, to ensure that all 
evidenoe, whioh 1 t is pra.ot:l.oable to obtain, ooultl be seoure4,

arou.ead 
amongst 

As indiotitive of the publlo interest likely to be 
in the matter, l subjoin oopiea of two telegrams which,
other oommu.nioations, have been received;-

"Darwin, 9th November, 1928, 
"Desire lodge protest aa looal reprssentative of 
Methodist Ohuroh agnimit aotion of 8olioe party re 
Brookes m11rder oaae aa revoalod nt ourt seventeen 
ltillingB men !l;nii women ovt\!:r: period many days every 
shot eont to kill reveals ferooious apirit Hi!qu,eat 
fttll inqui:t')T. l.tllol IiloG.rogor, Katherine, "

"Ifav,, r,;oo;t ve?, a'.! arming report :C, oui M:laeion reprt;,�ienta
ti ves Darwin reg,u·l'.ing killing of: natives by polioe 
atop Before I call my Board to�ether to mak:e prctoe, 
can you inr.ortll m" whether Dera rtiment intends make 
fullest inquiry. 

Burton, General Seoretory, 1lethijdiat Mission. 

Seo.retary. 
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Hie Honour 

CAlIBERR.A. 
••a&o»::a..J: 9th November, 1928.

Tha Government Resident 
of Central Australia., 

ALICE $!?RINGS• 

With refe.renoe to yo1:u- memorandum, lfo, 149/281 
I def.lire to invite attention to the following statements n,Ade 
:l.n the report o:l' the 19th Ootober by !J!,O, Mui-ra.y, :tn regs.rd 
to the aotion to.ken bt him to arrest the abor:l.g:l.na.le implioo.ted 
in the attiiok upon Mr, Ii, Morton1-

11Unfo rtunatel,y draetio aotion hail to be taken. anu 
.resulted in a n1llllbe.r of male na.t:l.veu being shoi, "

"UnfortUlUl.tely a. nrun1,er of nat1 ves we.re killed, " 

lt :I.a hardly neoessary to oomment on the se.rious 
aspeot of the killing o:t' aborig:1.na.ls by Government pa.rtS.ee, This 
Department ll!Uet aooept as one of it.I! reaponoibl.11.tieo the pro� 
teotion a11d gi.uirditmehip of e.ll n,;.tive .raoee in !l'ei:ritoi'i ea oo ming 
within its judediotl.on, and in oa.eea whore abor:l.ginali:1 have 
suffered. by reneon of e.ot1on either by Government J:t:1,rties o, eome 
other a.gene:,, the Minister inuet be satisfied thet ;!uetif:l.ontion 
exists fo.r the 11otion. ta.ken, 

A numb el:' of requeeta h!!,V!l alr ea.dy been 111ade t_o 
the Department for detMle of the reu•nt killing Of aboriginals 
in Central Auetre.lia 11nd represen·ba.t1one ha.ve been all.,beilsed to 
1;he hlinJ.eter by persona and Aasooiat:l.one interested in the w111-
fare of native raoes, 

To enable the !Xin:1.1:ltar to give oare:tu.l oon
sideration to the question of whether the r@oent killing of 
abori/,!!1.nals in Central Australia was ,2uati_:l.'ied, and to reply to 
the :l.nqu:tr1ea IU!d represent,ations thnt h•�.va been made to the Ds
partm,mt, it :l.e ll!,estn'v:l.e.l that he l';lho,i.ld be furnished with full 
@-fid o.oourate d.etl�i1e of the ino:l.dents, 

Full partio •;J.nre ohoulo. be furn:lahed o.s t,o the 
numb or of a.1H)I'igin!l,1a )dlled, the ctiroumstan<Hllll :l.n vm.ioh they 
vr,,re killecl, wl:1"Jthor tho killii11� was reported. to the Oo:totlet 006., 
i:f. so, the aoticm tc1!:.em a,, i;he O()roner:tn 1'ega.rd to such report1i. 
Oonfirma:l;ion should be obtained, whe;L'ever p0Sl,lible, of ths st1.,te* 
rnents nm.de by officers or persons oonn11oted with parties "'ee-
;-oneible foi• the lcilline: 0 l' a.ho1•ig:l.nals, 

Statement a imoh as thosCJ quiited front the repol'11 
by Conertable Murray are of too imlef:l.nite a ni,tll.re to be o:t an,' 
assiatr.inee to tho li!iniater. 

In conaidllring the report by Oonstable Murre.y 
in rngard to tha ae'0:fon taken by him to arrest the aboriginals 
:l.mplionteu. 1.n the �1t1,e.ok on Mr, Morton, it is noted that it is . 
lUlllOCOIU)?8.nietl. by flJ:l:V <lbSO;L'Ve.tiona by- yotU'fJOl:r WhiOh mi[l'ht be o:t 
asSietrm.oe to the hlin.iB ter in arriving at a deoieioµ .is to whether 
·bhe killing of the aboriginals we.a justified, or helpful in
replying to 1.nqui.riaa aclilreseed to this off:l.oe regnril.ing the
matter.

/Y'ou wil'l 
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9/11/28 

O OPPUPlilZAt 

'?AMOH(l-AFJU 

OLOYB'I/RYL'.h' 

ERIDUR11'ESP 

GA1mll,l!(}MO 

GOVRES 

ALICE SPRINGS, 

JU¥VJll,ADW'.All HAlV AW 11'.r A KR�SETTU 'rREEIKUBAV 

ULIHGUVUDO Jill!lAY,FS l\'lllY .Al3ZUGTYPI!l FUJl;Al!:AMRIF 

OEYOILEI.IID E,mmJ,EYO GAll'IIISPYRE DEYAVJAROY 

UllVU.EOAFRI ULIHCIOZIBE AMRIPGll.UVY URtlYXS�UYA 
;,-.:,e\;,· • 

-KR�SULOED �-�-('�-

Bress reports indicate acquittal follbwed 
upon Judges direction to Jury that evidence 
was ,;;i thout corroboration. Absence 
of trackers and Brookes two boys left Crown 
little evidence ·support case. Immedia;te ,,.. •. 
report desired showing v;ha:t evidence'Was 
relied upon and explanation why supporting 
evidence mentioned by Judge was not aYailable, 

Jµj. ROMETER,





ET. No. 2. 

COMMONWEALTH Of AUSIRALIA:--POSTMASTER-GENERAL'S DEPARU1ENT. 
I OFFICE 
I 

��;; ,,;��S!;:!;:,:,�. th}���t�,��01:!: n,n,e1l. �Senl al 
STA'r101CFR():\[ \ . ,wnrws. '-' 'fn.lE .\�ll ll.\TE LOlJC:f.D. No. C'clN 

"SYDllEY 45 , -3 40pm 9th 89 

Remarks. 

· �9 NDV.192-0nli' M:

This n;os,ag� /,,,_, l:un ,ud.-rd w�}ul fa /he Pa,/ and Tofor;,a;,h Ad 
anJ Rogulalfon,. 

The t1m• rn•''<d al //m Offer• "1/,0::,n al fho Jcal af ti:. Fa1m. 
Sl'11. (•.�3; /lO'!:S.-C\Jr Sll.-ll.Zi•�t; 

Tu 

SE-GTY 

HOJ..IE AND TBRRI TORIES 

].h.l{BERRA 

¥,.AVE RECEIVED ALAilllIHG REPORT FR01! 1'iISSION REPRESENTATIV"J!iS DAR'iiilT
RE,AGARDHTG KILLING OF NATIVE-SEY POLICE S'i:OP BEFORE I GALL l'/ff BOARD
TCGETHER TO M.,\KE PROTEST GAU YOU INFOR1fi iliJE \'t'HETRER DEPT INTIBlillS llii.KE
FULLEST EN�lUIH.Y 

BURTOl<T GE.HERAL SEC:RBTARY J;frJTHODIST lHSSIOM. 



ET.N6.�2; 

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.--POSTMASTER-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENf. 

RECEIVED TELEGRAM. ' ' 
.,,......,,;:. ·:\/'l'ho fkf!li line of thif> Telegmm cont.R.in$ tho following pnl'biculnr.� in the orrler nnmrcl. ')� .. 

s-�ATIOlJ FROi\1. . WORllS. l'D-rn ANLJ DATB LODGF.D. No. cJ...J 

DARWIN 0 a Oth 

To Remal'ks. 
:9EPARTiiiEHT JI013 AHD TERRITORIES 

Tlil, m,m,gc l,,:i1 been ,ccef•••d •ubJcd lo the. PaJI ,:nd Td,g,ap/, Aet 
i,i 9' NOV 'JD",•8 ·A·-_-M'. and Rogu/,,1/r,r,J, v_ 

The fime rcu �•d <1/ lh:• Ojr,u ii ihor,,n al II,� /,,ol of lf.e Form. 
Sch. c.�37/10�.-C.O'.S6.-B.20i$. 

JAJ:TBERRA. 

DES�RE LUJG:S PROTEST AS LOJAL R,�PRE'3Elr�ATIV-:E C:F EBTHOD:BST JHUR'JH 

AT GOUHT S:ZV:3N'l'EE;H KILLI:i.�GS I{El� .hHD WOJlE:U cv:;;R P;RIOD l;ilil-U DAYS 

_:;V-..SRY SHOT Sf�IT TO KILL R;:�Vi:l\.LS }lrGRO:!lCUS SPIRIT �E1--t,lCST FULL 

I};\1,UIRY •••• ATHCL ILJGREGOR K.ATII3RifE. 1· 2 9gj 

L-='1=-



Burton 

General Seoretary l,!ethodist Mission 

SYDNEY, 10,11,28

Yours ninth received matter is reoeiving close attention and full 

inquiries are being made for the consideration of the Minister and 

decision as to any necessary sub sequent action. 

/i ·' , ;:TD



Athol !;ToGregor 
KATHERINE. 

10,11,28 (North Australia) 

Yours ninth reoei ved matter is receiving close attention and 

full inquiries are being m9,de for the o onsidera.tion of the 

Minister e,nd a.eoision as to any neoessa.ry subsequent action, 

/( 
C 



M.I.M.

Membera ofthe Board 

p,.,.i<font-Gencnl 
S«;retary•Ge.nernl 

Queensland 

President of Conference, 
Gener,.! S«utary (H.M.) 

La.y Tre:uurer (H.M.) 

Mr. E, Procter. 

New South Wales 

President of Conference. 
General Seaeta,y (H.M.) 
Home Minion Secretary. 

Lay Tre.uurer (H.M.) 
Mr. P, N. Slade. 

South Awualia 

Pu1ident of Conference. 
General Suporinrend't (H,M,) 
Liy Trea.urce (H.M.) 

Mr. A, T. Wreford. 

West Austra1im 

Pmidlll1t of Conforena:. 

Genera.I Secretary (H,M.) 
Uy Tre:uundH.M.} 

Mr. A. Cnwford, 

Tamania 

Ouimun of Assembly. 

Home MW ion Seaet.iry. 
U.yTreuurer {H.M.) 

Mr. F. Tyaon. 

Vietorfo 

Home Mi:,sion Er.eeutive. 

Convener 

REV. A. T. HOLDEN, 
C,D,E, D,A,, 

73 Walpole Street, Kew, 
Victoria, 

to whom allcon:cspondence 
for the Board should be 
forwuded. 

AUSTRALASIAN METHODIST CHURCH 

METH001ST'0INLANd
0
M1ss10N 

.,.,v/�ndham 
? • Hall'a creek 

,;::;_'_- Derby 

• Meckatharra 

The Sec retary,· 

' /C•.-• 

Normanton" • 

Olon0un-y • 

� 
Blrdsvmee 

Home & Territories 
CANBERRA. 

Depa rt!Jlemt 

Dear Sir, 

f'fMelbourne, 
{VICTORIA) 

L2/ll/28 

J 

i 1 
,'.{, 

Information has reached us by teleg raph from 
our representative Mr. A. D. McGregor, whos e headquarters 
a re at Katherine, N,A., that he has for.va rded a request to 
your Department for an enqui ry into* the alleged shooting 
recently of 17 aboriginess·in Central Australia. 

On the grounds of our confidence in Mr, 
McGregor's verac:j,ty we desire to support his request,at 
the same time clearly stating that we have no information, 
except what ha s appeared in the press, concerning the 
circumstances or facts of this case, and,therefore,we do not 
expres s ltl1Y opinion upon it, 

While not necessarily identifying ours elves 
with the views of Mr. McGregor on trn general subject of the 
treatment of aborigines we trust that 1he scope of any 
enquiry will be broad with a view to the framing of some 
national policy that will be satis factory to all sections of 
-�he c ommuni ty,

We shall be obliged if you will bring this 
letter under the notice of the Minister, or of his 
responsible officer,in charge of this aection of affairs, 

On behalf of the Boa:rd,I have the honour to be · 
Yours faithfully, 

Jl�::,,R 



-------·-----

CR. 

GOVERNMENT RESIDENT. 

ALICE SPRIUGS. 

12/11/28 LETTERGRAM 

YOUR ONE 

TWENTY-EIGHT TILMOUTH 

NATIVE BEEM 

AND IF 

TAKEN 

FIVE 

HAS 

REPORTED 

so 

UOUGHT 

KILLIUG 

TO 

WlllT ACTIOU

STROKE 

OF 

CORONER 

WAS 

P' 
I

s 

} r l! 

. \./ p '; 
' I.) �tr

/ 
,J 6
I 



-------- �--· __ ....._,_____-

IS. 

13th llovember, 1928. 

Dear Sir I!eville, 

A good deal o:f press publicity is now being given to 
the killing of aboriginals in Central Australia following upon the 
murder by the blacks of a white man named. Brookes, 

I have thought it advisable to let you know how.the 
matter stands here, so that if you feel it neoessary to comment on the 
matter you will have information available, 

Following upon the first reoeipt of the news of the 
trouble,the Government Resident was wired. for full partioulara and 
ask:ecl. to obtain and forward statements, wherever possible, from all 
parties oonoerned, I attaoh a. oopy of his reply on the subjeot, 

---h'urther developments ooourrecl., incilurling the shooting of more aborigi
nals, following upon an attack: upon a settler named !Jorton, The 
police report in this case was indefinite. and was forwarded by the 
Government Resident without oommmt, At the ea.me 'time ,another oase 
was reported of an attaok on a.white man a.n:l the slloating of another 
aboriginal. 

In view of the iriacl.equaoy of the reports from the 
departmental standpoint, the Government Resident lms been again 
written to, and a oopy of this communication is also attached., 

---

You will note that in the last paragraph I refer 
to the ponsibility of an investigation, If the oiroumstanoes ,levelop 
in that direction, i't may be useful to have as much preliminary in-. 
formation tts possible to minimise delay, 

Yours faithfully, 

The Honomble Sir N,R, Howse, 
v.c.� K.O.B •• K.O.ll,G., M.P.,

Hini ster xor Home and •rerri tori es,
Commonwealth Offioes, 

S Y D N E Y, 

Note:- Fatalities, Brookes' oase 17; 1'ilmouth 1 s case l; 
1lorton's " two known, but a number of 
others reported.. Deaths inolude two lubras. 
but no ohildren are reported. as having been 
shot, 

. ,/ 

,, -.; 



l::.T. No. 2. 

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.--POSTMASTER-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT. 

RECEIVED TELEGRAM. 
�- , The f.in,t, line of tl,is 'fclegrmn 0:-011:nins tho followiHg par!icuhu·s in the order nn•nc,1. 

STATIW FRO:n. WORDS. 'fL\IE ANJ) DATB LODC::F.D. No. 

J{emarks. 

Thi• mom,go /,1u b,en re«ircd ,u!,Jod fo Ibo Pns/ arid T,lc§raph Ad 
and R,gc/aflnn.,, 

Tho /;mo rueicd al /hi, Offie, ii ,hot.>n af /be fool of l!.o Form. 
Sch. C.837/lfl'.!S.-C.:KS£i.-D.2'Jt,;. 

To 

OF E�TQ,UIRY PLEASE REPLY SECRETARY THOMAS STREET GORDON 

PRESIDENT G F EARP M L C SECRETARY REV W MORLEY (El!DS) 

JilLAD EARLY ADVICE 

DEANE ORIENTAL HOTEL 



ET. No. 2. 

COMl\'IONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.--POSTMASTER-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT . 

RECEIVED TELEGRAM. 
:•nn.• !ii·J:1t line nf ,hi« Telogrnm 1·011�,tins the followi11g prirHculars in the 01-der 11'1•11ccl. 

ST}·(� 1,-o,_ FRtnL \VORDS. TDIB AN]) DATE LODGED. No. 

1 PUBLIC OFFICES MELBOURl'IE So 2 3opm 13th /,£ I::, . 

l{euiarlrn. To

SECRETARY HOMTI: '.l!ND TERRITORIES 

TM, mewigo ha• b,on .. ,.,��d sub},</ fo ,,,. PDtl and T,!�lrapl, Act 1 3 f,Jl] V ld:i:8 � riA. and R,gu/of/nn.,. 
Tl,,:. /,'mo roco:ud al 11,;, Office i• ,l:o�'f> of tho 1��, of tf.e Fo,m. 

Sr-I,. C.�37 /10'!$.-(;.��SG.-/J,�(l:!6'. 

CANBERRA, 

FOLLOWING TELEGRAM RECEIVED BY PRIME MilHSTER (BEGINS) 

IN VTEW OF SERIOUS REVELATIONS AT TRIAL OF ABORIGINJIS FOR MURDER 

IN CEl'fTRAL AUSTR_ilLIA AND ALLEGED SHOOTING OF SEVENTEEN ABORIGINES BY 

POLICE WILL PRIME 1!IIUSTER PERlKIT REPRESENTATIVE OF ASSOCIATION FOR 

PROTECTION OF NATIVE RACES BEING APPOINTED A UEMBER OF COJ.!MISSIOU 



l?eroy Deane 
· Oriental Hotel

MELBOURNE, 13,ll,28 

177][ 

Yours to-day matter is being made eubjeot of full inquiry by 
Department stop If determined that oirournstanoes warrant special 

investigation request of Association will be taken into consideration 
in determining personnel of investigating authority, 

l ,_,/1 ·
\i)(•i'
! I
I 



E.T. No. 6. 

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. <� .., 
No . ....... .t/..c.& 

,_'OSTMASTER-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT. 
OFFICE DAT£ �T,UIP. 

RECEIVED '�Jt,l�� TELEGRAM.

This Message has been received subject to tlle Post and Telegraph Act and Regulations. 

Sell 0.337.-i/1� 
The time �cceivcd at this olfice is shown after the signature. 

JI .18911/1 .2$.-C.i,1)�5 

The first line of this telegram contnlns the following pnrtlculars, In the order named, 

STATION FROM. WORDS. CHARGE. TIME and DATE LODGED. 

·1 BOURKE ST EAST MELBOURNE, 17f? 1-41pm 15th,

SECRETARY HOME & TERRITORIES 

CANBERRA, 

REMARKS. 

FOLLOWIUG TELEGRAMS RECEIVED BY PRHiE MINISTER DATED 14th GORDON SYDNEY 

Ol!E BEGilTS AT MEETING TODAY OF EXECUTIVE ASSOCIATION PROTECTION NATIVE 

RACES RESOLVED TELEGRAPH PRIME MINISTER NECESSITY FOR I:Ml1iEDIATE ENQ,UIRY 

BY COMRETENT OFFICIAL OR TRIBUNAL INTO RE.CENT SHOOTHTGS OF HATIVES BY 

COJ!MONWE,\LTH POLICE IN CEN'IRAL AUSTRALIA WHICH HAS DEEPLY SHOCKED THE 

COJ,/Jl,!UlHTY ASSOCIATION FURTHER POIHTS OUT THAT LEADER OF THE OPPOSITIOH 

IN HIS POLICY SPEECH PROMISED ADEQ,UATE 'IREATMEHT OF ABORIGil'IEES OH 

FEDERAL BASIS OH LINES ADVOCATED BY OUR ASSOCIATION EXfilCUTIVE,HOPES ·, 

PRIME MINISTER '.'/ILL IMMEDIATELY MAKE PUBLIC DECLARATION OF GOVERNMENTS 

POLICY AND INTENTIONS IN 'rHIS I:MPOll,TA!lT MATTER SIGNED W 1!0RB�lIDS 

[T'i/0 BEGINS ASSOCIATION PROTECTION NATIVE RAC!RS LEARNS \'/ITH SURPRISE

, \ AND HORROR OF THE CONTI1'11JED DISGRACEFUL CONDITIONS OBTAINING IN THE 
,.. --�. 

'.\'/ LAZARET AT DARWIN AND REGRETS THAT THOUGH THESE CONDITIONS HAVE .BEEN 
!/ !;! / 
. ,. -

POINTED OUT TO DEPARTMENT HOME AND TERRITORIES NORTHING- HAS BEEN

DONE TO RELEIVE THE POSITION OF THE UNFORTUNATE ABORIGillALS SIGNED

w MORLEY (E�hELEGRAM WAS SEHT TO Ji:ORLEY YESTERDAY ON LINES

SUGGESTED YClUR TELEGRAM HT REPLY HIS TELEGR,\M OF TWELFTH.

DEANE, 

2-1 Op vw.



2. 

Gen. Leane then suggested to me that Inspector 
.Johna, who was in the Metropolitan area at tne present time, 
had had wide experience in the Northern Territory, and amongst 
the blacks, might be consulted with a view to obtaining the 
the name of any suitable Officer whom Gen. Leane might have 
overlooked, I agreed and he called Inspector .Johns in, and 
under a bond of confidence revealed to him the nature of my 
viai t and asked him who he would suggest to hold such an Inq_uiry. 
Inspector .Johns imnediately stated that, with the exception of 
himself, there was only one man that he Jmew of, and he named 
Inspector Giles. 

After further con sideration and a general dis
cussion, Inspector ,Johna brought forwa.rd the naine of Mr. Lionel 
C,E,Gee, who wa s at one time a \'Farden in the Mines Department 
on the Goldfields in Central Australia, He was a.ctuaJ.ly in 
the District in which the killing is supposed to have taken 
place. So far as he was aware it would be about 17 years since 
Warden Gee left the District, but he considers that if a person 
with Magisterial experience were necessary he would place Warden 
G ee second to Inspector Giles. Gen. Leane is unacq_uainted with 
Warden Gee and could not express an opinion, but said he was 
prepared to accept Inspector .Johna' recommendation in regard to 
the matter, 

I have made personal inq_uiries regarding Mr.Gee 
and learn that he is now 741 years of age. He 1vas retired 
from the State Service at the age of 70, It was stated that 
if he had anything to do with aboriginals it would have been 
about 30 or 40 yea.rs ago when he was a Surveyor in the Survey 
Dept, and also later when h e  was Warden of' Goldfielda, 

I have not, interviewed warden Gee for the reason 
that in my opinion a man of 74-ir years would be too old for such 
a.n Inq_uiry. 

If the appointme11 t of a Police Officer of the 
S .A.Service wouJ.d be acoep table to the Commonweal th Govt,, I 
am satisfied, after rny interview with Gen, Leane and Inspector 
.Johns, that Inspector Giles would be an excellent man for 
ll.ppointment to conduct such an Inq_uiry, If, however, it is 
thought inadvisable to employ a Police Officer I could make 
furJbher inq_uiries as to the most suitable Magistrate availe.ble, 
but feel that I must support the view taken by Gen,· Leane that 
the person selected to carry out the inq_uiries should have had 
:actual personaJ. experience in the Northern Territory and ao
q_uaintance with the blacks in those parts. 

Should you desire any further information re• 
garding the lfogis trates and advise me I will make inq_uiries 
and let you know without any loss of time. 

� 
r am glad to say we are all we.al and settling

� down to conditions in Adelaide. Mr.Rogers is well and we both ;,,-- r eciprocate your kind regards and trust that you and yours are 
well and liking Canberra, 

Yours ... si nee rely; 

&'��-
,.,;, 

P.s. I dictated this to Mr.Rogers late this afternoon, and as
I will be out of town all day to-morrow I have arranged 
with him to type it and sign it on ruy behalf. 

4&.q(. 
+-

' __ I 

t, (Q.._ .('. ; ,/ \ 



PHONE CEl'/TRAL 1428, No.----

000-1.28 9:J!H 

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 

My dear Clemens, 

PUBLIC SERVICE INSPECTOR, 

PosT OFFICE PLACE, ADELAIDE. 
15th November 1928. 

To-day, upon receipt of your letter of the 13th 
· inst, in respect of the killing of a mnber of aboriginals,

fol.lowing upon the murder of a white man named Brookes, I inter
viewed Brig-General Leana, the Comnisaioner of Police here, and
a personal friend of mine, and under a bond of confidence read
to him portions of your letter, s.sking the General if he could
suggest a suitable Officer of the S,A.Govt. to undertake in
quiries in the event of such\being necessary.

General Leane said that if' he were required to
make an appointment for t he purpose under consideration his
selection would unhesitatingly be that of Police Inspector P,
Giles, Police Officer in Charge of the Northern portion of
South Australia, stationed at Port Augusta. He is 51 years of
age, has had about 30 years' service, Commenced as a Trooper;
was many years Clerk of Courts in different places, mostly in
parts inhabl.tated by aborigines, and is at the present time
Prosecuting Officer in North Australia for the S.A.Govt, His
District extends from the W.A.Border to the Q,ueenaland Border
!l.nd connects at Oodnadatta with the Territorial Service,

Prior to the Commonwealth taking over he also con
trolled that part of the •rerri tory now under the CJommomveal th,

Gen, Leane regards Inspector Giles aa a well-edu
cated, fearless man, with a sound well-balanced mind who thor
oughly understands the natives and their condition�of life,
including those in the actual Diatrj.ct in which the reported
trouble has oc curred,

Gen, Leane informed me if .the services of In
spec tor Giles were asked for he wonld immediately make him avail�
able for the Commonwealth Govt. I .pointed out to the General
that "the man in the street" might view the -appointment of :a. •
Police Officer with some suspicion and feel that any report�d ·
might be framed with the object of "whitewashing" the Police
Faroe, I ,aalced him if he could suggest a Magistrate with the
necessary c1ualifications to unde:z:take such an Inquiry.

After carefully reviewing the claims of all the
present M,agis tra tes, Gen. Leane definitely stated that there was
not one of them with the required experience amongst the blacks.
He pointed out that it is absolutely essential the person select
ed must have a wide knowledge of the conditions under which the
Police work in those distant parts, otherwise the Police Officers
would probably not receive fair treatment in the investigation,

'!I, J. Clemens, Esq, 
Secretary, Home & Territories Dept. 

CANBERRA. F.C,T. 



-------------=�.�-�---------------------.... 
--

(2) 

to their own district, for it is no light thing for an abor� 

iginal to have to travel hundreds of miles, without protection 

or food supplies, through country inhabited by hostile tribes. 

Therefore in the interests of jus�ice and humanity, the 

Association trusts that you and yo'1r department will i'avourably 

consider the requests contained in this letter, 

Yours faithfully,

�c,f:t�. 
Hon. S€cretary, 

/ 

l



Ph>s/dent: 

Mu. W. H. Lewis, B.A. 

Sccreturv: 

Miss Blanche Stephens 

(Tel. Ccnlral 5994) 

Women's Non-Party Association 
of South Australia 

(League of Women Voters) 

Affiliated with Aus\ralinn Federation of Women Yote11. 

HARVARD CHAMBERS, 

198 NORTH TERRACE, 

ADELAIDE, l6th .... Novem.berl.92 8 

The Honorable Sir Nevmlle Howse, 

Minister for Home and Territories, 

Canberra, F.C.T. 

Dear Str, 

On behalf of tlle Women's Non-Party Association I am writing 

to protest against the shooting of Aborigines by the pmlice in 

the Alice Springs District, The ruthless killing of 17 nat1wes
1 

including women, as a reprisal for the murder of one white.man, 

is an utterly unwarranted barbarous proceeding, and xx a slur n 

ob the name of British justiea whtch tends to bring us into 

disgrace with the civilized nations of the world. Moreover, 

it makes the sane goverP.1'1'lnt and control of the natives more 

difficult. The strictures of the magistrate at Darwin who 

tried and acquitted the two aborigines who were arrested for tae 

crime of killing Mr. Bro oles, indicate that there l.s something 

drastically wrong in the methods used when dealing with these 

people, To show that such conduct is not condoned by the 
• 

Parliament or people of this country, an official enquiry 

Should be held to 50 into the whole matter, and this the Associa-

tion fiBXAKKK&XlUiXKK strongly urges. It also ur�es that the 

two men who were taken to Darwin to be tried. should be returned



/ 

•
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MY 
OF 

17/ll/28 

:MEMORAlIDUll 
.ABORIGIN.ALS 

Govermn.ent Resident 

A1ioe Springs 

NI!f.PH 
PLEASE 

novmmm SHOOTIJQ 

ALSO O:BTA;Illf AliD 

FORWARD REPORT :BY FROTEOTOR OF ABORIGINALS RE�ARD!NG ll.ATTlll't, 

tf}t;HOJaTm. 



ET. No. 2 

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.--POSTMASTER-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT. 

· RECEIVED TELEGRAlVI.
'.fhe lint line of thi� T!'\('lgrmn r.011'.nin� tho frillmdng p:n'tieular/0 in lhc onkr nnmccl. 

�1 STATIOX FRO)l. wc,nns. TDIE ..\Sil D.\TE LODGED. Xo. 

2. ALICE SPRINGS NA 51 11pm 17th.

Hemarks. 'l'uLET'fERGRAM 

1 0 NUV 192.8 A.M. HOJ\lli TERRITORIES 

T/,ii n:e,1a�, I,�, h,on ,ouir�d nl,j�c/ lo 1/,e Pc,f and Tt!e_.rai:h A<I 
and f�<;ulalinn,. 

Tho lm:o r•«·icd at 1hr, Offict ,� ihon,n at lh� /col cf th Fern,. 
S<'h. c·:J:!; /l!J'2S -t !�.-S�--P,. Z•1�� 

CAfIBERRA. -l f) , .. 

YOUR TELEGRAM TWELb'TH KILLING NATIVE BY TILMOUTH HOT REPORTED COROlIBR 

OWING HURRIED DEF ARTURE MURRAY FOR DARWIN PROPOSE SHERIFF AS CORONER 

ACGOMPA}IY ME WHEU ENDEAVOURIHG OBTAIH STATEMEH'fS REQ,UESTED YOUR MEMORAlIDUM 

TWENTYEIGHT STROK!ll EIGHT FIVE EIGHT EIGHT OF Tl'/ENTYEIGHTH SEPTEMBER AND 

HOLD INQ,UEST IN LOCALITY OF KILLING. GOVERNMEHT RESIDEHT. 

1 47pm"YT 
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IS. 

20th November, 1928. 

5Ll!,__N f!' I D E H T l A L, 

lJy a.ear ·:,'illeon, 

,;�7 7 j O 
' 

C J 

I am very grateful for your letter of the 

15th f/ovemb e:r in re ply to minu o:i' the 13th, o.nd for the 

very thorough m!mner in which you have >1ppreciated my delli re, 

The infOl'l'lEJ.tion suppliei should. be partioularly useful, Any 

further e.otion muat awa:c t decision of the Government as to 

the steps it will take. but, shoul:l the occasion arise to en

list Jo11r assiBte . .ooe further, I shall be very glad to a,;a.:il 

mysel:c of your kind ol'fer, 

Yoi:rs sincerely t 

G.E. Willson Eaq. t 

Commonwealth Public Service 
Inspector, 

Post Office Place, 
ADE L A I D E, 

d.A.

\ 

'
I\ 
\" s' 

' > t 

,, ·,,'; I \\ 



00PY. MOD. A. 300/1.

I ( i);, ? )L 
--

ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROTElC1'ION OF THE NATIVE RACES OF AUSTRALASIA 
AND POLYNESIA. 

11 Cransley 11 , 

Thomas Street, 
GORDON. 

November 13th, 1928. 

The Right Honourable 
Stanley Melbourne Bruce, P.C., M.c., 

Prime Minister of the Commonwealth. 

Dear Sir, 

On behalf of the above Association I desire to confirm the 
telegram sent to you yesterday in the joint names of the Honble. 
G.F. Earp, M.L.C., and Rev. vr. Morley, the President and Secretary of 
the Association and which was as follows:-

"In view of serious revelations at trial of Aborigines 
for murder in Central Australia and alleged shooting 
of seventeen Aborigines by Police will Brime Minister 
permit representative of Associe.tion for Protection 
of lfative Races being appointed a member of Commission 
of Enquiry. Please reply Secretary Thomas St. Gordon." 

In furtherance of the above request I would like to add 
that the Association has since its formation in 1911 endeavoured to 
maintain a watchful care over the interests of the Aborigines of 
Australia, and of other Native Races in the South Pacific. It is 
in intimate relations with the Anti-Slavery & Aborigines 
Protection Society i n  London. It has also enjoyed the confidence of 
successive Governments of the Commonweal th, and on occasions has 
been permitted to see confidential papers, especially in regard to 
the New Hebrides and the Condominiwn Government. 

Our Association is deeply concerned in and shocked at the 
events which have occurred in Central Australia, and the evidence 
given at the trial of the Aborigines at Darwin. It is gratified with 
the statements in the Daily Press that your Government will cause the 
fullest enquiry into the facts of the a lleged Shooting of lTatives, 
and into the causes which have led to such happenings, 

Trusting that you vrill favourably consider-the request in 
our telegram. 

I have the honour, etc. 

( SGD.) W. JiIORLJ!.'Y, 

Honorary Secretary, 



PRIME MINISTER. 

WT/MOD, 

A, 300/1. 

Dear Sir, 

lam directed to acknowledge the 

receipt of your letter of the 13th November in which it is 

urged that a member of your Association be appointed to 

any Commission that may be established to enquire into the 

shooting of Aborigines in Central Australia., and to inform 

you that your representations Jiave been notecl. 

Yours faithfully, 

The Reverend W, Morley, 
Honorary Secretary: Association for the 

Protection·of the Native Mees of 
Australasia and Polynesia, 

•cransley•,
Thomas street, GORDON. 



/} ,,f ,,,L.a,,.fi,-:2 tf,v ./� � 

1:f<-/'_,. __ �//� 

PRIME WTMJ.NISTER.

The Secretary, 
of Home and Territories. Department 

Referred, by direction, for favour of 
comment. 

Secret,ary. 

) NOV Hl2/J



,,___-

Gli, 

28/10740, 

(i;f ;
Fj I 
''""'' ,, 

2£nd November 1928, 

Reverend Sir, 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 
12th November, relative to the shooting of aboriginals 
in Central Australia, and shell bring Lt under the 
not ioe of the Minister immediately he returns to Canberra, 

on the receipt of advice in thla Depart
ment of the incident, the Government Resident of Central 
Australia was instructed to make exhaustive enquirtee· 
into the matter and to furnish, under a number of heads, 
information whtch it is conaldered essential should be 
in the possession of the Minister to enable him to decide 
whether the shooting of the aboriginals was Justified, or 
whether an enqttiry by a specially appointed authority 
should be instituted into the matter, 

You will be advised in due course of the 
action taken in the matter, 

Yours faithfully, 

Rev, T. C. Rentoul, 
Methodist Inland Mission, 

!t!ELBO ORNE. 

�Sgd.) W. J. CLET,n 'l"':'

secretary, 



E.T,:h. 2. 

C·, �ONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.--P{)STMASTER-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT. 

· ···.RECEIVED TELEGRAM.
. ·--�·: ,Th�:_'1;•,:;i, line of this Telegmm r.ontai11s the following pmUculurs in tho order un1J1cd. 

;_1(l'A�1f_}_� FR(��'h\· WORDS. TIME AND DA1'E LODGED. No. y 
\.,.·,. 1;°ALICE SPRINGS SA, 38 5J40pm 21st, 

l{emarks. To 

'$ 2 NOV l!l28 A.M.
LETTERGRAii 

Thi, mem1g/ h,u b,;n meiu•J ,ub.�ct 1<1'the Pmf and T,f,graph Ac/ 
and R,gu!aUnnJ. 

Tho Um• reulccd al lh/1 Office 1• ,ho!HI al /he fool of tl.o Fam,. 
Sch. C.337/lO�.-C.OU!O.--JJ.:!ll:!l:l. 

HOME TERRITORIES 

CANBERRA, 

YOURS SEVENTEENTH YOUR l!EMORANDUM NINTH REGARDING SHOOTING 

Al30RIGINALS NOT RECEIVED NEXT MAIL ARRIVES HERE DECEUJ3ER FOURTH 

PROPOSE LEAVE FOR INVESTIGATION RECENT_ KILLING TVIENTYEIGHTH 

STOP DO. YOU DESIRE ME AWAIT ARRIVAL YOUR MEMORANDUM NINTH, 

GOVRES, 12-10a vw 

/. � .._,.Q ' --7,  - ;J__,; 
lb - .,..--J:a:/---�"'" ... 



,nC1 ----------------------------------------

........ �-,•····· 

Government Resident 
ALICE Sl!RINGS. 

2'2. n'. 20 

LETT illRGRAM ., 

LETT ER GRAM. 

Yours twentyfirst desire you should await receipt this Department's 
memorandum ninth stop Please advise methods of investigation and 
itinerary y011 propose adopt. stop In meantime in view possibility 
Governme,11t deciding hold speoial in{i3st1gation please advise by letter
first poet what would be involved travelling outfit ataetera to seoure
all evidenoe praaticable to obtain. 



latJI I 
'" 

GH, 

28/10740 
22nd November 1928, 

Dear Madam, 

ln the abaenoe of the l.itnlater, I .dealre to 
aoknowledge the reoeipt of your letter of the 16th November, 
relative to the shooting of aboriginals in Central Australia, 
and to inform you that immediately advice waa received in 
this Department of the shooting of the 17 aboriginals in 
question steps were taken to obtain all possible details 
oonneoted with the incident in order to enable the Minister 
to decide whether the shooting was Justified or whether an 
enquiry by a specially appointed authority should be made 
into the matter, 

The Department is awaiting the receipt of 
replies from the Government Resident to a number of enquiries 
addressed to that officer, When.these come to hand the 
whole of the papers connected with the inaident will be 
p11t before the JHnlater for consideration Gld: the aotion 
which sho11ld be taken in the matter, 

The observations made by your Aeeoolatlon have 
been d11ly reoorded, and will be bro11ght to the M1n1ster'a 
notice immediately he ret11rne to Canberra, 

Yo11rs falthflllly, 

W J CLEMFF':!
(Sgd,) · · 

Kise Blanche Stephens, 
Hon, Seo, Women's Jon-Party 

Asaooiation of, South A11etralia, 
Harvara· Che�bera, 

198 North Terraoe, 
ADELAIDX, 

Secretary, 

/ 



TEL, "'" 4174 Contra! ALL CORREi PON DENCE TO flE ADDRl!:SSEO TO (,cl?� 1 
MRS, C, E, BOLITHO, GENERAL ORQAlil"lNQ $ECRU'ARY / :J \

.:.,.� 

Australian Women's National League· 
PRESIDENT: 

MRS. CLAUDE COUCHMAN 

HON, SECRETARY: 

GEN�&
MRS. C. E. BOLITHO 

BANK OF NEW Z!!ALAND CHAMBERS, 

1ST FLOOR, 

349 COLLINS STREET 

21st. November 1928 

Hon. Sir N.R.Howse, V.C., K.C.B., K.C.M.G. 
Minister for Home and 'l'erritories and Health. 

35 Kensington Rd, 
SOUTH YARRA. 

Dear Sir, 

c . 

At the meeting of the Australian Women's Hational 

League Executive held oh Monday 19th instant, it was unanimously 

agreed that a letter be written you expressing satisfaction at 

the proposed action of the Commonwealth Government in regard to 

the recent killing of' Australian Aboriginals. 

Members earnestly hope that this enquiry will be 

immediate and thorough. 

I am, 

Yours faithfully, 

Gen. Org. Secretary. 



Common·:1ealth Offices, Melbourne, 
23rd November, 1928, 

Dear Mrs. Bolitho, 

I am in receipt of 
your letter dated 21st inst, relative 
to tho k1111ng of aboriginals in ''·'tb.11 

Cantral Australia, and can assure you 
that the fullest inquiry 1s being 
made. 

Yours faithfully, 

174/ �� 

Mrs. C,E,Bolitho, � General Organizing ecrotary, 
Australian womefi's National League, 

349 Coll1t1B St. , 
Melbourne. 



. . CO�MONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.-POSTMASTER-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT. 

·. ... RECEIVED TELEGRAM. 
,� -.�! ,, . ' 

- - -� 1 The firs!; lillo of this Telegram cont1tins the following ptll'ticulurs in tho onler un•necl. 

STATi-.JX FROM. "\VORDS. TIME AND DATE LODGF.D. No. 

1. ALICE S;I?f\Il.GS 23 9-am, 24th,

Remarks. 

"Thi, m••sage ha, hce11 1ccokod ,ubjcct lo //,c Pru/ one/ Ttf,grapl, Acl 
arrd Re11ufalfom. ,. 

The lime rcukod al lh:, Office I, :hofXI al the foal a/ lf.e Fo,m. 
Sch. C,337/lfJ28.-C.Ol,S!J.-ll.2M8. 

ToHOMETER,

CANBERRA, 

j• 

-----____,,,...., 

. omc, OATS STM.,/j,7} 

YOURS TIVENTYSECOND CAN YOU PLEASE ADVISE PROBAllLE NUMBER 

COMPRISING.INVESTIGATING PARTY IF DECIDED ON ENABLE ESTIMATE OF COST 

llE PREPARED_. 

GOVRES, 

12-37pmY'.I.',



GOVRES 

ALICE SPRINGS 

YOURS TWENTYFOURTH INVESTIGATING PARTY II<' DECIDED UPON WCXJLD PROBt\BLY 

COYPRISE ONE POSSIBLY TWO MEMBERS STOP PLl!JASE FURNISH DESIRED INFORMATION 

AS FAR AS PRACTICABLE 

HOIETER. 26.11.1928 

1/ 
·� y 

.�. ,..1 '· J. · I: \ ;:, ,1 ·>\\ _,•1· 
J' ' ' 
' 
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JU/Ilp • Copy

ASS OCI.I\TIOH FOR 1'llE PROTECfIOII OF THE Jl.l\TIVE ·RACES OF 
.I\US'ffi.l\LASI.I\ AHD POLYllESIJI, 

"Cra.nsley"
t 

Thomas Street, 
GQFJ)Oll. 

November 15th 1928, 

A, 300/ 1. 

The Rt .. Hon. S. !.I. Bruce, C.H.,_ P.O., M:.c. 

Dear Sir, 

/ 

On behalf of the above Assooiation I am writing 
this to c·onfirm the tel egram forwarded to you yesterday 
November 14th v,hich was as follows 

"At meeting of Executive of the Association 
for Protection of l!ative Races resolved to 
telegraph-to Prime.Minister urging necessity 
for immediate enquiry by a competent official 
or tribunal into the recent shootings of 
natives by Commonwealth Police· in Central 
Australia which has deeply -ohoclced the 
community. The Association would further 
point out that the Deader of the O.pposil;ion 
in his Policy Speech promised adequate treat
ment of the .I\ borigines on l!'ederal basis on lines 
advocated by the Association, It·expresses 
the hope that the Prime Minister will inunediately 
make a pub lie declaration of the Government's 
policy and inl;entions in this important matter." 

I run, Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 

( SGD) W .MORLll'Y. 

Hon. Secretary. 

;l 
1 



JU /ITP. Copy 

.1\.SS0ClliTI0H P'JH 1i1HE flt0Tt}U'l1I0H 01!1 'l1HB HA 1fIVE fu\Cl!iS 
OF AUSTPJ\LASIJ\ J\llD .?OLYllESIJ\, 

11 Cransley n , 
Thomas Street, 

Gordon, 

no·vember 15th, 1ne. 

1.'he Rt. lion. Stanley M. Bruce,· C.H., l).c., H.C., 
Primo l.rinister of the Commom,ea1th, 

Denx Sir, 

On behalf of the S;bove .Association 
I am ,;:riting to confirm a telegram forwarded to you 
yesterday llovember 14th in reference to the Lazarette 
at Darwin, 811d vi'l1ich was as follows :-

11 That this Association learns with 
surprise and horroiC of the continued 
c.lisgraceful conditions obtaining in 
the Lazarette at Da1T1in and re 17ets 
that though these conditions have be on 
pointed out to the Department of Home 
and Territories nothing up to ti"E present 
has been done to relieve the position of 
these unfortunate .Aborigines. 11 

I am,Sir, 

:l?u.it;hfully �Jours, 

(SOD) VI, !;IORIBY, 

Hon. Secreta.ry. 



JU/ff.2. Cory 

"I "

i . Of J-- -

,:. .A8SOCI1\11IOH .POR '.i.1}ill PRO'.i11.:C r11IOiI OJJ1 THE HA11IVE RitCES 01!, 
AUST.iJ,Il\SlA 1 lTD l'OLYl/ESI1\. 

11 0:ransley'', 
Thomas Street, 

Gordon. 

November 15th, 1928, 

i1ho Rt. Hon. S. I.I. Bruce, C.H., P .. C. 2.i.C., 
Prime llini.ster of the Commoi1wealth •. 

Dear Sir, 

Q.n behalf of our Association I lIBve the
honour to thank you. Your tele5ram received et 1.30 
p.m, today in reply to our telegram of l!ovember 12th re
the shooting of Aborigines in Central -�ustralia and the
trial recentl;y held at Darwin, ru1d for the promise your
telegram conveys"of full enquiry by Home and 1'erri tori es
Do1,artment, if determined that circumstances ·;,an·ant special 
investi(lD-tion request of l,ssoelation will be taken into 
con side ration in determining personnel of inves tigatin1, 
authority." 

I ar;1, 
dear Sir, 

F ai thfully youi· s , 

( SGD) 'ii. ::ORLE-Y. 

Hon. Secretary. 



}Jf•;ll 
'" 

PRIME MINISTER. 

JG/lu). 

J,. 300/1. 

Dear Si�, 

I am directed to aclmowledge the 

receipt of your cOOllllunications of the 15th Hovember, 

confirming telegrams exchanged with your Apeo ch1ti on 

on the subject of the treatment mated out to aborigines 

in Central Australia, 

The Rav, W, Morley, 
n CrE>..nsley 11 , 

Thomas Street, 
G0PJ)0ll ,N, S, d • 

Yours faithfully, 



PRIME MINISTER. 

.m/11.l:'. 1\.300/1. 

The Secretary, 
DopC1rt1nent of liome C1nd Territories. 

Referred
t 

by direction, for information. 



The Secretary for Home and Territories, 
ljanberra, 

Sir. 

The Headquarters Council of the Australian Aborigines Mission 
has heard with alarm and indigna.tion the report of the alleged 
shooting in Central Australia of 17 Aborigines, including two 
women, We are quite aware of the necessity for severely punishing 
the natives when they are convicted of crime, but the killing of 
such a large number in attempting to arrest the offenders, seems to 
us to reveal a condition of things that calls for urgent enquiry, 

'We respectfully urge that a full and exhaustive enquiry be 
made into all the facts relating to this regretable happening, and 
tllat the necessary action be taken to ensure protection of the 
natives, 

Yours faithfully, 

t.J� 
l'resident of Australian Aborigines Mission. 

' .
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Dear Sir, 

:X:1f1kMaMMKJl1 
CAlillERRA, 

a:t.a:JlJCX 29th Hovomber, 1928, 

I a� in receipt of your letter of the 22nd November, 

ralo.tive to the shooting of aboriginals in Central Aust1·alia., and 

desire to inform you that steps a.re being taken which will ensure 

that the matter will be thoroughly investiea.tell., 

E, J, Telfer Esq,, 
President of Australian 

Aborigines' Mission, 
Church Office, 

Ebley Stre,n, 
WAVEHT,EY, 
. ll.H. tr.· 

Yours faithfully, 

/fi//-C. 
Seoi·otary, 



_.,_ 

h:l 111<1 inetC11otion2 to lllurre.y w,u:,3 to I.\VOid blood$hed fJB mob 
1111 pot>dllle, but 11r111er no oi.roumotan.oem to ;)eo_i;,11riliolll 
the livet! of the pol1oa �1-ty. 

Ill l!e would em1a1svou.i: to obtain liltatem-:rnte from 0110h o:t tho• inonih@l'll of' tho m,xty 11.ooommuiyi1ig l,lurre,v, out it • ll 
lie !lOme w,Htl:a halr,re he oan :l.ntcu:view them, 

(ml H0 lul.l! o•rnry rl!luaon 1;1; h elleve t,liat 1c;u i•ra,ir' !l re,.•n1Hi t,,n 
tr1,.th:f1ll in i.let&;il. 



Oollll1111tnt o r1(1ei veil tq liat e !,:om the Qcivornme1lt Reo �dent. 

In .rs,pl;y t,o this Ilol;llli'tn1<\!lit • Iii ,11e1oor itllthtm of the 
i.8th :Jmp!1,a;;ibt1r, the (fove:tnmont Resid,mt rel)ortoil. 1,.0 !ollOmH� 

( 9.J i:linoe tnldng up dt1ty in !/KU'oh 192'1, t,h<lll'e hav() 
h,Hlll CO!lt:\.nUOUI'! comnlctintu from White i31i!ttl<'Jl'B 
e.e 110 tho do_p:t'edutione of the bl;M:Jk1h 7lho pol1oe
llt,v1i hoim uo1wtantl7 invoilti,;ating those crnmplaintil 1 llu.t owing to the im.,doquate J;!Olioo .ro:toe &Hi tho 
01ttont of countll'y to bo .!ll-trollo<l, 01;mpl!l!.:il'lta tint 
1i.h,:n1ld havo be!ll1 :tnV01lti11:nted promptl;; ll!'IV<J had 
tjo stand oVe:l', 

(b) The .IMtflllt OJ! th!l d!!"l,ay has lH!Oll Q0(1i1($ed \11 thill
alJ().l.'idnl'.ll!I f.Mi! >II lllign of WOI.\Kll<:100 on tl.rn jJlil..t't of 
the a.�nietra.tion of J.nw and ol'lle.r, nod cr;,m1 eqtumt
l;i the i1boritinala ha;ro adoptiid i,i oheelcy- atti tucl.e 
tow1arila tl!o whitel.l a.nil lmvo openly boaeted o:t their 
tl'-111ce·l1tti one, 1111/1 have mr,d<t throat!! to w:tp,1 o 11t 
thi\l whi ta me1,tl.! l.'li! ill illola.ted i,ior•llions of the 
'l:Gl'l'Ho;ry, 

(o) I:n or.d;t11a.l.'y CJaSell of oatt.l,1 killing b9' wln,r. fll!,y ha
tcirrnod "o1vi1hed nnti ,ea'' &l'1'1.wt,� h,s;VI\I brrnr1 rdfooted 
wJ.1;hont loas of Ute, b_eaause tho oivilised m,.t1ve 
:llltbrdtli! to Cl!ll)ture Md. l'lllOOgUi.lll'!lf.l the f.Utl!ority of 
·th0 ,\dmird.1rtrati ,m. 

f d) The ''Myall n or uno:t vlli11ed @lloriginal, however, X'f.l!ll!mts 
tha intrueioll of tlH! white, whgt;her ha bo _ill\llice&tan 
or settler te!!imto any atterapt m,t capture, and 
h.1u1 very 11ttle idea o.i: the <l.oail.ly effeot 01' J:ire&rm11. 
llilil attitude, when eel lad up,m to 1:mr.c,m,\'Jr, 111 one 
of i1111ae(U.ate 110ot!lity, nnd. th& poli1H l:l,we, therefore,. 
to rmf,igua:1.'11 thoir own liv e!!I ar,1 well wa t Mae of th& 
other m!llllber!\ o t ·tbf.) par.tr. 

( ,:i) th-a u.no1vi11l'liild abo.rig1.1lJIJ.l hhS no roopect for hnman 
l:i.:t'lh 

(fl 

!gl

(hl 

{1) 

(�) 

Thi.I reoont hopp,mii11,ei 1.u·e only a r0petition o:f: history 
1u1 ror,:aro.a thi! oolol:111111.tion rmd ,levelopment of 111..wl.s 
formerly hold by oolor.od races� 

�he J;<)lioe in th1;1 Territo.J;V, a.a 110J.l frlil tho white 
u1ottl1urn, are 11\J.utiomi to avoid blo1>d11hell., oo :r,:.r aa 
tho native ia oorworned, In every in0t1:.1100 thi.t hn,s 
oome u11del' tha ,1oV'l!!l'lllllont ,,ooilient 1 111 nc.t :l.ae, the 
e.t1:1,!,0kt by tho blaolrn have hoon 1Ul.J1x·ovokeil,· .. tli.l!li:r one 
11bJeot being to kill l!'..t,I!. loot. 

If th,;, Govornma.nt throws open <H)1tntry in tl10 illolatod 
intor.!.ol't 1t ie inoirn11l<;mt upon tile looal au the.a' 1tfol\l 
to aff.orn the neoosslll'y ptoteotion agl!llnst mioh 
UJ:Jprovoked. e.tto.oko na the ,mite aettlol'm in Uentl.'ml 
Aur.1tJ1alia he.Y0 boen eu1,Jooted to. 

I h 
Dcialan _ , . 

l � n t o jj111fe of ol,i.. ro11 .. dent0 1 "ronn r;, h,13 lH1on ,,.l.',n,,.ne; 
for f;l<Jlill:I tiine, and the eafot:, of the wld.te man 00111d 
only lH1 O.lil�u1•e/J. h:; 1lra1'J"�:l.o notion on tho po.rt of the 
s.utJwritietih

Tho ,r,s}JUl t of the l'ooent notion by the police wil:l lla.ve 
tlrn l.'ilJ'ht ei'.t'eot upon tho ;tbor:l.ginale. 1 1,uld wlU.t:1 
rer,::i:i;tt:1.ng tl:111 :i:ii.iolila!:1:1:l./f tor extJ?eme ,nea&lu·elil, ·u111 
:f'1.11et retndXl!:I tllat tho aboriglm:ili:, bron,=ht th$ tro11bla 
Oll tbemilliil VOii♦ 

/0:) 



The Qi:wermnent Resident llorl1a<l. io this 
r@qllelilt for b1:fo rma ti ,.m on tho llllth ootllb l!r ( see lower l, 

On the l:lnii Hov&ml>er, l!iflO, tll!l GOVlll'l::.mont 
He!i!iiltm'; vw.u 11.111!:ed, bf teler,r<llm, to forwe,r.,t tlie Ooron11r•s 
oo ,•t.tfioo,te :!:l.1I)!Gll!ling vrJ, th en :l.m1w,st 011 t), e nmrlle:r of 
llrookea m1c;·to atlvi:,e wh,)th,u' tiie iia1Ibhs oi: \,he 1,1bori11lnala 
hall beel! reported t;q the coroner l)X1d, if so, w,it�t �otlon 
wan taken by t,he coroner, 

On tho 5tt1 llOVliltflblll' ti ft\!l100l'lU:ld.Ulll 1t!llil sent to 
the Go vernmont ,trHtident MikinB h:l.m to 0',qn a.He tho mumily 
of 1n·:01-·niri,tfon 111,rriad.:ir .t'l101111ot;,lt. !t<a wrni inS:•H·uoll that 
informa.tiou W$.13 J;O.l''�i<iu.la.rly d,rial, l'lJ/l ao to ,vh>llth,;,r ·the 
killiu1, or tho 17 abodgi11ale by Mtu•ray'a p:,.rt;r hll.d boen 
reportij,l to the Oo.ronor tmd, H' 11,0, Wlllit aotion the ooronor 
tool, in 1·eg1;1L'd thtlrato. 

on the 9th I!ovainber 11128,. the oov11r:nment 
lli!!&illent 'ri attenU,ou wa111 lnvi tell. to tho 1nllef$.n1 te et1,1.t11raent1, 
oontoJ,ned in Cou11talllli! lihtrr� 1 1!! report ro�l'•rd1n!!( th!! aotton 
taken by hbi ·!;o ,;irrtot thli! 1ab11ri�innle implicated 1tt thll! 
attaok on llorlx> n. · fl'JL.n�or o:f· l'll.ft:l,!f n,1t�!J!B.Jlil;p�ghq,t", "a nttmber of .11ativea Wial'\il ,:IIIei!" I. 7lo waa liB:oi'm ox tho
110.riou;; all_!)l'JOt of tht li:illin$ t1i' abortginale bf Government 
po.rties and of the responsib:lli'bies o:!t th(l 14:ln.ister and 
of tld.!l .Oo;;,a.rt!llent in regi.l'.'d to �;l')g J!l'otsotio:n all.ti gt1.i:c
dtant1M.p of native mee11 iri all '.l11u•111tor1etai. 

He w,u, again ao�:od to f1unish :ltull l)?l.:Cticu
l,1r11 !1.8 to the llllftllHll' or !>bOt'i�1nals kill,:; d the Oi:t'Otllll-
11tenoes in whioh th0"; w,re k:l.lle.d, whothor ihe killing wae 
1·eporltd to tlrn Ooronor, and, 1t 110, what a.otirm w,,,e taken 
by 1ih1.1 Coroner in rasar11 th11rt11H1• !Ie w�s tur th<11r requeated 
to O\J't1!.il,n, wber11vu• poosible, ooxrf1rmat:ton of the 1/ltntementa 
mad111 by otfloe:r!) and .1:eroonfil OQtm.eote(l. w1 th the rn rtias 
reat1011silJle tor tho it.1.1lir1g of abol'ijl1tml s. 

' 

:l:'t w1u1 point;ed 011t tiuit this information vms 
neoeissar;v to en!lll18 the MinSrii tor to deoide whether tha 
ldlling w�ii jttt1tli'lod.; nn,1 r,ueo to taplf to 1nr;uirie!! and 
reprcrJi:in&�.tH>:ne �li;do i;o tlH'! Depi, rtment. 

Tho Gov!lrnm,mt Residi.int wa.ll! in:[13 rn1tstl 1;111 t the 
llinie,tor louklll to him, 1u1 his t.<11x,res,rnt,ativ11 in Central 
A1111trulim, tor aav101,1 aud authautio in:!'oz-1w1tion rogari.ling 
all i!U))Ol'Viill'lt h<.tJ,Pellilll!'il• 

In:i:'ormatil.on was r1H111.oated. a0 to tho roiu1one 
:r.01• the Ql,lpeJ;ent suildt1n r:>td;'bri.mk of h� t ili ty on the p,1 rt 
of tho a!JoriliJillsle, who hail boon peaceful for tso 'l!Cllll/' yoarrl. 

The J?® s1bilit,y of an inveat3.g�,tion by a 
lilJ\lOOially nppointed J,>!IU'ty wa1, 1,oint ed. out to tho Government 
Hesident, and he Wt!.'11' aektll. to advise wh1.<t would be involved 
in tho llll,tMra o:f trav,;lllng, o tit:f'i t eto • , to ommre thi.t 
1>ll <1Vi<le1?.oa, -ah:l.oh J.t if! 1-r aotiut,llle to obtv.in, woul<1 r,e 
l'IOOtued. 

Ott tllo 17th llovember, 1928, the GO'{ 'l>X'lllllllllt 
Rirn.titorrt wMJ l'u!lked to ol>tain t,ntl furniri!, ti reooi·t on t,:00 
1.m,l,l11i1ts from the Ghief Eroteotor of Abor:tgii:ml,i of the 
Terr:1.tory. 

Oox,£11leiltiel. :tnq111r1os ha,ve cllso ll0!l'ln1ade ae
to wa,ith,u•, ln th<!! e-<ront of 1tn inquil'll boin1s ileotdeil. t1pon,
ll !i!lll:tal1lo p0r11rm (lt'Ul6, be !MirOUr.&Q. fro1a GOU.th /,\l!/Jtitulia, 
The name o.r an officer of the 8011th :,ustral.ian aerv1oe 
Who a,p:,Y;,iUX'lil to 1ie l!!Uit rblo hall been Obtainei.i.. 
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1n 'tl»� r(�port on ·�l!J.!) matt,;,r M11rmy common.tad m 
tho cita�ainen1,,i ft'fj(lll'i!lltly mt�llO t;imt tho ubor:l('lilll.llll 
hr:,,d llo"1n :ru:i:oad. to nttnok whl·to ,nlll:t, a.n,l tlwt thay lmd 
l.>�on driven :1.11 owin,:r to tho dr<Jill/,; up of wntG1'ri emu the 
soiu:oi ty oJ: rood, He st,a1Hia tllnt thi,m ia not cor reot aa 
he h•i.d t,rr;vollad thOttN,11<J.s of rntliMl duJ;<iug t;he p;1st !ew 
ll!Q<1ths throu,o;h the back aml a1u1oa\; 1u1lc11.own country tltllOn,;at 
t,io 11,H,tilo lilf,oka, an� tltrol!ghout tlio wJ10lo or the 
001mt;r:y t;rava.ra<;d had found 1w.tiva tooa to exist in pro
:ruo:ton o.:nd ample wa1HH', Ji'or ton ,111ym ho and hi!! part;v 
OKilcted otiJ.aly on native :food. 

TiJ,fllOll.th 1@1 Q!l.06, 

All 1n1.1nt:l.oned oa..di,1r :l.n tllilJ 11·tatoillOllt, Tilmottth 
t1lH.rt aml killed en aboriginal who attomr.•ted to attaoit him. 

Ilumb1u· .Q.f i1,�o.�iglno,lr3 §hot i.md killed. 

'.l!.ho numbc;r ot noorl.ginale k.illed (ll' c¾Hlt by the 
.Police om1 otl1era in oontral An13t:calia in oonrieetion with 
the fo:reto:1.nt e,u101.1 were:-

Kill0d. 
--

17 ( inolu.<lini:: 
rt lub rne l. .. 

2 aml a :at1mb 0r 
o:f otherll, 

1 ,uid a nu.mbor of 
othorii. 

----------·--------

!IO (l!;l.il a !lUOl.H)l' 
of others, 

1 mwl tt nu.mh er of 
ot,hors •• 

---------·------

llobl,_,W. tnk!'\ILl!J:..Ji.hiLJ.!!lll'-EJllent_,j)y_ d;;;to ( 'J.9/11/2131, 

J..e 110 obsm:vations or oommaritHil wer,, me.de by tha 
Goverxu'llent ,'.foeident of Gontri;.l i,ttet rali,� rih ,;m :for wi,,rdin{! 
Coni;itB,1ile !11trri1,v' a .reI:iort l'<'l{l!l;t>d1111J the ai.oottng of abor� • 
int.US in /,Hnlil:l ot1 OU Wi iih the On!.HI of ·the /!ltlT.,ler ot lJ;•oOkGl!I, 
ho wu,e i,,skGd, on the !!.8th r.e'11tember, to a1.lbmit & re�lfft' 
oontiiinill/1: hi o pllll'f!'.l nal ob1,orv�tion1;1 tlU the riitol\mstenoe11 
comiootod wit;h ths inv!!l1,1t1,,ation!l> o:P thtJ murd.0.r, 1,111'.l. :tn 
,,articular Idr,, own vhwa on t110 1ilot1on11 of the polica ,�rt;v 
awl tho l'<!l!l!Ul·t,1 of av.oh Mtiomi. He wae also iJllke,l, ,at tho 
11an10 •time, to r,iwtoavou.r to obtain 111to.tom�nta ftora at f!l'.tllJ' 
o.f thl'I Whi ta Hll';!::10iill'J:; 0 i' ·th<!! pali1:1m )l,irt;r 1).$ ))CS s:tble 
l'C!\'(E\l.'ding tho <ll'JCQl.tnter; �Jith the 6,bo.rigiim,ln !Ulll to i'Ol'W&J:'d 
them for thi! Hiniet;&r' m info1·mation. 
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h:oallil.U.ti!lllf i!y th:roWil'l{, b,;iom0i:'anr;u im,l l'lpecn:>.11, a11d ,r,.1:1 drn.rll:n11a1,1 was 
11i,r1:Qlil!lhing and the ,1,o!il:l.t i•m <1L_pp,;1;.ret to \Je r,i,1dt>u1.1, Murray t>rd.ered 
1llltl I.Jl'.f hi" ,,atty to f:Ll7<ll •J.t 1:.h11 11hiill'.Lil Of oo ahorif.!inal. The aiitil.'1# 
!J$.Y.lllilll \;'h;;,n 0,ttnokod in oarnar¼'ll ,1J1,l three o Z th.em were killed. ru1d 

. . 1hrea wounded. 'fh,i 1101m,1<:1d. ot1.m!-ttail he.vine 0Ji!Bi-a1t,,;il. in the murcliu 
G,.ftl(;rii;;i5;e !ll"OQ!tllllJ !Hid '1\t!l.V•�tl that tho t,hre,:i who were k:lU.oil. hll.<l al,io 
�ilf

ill
d• 111.l!!!'l'l.atllld, The, thl'Hl wotidl.ed !!iail. the followi11g day. 

A11011rta.:l.rii11g tlmt 01,n,u· 1mu-dorerm h!Ml ,,rooeeded to Ooolc.'l.too 
1;p,11ncc'., thl! party i,roo!i!edi;/l to thll:ll pltuie and looc,ted four na.tl.ves, 

111,Jre fll,i;t tlia1:1ppear;tn1? ovor 1,h!I el:t.fl'o.. '.1111e i:iu•ty m,o ,1:tvhl0€l. 
uJ,i. 110 ,,0 to 01.1·t off 1Hie emot1po of the abor:J.g:m.;ls. Mtu•rny 1».1d one
'eri,,okl!l.11 got witlii.n !)l.oso qtll.1l'·t;,1rfl of ·tho nat1V<tl'J (two mg,101, ant! two
J:em!'!liia} � 'l!h!JY r.oinmoil. to be onpt1,:re,1 n.nil nv.,t1e off ov,u· the rook1J. 
,1 ft,,,,:• rei:H;i&.,,edly esl.11ng upon 1;ll.om to lilt op I:uaay 1tn1.i the 1,re.cker 

Iii $lloriig�fil.'t1tt. !i>ni.l both iialea w,u·e kill11d. '.!'ho htbraa atat!ld tlmt l>oth 
:l.n11lli1 G,!!lleill had <tll!!i!:i�od to kill lb'OOk<ls l'lwloo;i1e ol the L,tter'e prop;irty 
kil.lei.l.. W,J,IJ found i.n t l111ir po 1'8e!lsion. 

It V/8'0 oaot1rto.:lnod Chat e. party o;f tlio tll\l!.' rlorc;ra hall. mrs\lO 
f:or tht ,fosto:m t,uatro.lin 1J01•der. ltollowing the tl'Mklll £or t!ev-eral
dli!/i!! t tho party llll.tlll'.l 11,P W!l;h four miil<ile ttml a WJ.m1H!l' of lu.hl'!!i!'I fl,J'.lfl 
ohilO.l'!'!n, Tho aho1•igi11il,l11 fl.ad to tho rooks 11nil oaYo!il and two 
hours war,, apont in onloavotu·:lng to J;<ol'Huade thllll 1;o oome out, !:mt
r.itho u.t mtooans. Al! th<!! 11npply of wi:ttal' waa im,a1;1<m1J.te for ,u:1y 
munller of hor1rnl!, the pi;rty W(!.il r.,,ood ;11th tlle 111 term;ti:Hf.l a r -

(1) 1·em11.ining 1ind 1:;e.dshing tho 11,a•aee,

Uil daJa. rtill;?. ttflil. laav,.ni, the 1'tlJor.l.r,.l.mJ.lri,

(:;,) m,.11ting 11. fimil of:!'or."t_to ca_pt«ra tllor�.

A final eJ.'ft'f!! t w1&s made to oapturo the alioril.llnaJ.e. As a
.r@mulil thre!l 1!le1lec1 w�l'>!I ttilla!l fJ.!1,l one to.lrnn ,;rletwer, 

:�:;�"�!4.:l��d;. 
J;;!_YJatn�-ina; 
s,m:i_ :i,1;y�r1u,i. ,.,,.,, 

'""11,; £rfil1 I !I Ofll'H!♦ 

!iom,t,ed. l1orrntobJ.o Unr.n.,y Hl!JO :l.l'H,tlJ.i red into the a:ttaok IJy ollor�
1111:illi! (!l'l w. Morton, 

MJcoril:lng to liill ovm. ·ref,ort, the' fe.ota al''il as :l.'ollow :� 

li'i:om tlle iw:iu:t ri aa w�ilh ha m-:aiie, 11<1 &\aoi,/1:ta.ined that 
abo u.t 1•1 ulH1rigi111Jl.1! war,i 1r�plic'11teil in tlla at,'sa.oli: 111nd one had been
shot by Uort,l}J'.l, It i<'- 11ot ,r�e.tc,,l wh11th�r, tll11 aborigine.1 •" was 
shot waa killsrl. 

iliorton aooompa.n:t-.,d Murra;; on th:11!! asps di tii>n, !mt
othecw1.ao th<ll oompot1it:l.on of. tho pitrty ill not !!tated.. 

The ttil.lH:$ rif the abarigi1ml1:1 wart J:ol�.owl,ld for sav1u•u.1
Jm111l.:r.�d milr➔l!l exMl 111-;vornl J19rt1,1a of alrndgl.ne.la w,:u!a eiw,nmter,ill. • 
.1\c uu.llliu;1i: of n.borigi11lli1s w11re reoo€11_J.1011d 1Jy Morton !I.El his 0.11Hi!ailant1.1.
In a.lmoi;t l'IVtr;r :tnat,uioo ·the abor:i.13inn.l1:1 assembled on !,lurt!l,V I a 
@,J>,1l:'o!J.oh ,,nd a_dopted ,i limit 1J.e a,tti tud<1. 'J.'he;y retuaea._ to ir,; rt 
wi.th ·tho.1.r ,t<11!).pon11 faJ.tllough oautionoo tllil to the mHsoquonoee. 
J)ra.stio 11.otion lu:ul t◊ be ti.kon and a numb,3r of nmle ruttS:v es were
shot. 

On t,o ooo;;,llliorui a,iw,ll pi:wtiflll oJ' aborir,:l.rm.1.a wort ;ouwh,il up Md li!0.1/ton pointed ont soma i:mlpr.i•tn. lltU'ray inl!trm,ted nis paxty to 11i,f!l.lld by thaill l'ifio111o l!e diauounted with �, viei; tr; d:l.ll!l:lrtaing 11.nil. all.'L�llting the oulpl'ita. Tha allorigitial!il re1iiotell. � violently and Mttl':tl:l,iy' !d.110\l two with ·their qw-a w1;1ll.pim11.1. As ·the 
QO�itiai1 api;,aaHil too oerious, &turr,111 o!l.llet Uf1on hill asaiat.ontis 
·ti) f.tro. A '.!l!l!ai:lf!ll' ,,.e l!lb�:i'.lgil'kllfl f/f/ll!'i{l kilUd. 



u. 1.l'ilmottth, of Nm.pporby Sto,tiou, .tcporte .l tt-':L'IJ o:u t:ho
night of tll,i l!;tll Ber,temher, J.920, he 01Ji,e1·ved t,wo o.liorigirmle 
e1.!'f.40ti nlth bOOftH.i1.'!HJl!,k3 oreepiur towG.l'\lS ll:i.a OtMlP� £ho:{ wer�: 
B.tte1cked. by his ddf::• He eeized 1;1n rii'lo anJ. fi1:(1:1 t,v:o nhota f,}V'Or
their hucvis ru21 l.ht�;l wore .rnnfil.nF ttway. 

The Col101rinr m<Hd,.ig he olH:Jex·vod tracks wldoh imlice.ted 
tint a ,motrrnr of abori12:lnale l�,d been wa:!,thw rea1ly to e.tto.ok him.

Un ·:;Ile lM,h flepte•nhor, 1920, T:lJ.mtJnth arni hill n'.';!;1110 boy
we.ro o'Jtaininrt wet<11� f.1•om t3e rn�11. The hoy oe.1lo<1 cm,t 1A. black
J?"ellow tn1ea}r npr'. 

i'iltlOU1ih r,:;t bhed hia r.i C'l0 FJ..n-'1 th(' n.borfgjJl'.2,1 X'll.Ghed at
him ft'Cllll th11 aor•Jh� iHien wi tlli11 !l :l'ov: yo.rda r1·om Tilmouth the 
allori,riiwl ntt()tnptad to 1;hrow a lloomo.rii,ng. 1'1.lmo,1t,ll .r:tretl anil iihot 
tho e."ori,;irml, k:U.ling �� . , _.., 
il.roo!ies' o.r.,oo ·.

1f�,.:..,.L, &7 � ,,_,,,__ · ·• fuotm�eJ. Ooristahlo ;,:ux-rr..,y was deapatch0d. ti.') a.treat tho 
r,,Hll'i;;.i.nalm im11l1eai;e/l irJ tho 1m1rt11r of Brookes. Tho follo·riine
in.forct'l.tion ie ·uti,i,on fl'om ,i:ur1't1Y 's ovm. ror,ort1-

Murray proo@eil.e:1 t•J Coniston i3tatlon umi oacartn.inod 
the WlH:\OB of 20 atl.1t1t m8.lo abor:teinnln who, it wv.s allflgod, 
woro implioatod. tn t;he mu:rder. l.t w11s stntml th.ut ·�he aborig
in•'lle w,u·e otill 1;amp0d nnw the soont of tho murdor ant1 lln.11 
i)Of1a'tod th!\t tlley would kill (J.ll,'j l)tlt'BOll who ()(lllJ'i! j;,, their 
irn.mp t1.r1tl t,!ia1; they w01'e not afraid o :r t;l\e p,,1100. 

1-Iu:crn«' orgran.t11eit a xwirty ooiwiotinr,: of 011,lrt 
V'ihi to iaen, d .• Uta1:'ford, J. Saxby, tf. Briacoe an\1, A.
a11d t.hr0�1 (tboti0lna.ln. 

� four 
:a1son,

Dn J.5/0/1/.tJ l1ur.rn,y hear,l oxoitoii VOitlOO in lda Ol:Wlp ,1n,1 
i'ound. hits truok�rs en.1et1vou.t1ng to ar·rvst trro pO\';er:Lul n.1Joi.�i17:i
nv.la who lnd ,mtar,.,1 ·tho oarup a11.sl wors woll 11rmed w:l.'th weapons, 
"' JHi a;ipronohe11, one o:t thi'I abod c;lns,le ,;i31:t..doatod. himaelf 
fJ:om the tr.sekcn:r:1• JwlU. a�,-1 att,o,clt�tl hirr1

t 
th,u aocontl one then 

rmt froo arn.l cW:!'3 to tha first ono •�i r.tsairJttHlCfl. Ae the 

1. al.10.rlr:
l.�al :.�i:tl-
e..J: • 

i>ooitlon a .•110arGd t(l be dsw::;oroue :,:mn,rciy fi.reil. on one 11ho.ri1;.i.nal,
tho lrnllot f'r•seturing hla slrn.11. Thia nbor1r,1m:,1 J;ioti H d.�ys 
later, 'i:110 ot,hor abo1'1g:l.r1al wns soc,a·ed .tn olmina. 

(Notq:- I·� ill t1l31lllmed \;h,it thie i.nc:t,lEm\; ha;,e,enetl in 
�l;;.r,:,a:7 1 s .,v.,in oem;, bofoi"a he dow.rttvl to o.rroi.t tho

r;u,u:dr.u:·ara. �n.01·-;y - whitt wore tho fnur 11,' (d t,e men 
rli) inff,( ) 

c,n th(, lG /o/J.1Hl8, '.he par�y vrooeoiled to tho loc, al:l.ty
where, tho mu.rrlersx·a wer" suppoaoii to he, On ne·:iring the OB,1up 
a ,:m"rd wa.i pJ.nrJ0d on ·tho u'lt,ik:1.rto to prevent SJ,y allorj.ginal!l
£ J:or:1 asc!;.p:Lng. Mur.r.ny, with one -t:rao1::. ,;1r • en tG.1•or.l the (HlntP• 
:rho ahorip;J.nal.r, illllil<ildia tiily aeaoml!lod. j,n ro mo low etn'Ub. Murra.If
<:U ,1mo1.tnted to ,tt Bttrm an ubo rir;1n£tl who ITT,JlilG!l,red to be the only 
oiia arrnou. <11th a boomerang, '.l'ho oi1h1:1r 11bod;,:ini110 inmoiia.tely 
attmiketl him, oml he fired at ·t;hem, 011 hGe,r1nR tho eiioto tllo 
ot ller mc,mbo:rr1 of tho pa.rt:, wero q,ttiolrl.y 011 t,he ~ soouo. �':I. ve (Li)
aborle:innlo w,J.t'O idJ.led, inclt,d1ut; !1!.9..l

:-
1!:l,iral!• A quouti ty o:F. 

.Pro w0rtj� lJ elonging t,o .Brookoltl WM ruurJvtu""<!tl t.rom thin camp. 

l'..iJot:t.rt;aini.ng t1H1.t, aoruo o :t: the 1mlrt1.orora were cange(l 
abou.t 45 rnilaa lior th W@r.>t. t,ha f$r"ty f.olJ.owed. 1:beir tr1;1,11. On 
n,11,i;,i·oaHhi.1:�:r tho co.mp six ma.lo f.thorl.glrt:,,ls, well arn1od. c0.mQ out,,
1m,1 onlored thia 1nu·ty to lo ,vo, Th1c1J refused to om' r.onder. 
ll'o:t· 11 time Ilu.i-:r.u.y oantionod them o:i? tho ooneoqua.ncaa thr:-J,i; \VOul,} 
:follow ,il!onl. l tile;; at't;ompt t,1 eacnpo. The ,;,.bod,glnoJ.n 001:t,1e,,ooii

/110 stilit 1 es. 



MJMO ai\liDtllf : • 

)iJ3J 
,_ 

fl l Att101>t l!:V: ,abolf1m:WW! o.q w!)it t MA• o,mtr&l, AU!llt;'al1-!.!. 
(21 19,lling of 1bor;t1f),l,!alo .bl l'oli,09 lffil 9tn,era1 oentrfl 

.111.,t l'�il!l.. 

Atvagkl! l)y jlbOl'1il!in�lAl oµ wllit2 !lllll'.9• 

on tlH'ell oooa111ona reoenill;v aboriginal& ha-vii atta.ok:ed 
white men in O•ntra.l A.1.1.atrnU.e.

1 
vla • .Brookes, Morilon and Ti'.!Jnouth.

ll r99 k9«h 
On or $.b.011.t '1th A.�1.t!!t, 1928 l!'r•dorloli: l'Jrookes, an

elderly i;,ro1111eotor • wsa murlltr111d by ellorlglnals near Oonillton 
Sta.t!on, about lllO mllos fl'Qlll AliCII Sptinga. 

It is reported 1-llat a lubi'a. -ua sent into Brookes•
O!llll.P to aek: tor food. Ai'l1J-iting a :f'e.v1u1able op,portunity lllhe 
�rappled with Brooll:e111 aria oailed to t� aborigimle. 'J!:fie latt,u•
I'll.mhe4 upon l3:l!'Ookoe l!lnd ffllU'li1rti him with boomerenJe, nnll!!. 
nullu and other wea.pone. lt 18 eta.tell that the nwm,er ot 
aborig:I.U!ll8 ill the .Ptl.rllj 'Ifill 50. 

!he a.boriginal.B buried llroo ltos t body 1n a. rabbit

lt ill u.Uoged that tho abol'ittittalli ca.me f'i'Olil the 
feet with the 1nt�mtton of 111,tt11Gld.ng and robbing 11. settler nain114
Stafi'Otd. 'ilhen oo!U'i»g �tS::ford'll station, the:;r killed one of 
his llullooll:11 and weto enn <11J.trying the 111ee:t away by Brookes, 
It ie thought that Bi»ok-1!1!1 wa111 Mitd1red to _prcrvent bi1n fi'Om 
giving mu:ning to Stafford Mli reportin, to him the killing of
the bullock. 

ln the A./1.elaiiie. Reg1JJter of the 14th A�11t1 lt28,
Dr, BIM1$dOW il!l l'eponed to ba.'9'$ 11111.Ul that the abol'igiiltu.u re11-
r10mi1bl.tl tor the ldlling o11lrooktos wer11 111tran,er1 to the ilia•
tr:Lot. :!!hey wol'e known 1.1,111 the 11'1:m@t. l'iteha and tho Pit tUl.ila 

· t1'1bos and 011111111 :rroin 0011u1whote noor the ll'<i!iatet.n Australia 
llo.rdt11.r. !liho;y had • bti.4 repu11at1on ma. htld It"eviousl:,, on two
oooe.eMna_1 �tt1Mllted whi. te Mn, Ir. :mrne11t Giles and Mr. :r.n. 
Ge0:rge. '.l:lut '.II\. ttor was atte:o!l:118. in 1il06• 

8$� .. 'If+ Morton, a 111ettler in O.$ntral Auel!ra.u.a, statod 
that on the, 2'1th August, lUJI!, ho lef'll hie lll!i:l.n o amp '\lo go 1io a
waterhole ll:'1 mil.ell awrq, whete ho hlitd Mille eattle rnnninir, On
Ul':I.V-al a\. th• nfiel'hole ho found a large nUilllHU:' of a.boril!:inalll 
l'llilllpod there. lh1big 1m,;pioloua ot t.bo 'iOtionlll of thee• abori11:i•
nals, he waterei tho horl!lea and prooeede4. to & l!!POt about a. mlle
aw� to oe.lllp. ln the morning thl'-lle abol'igh'iala oame to llf.s Ol'llllJl
and aakad for tobueo $tid 111ern.t. AB he WEIB banding oome Iii.tat to 
them, one elipl)l!d btl1itt&. him Eln<l pinnlll'l hill arms and '1\11' other 
two 11.ttaclted 111111. Othn• abotieiinale wer11 notio\'14. rushing ot.t \'If
the tii;-;h•ee to a•a1et in the 111.t1u1,e111:. lia ibUSht them o:f:f\ aft.e:t 
reoeivill!l' 111avere wound.a ru1t11 he reaoh&d ht.ii l!IW&g in lb uh he 
kept hill re_volv111.r. J1 tbJ:11 t1ue he. wa11 111urtoundeli. bJ' a.bori3inals
!11.tld we.a 111·tru.clt #everal heilvJ7 blows. Re eeou.t"ed hie revolve:t .and 
:f1:rod several rihote. !rhe AlH>r:l.$1:nals then m,;i.d,a off. In it. dili)ie/l 
oondlfiien llO re�htil. his llMUn CalJIP :f� 1!1 Which ho wall unable 110 
lilOvo tor & week, llt evontual17 roaohed Ti.tree Well l'iher� h$ 
reoti 1'$11 medio8l s:llten1!:ton :froin tllo Inland lilism on. 
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.(kl His instructions. to Murray were to a.void bloodshed as llllloh 
as possible, but under no oirou:aiatances to jeopardise 
the lives o:f the police party, 

(l) He would endeavour to obtain statements :from ea.ah of the
mer11bers o:f the party accompanying Murre;r, but it· v&.11 
be some weelts before he can int1;1rview them. 

(ml He has every reason to believe that Murray's reports are 
truth:f11l i u detail. 
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Comments received to date from the Government Resident. 

In reply to this De_"[!ll'tment 1 s memorandum of the 
28th September, the Governmont Rasitlent reported ,1a follows:-

( a.) Sinoe taking u_p duty in March 192'7, there havo 
been continuous com_pla.1nts from white settlers 
as to the depredations of the bla.oke. The police 
have been constantly investigating theee complaints, 
but owing to the inadequate police force and the 
extent of country to be :;a trolled, oomplai nta that 
shoula. have been investiga·tE!d promptly have had 
to stand over. 

fb) The reeult of the delay has been aoce1:ro ed by the', 
aboriginals as a sign of weakness on the part ,of 
the tt.d!jlinistration of law and order, and oor.e eqttent
ly the aboriginals have adopted ,i. cheeky attitude 
tow11,rds the whites a.nd have openly boasted of their 
de_p!;'erJa.tiona, ana. have made threats to wipe out 
the white settle rs in isolated portions of the 
Territory, 

(o) In ordinary oases of cattle killing by w!w.-t may be
termed "civilized natives" arrests have been effected 
without loss of life, because the civilized native 
submits to capture and recognises the authority of 
the Administration. 

(d) The "Myall" or unoivilized aboriginal, however, resents
the intrusion of the white, whether he be _policeman 
or settler, resists nny attempt at capture, and 
hall very little idea of the deadly effeot of firearms. 
!Us atti tuda, when called upon to st1 rrender, ia one
of immediate hostility, and ·the police have, therefore,.
to safeguard their own lives a.a well .as those of the
other members of the party.

(el The uncivilised aboriginal h'J.s no respect for human 
life, 

(f) 

(g) 

(hl 

( s. ) 

( J l 

The recent happenings tu'e only a repetition of history 
a.a r13garde the colonization and d<:rvelopment of lands
formerly held by colored races.

The police in the Territo�, as well as the white 
aettlera, ai·e an:doua to avoid bloodshed, so far as 
the ne.ti ve is concerned. In every inatanoo that has 
come u.nder the Government Resident's ntt ice, the 
attacks by the blaclrn have been unprovoked,, their one 
objeot being to kill and loot. 

If the Government throws open country in the isolated 
interior, it is incumbent upon the looal authOI' itiea 
to afford the neoessary protection against ottoh 
unprovoked attacks as the vihite settlers in Central 
Australia have been eubjeoted to, 

opinion In the ease of old residents, tro11ble has been brewing 
for some time, and the safety of the white man could 
only be assured by drastic action on the part of the 
authorities. 

The result of the recent action by the polioe will have 
the right effect upon the aboriginals, and Willa 
regretting the necessity for extreme measures, the 
fa.ct remains that the aboriginals brought the trouble 
on themsel vee. 

/(kl 



. The Government Reeiilent replied to this 
request f9r infol'!llation on the 25th October (see lower),

On the 2nd November, 1928, the Government 
Resident wa.s asked, by telegram, to forward the Coron.or's
oertificate d.�111,ieneing with all inqu.est on the muril.e:r of 
1lrooke111 and to advise whether the deaths of tlie aboriginals
had been reported to the Coroner and, if eo, what aotion 
was taken by the Coroner, 

On tlie 5tli November a memorandU!ll was sent to
the Government Resident asking him to ex.[Ddite tlie supply 
of information already requested. H& was info.tm&d that 
information wae µi.rtieularly desi rad as to whether the 
killing of ·the 1'1 aboriginals by Murray's partt had been 
repoi·ted to the Ooroner and, if so, what aetion the Coroner
took in regard thereto. 

On the 9th 1fovember, 1928, the Government 
Resident's attent1on,waa invited to the indefinite statements
contained in Constable Murre,y•e report regarding the aotion 
taken by him to arrest the aboriginals illlplioated in the 
attaok on Alo�n. ( nA numb,f of llltlle nqU.vea bein�eh�t", 
"a numbar of natives were k �!ed11 l. Re was inform o the
serious asl,illot of the killing of aboriginals by Governm<!lllt 
parties and of the rea_poneibilitiee of the Minister and 
of this Department in ragard to the protection and gu.1u.'• 
dianehip of native races in all Territories, 

He was again asked to furnish full particu
lars as to the nwnber of aboriginal& kills d the oirown
stanceB in which they were killed• whether the killing waa 
reporte!l to the Coroner, and, if SO what 11.0tion was taken ·
by the>Ooroner in regard thereto. He Wall futther requested. 
to obtain, wherever l)Clll Bible, confirmation of the statement&
lllade by of:fioere and .P9rson& oonnsoted with the i;a rties 
respo:neible for the killing of aboriginals, 

It was pointed out that this information wae 
neoe1111ary to enable the Mims ter to d•

1
cide wheth11r the' ¥ jkilling 'wail Justified, and also to rap y to inquiriea and ,.representations ma.de to the D&IB rtment. 

The Government Resident wae informed tm t the
Minister looks to him, as hie repreaentative in Central 
Australia, for s.dviee and authentio infol:'lllation regarding 
all important happenings, 

ln:tormation was requested aa to the reaeone 
for the apparent euil.den outbreak of' hcet;llity on th& J;l.trt 
of the aboriginals, who had been peao&ful for so many years, 

The poa sibilit;v o:f an investigation by a - -
speoially appointed party wae pointed out to the Government
Rallident, and he we• aek&d to advi1111 what would be i�volved
in the nature of travelling, oiitfit eto,, to ensure that 
all evidenoe, whioh it is ir acticable to obtain, wo11ld he 
soeured. 

on the 1fth November, 1$28 1 the Goverillllent
Re11ident wae aekeA to obtain and furnidl a report on the 
inoidenta from the Ghie:l! Proteotor of Aboriginals of tl1e 
Territo.zv, 

Confidential inquiries have also bemmade as
to whether, in the avant of an inquiry being decided upon,
a aui table person oould be eeoureil from South auetr11;1ia, 
The name of an of:t'icer of the south Australian Sen·1oe 
who appears to be euitable has been obtained. 

/cowmoots 
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Tot:;if;:'/0 Md 
a� tr of ·
ot er11 ld.lled, 

, One and a 
number of 
others ;hot
i killed ) • 

..,.4 ... 

In the report on this matter A!u.rre.y commented Oil

the statements frequently made that the aboriginals 
had been forced to attack white In�, and that they had 
been driven in owing to the drying up of waters and the 
aoarci ty of food, He states that this is not oar reot as 
he had travelled thousanda of miles du.ring the past few 
mon·ths through the baok and almost unknown country amongst 
the hostile blaoke, and ·throughout the whole of the 
country traversed had found native food to exist in pro-. 
fusion and ample water. Fart en day!il he and his part;y- ---
existed aolel;y- on native food, 

Tilmouth's case, 

As mentioned !l&rlier in this statement, Tilmouth 
shot and killed s.n aboriginal who at·tempted to a·ttaok him. 

Number of aboriginals shot and killed, 

The number of aboriginals killed or shot by the 
police and others in Central Australia in connection with 
the foregoing oases were:-

Killed. Shot not known 
wlietter lcilled, 

Brookes' case 1 
1'7 (including 

2 lubras), 

Morton's oa.ee, 2 and a number l and a number of
of others. others. 

Tilmouth' s case 1 

Total. 20 and a nrunber 1 and a number of 
of others, -others,.

Action taken by this Dewrtment to dat.e (19/11/28), ·

As no observations or comments were made by the 
Government Resident of Central Australia men fOl"wa.rding , 
Constable Murray's report regarding _the mooting of abori�
inals in conni ction with the case of the murder of Broolteill,
he was asked, on the 28th September, to submit a report 
containing his p8rro nal obaervations on the circumstano_ee 
oonneoted with the investigations of the murder, and in 
particular his own views on the actions of the police party 
and the results of such actions, He was also asked, at the 
same time, to endeavour to obtain statement!! from as many-
of the wl!i te members of tha police party as ptl! Bible 
regarding the encounters with tha aboriginals and to forward 
them for the innister's information. 

/The Government 



hosti;tities by th.rowing boomerangs and !!pea.rs, and as a:ark:neee was 
approaching and the position appeared to be eerioua1 .Murray ordered 
one of hie party to fire at the shield of !ll1 ab orig nal •. The abori
ginals then atta.olted iii oarrnrnt and three of them were killed and 

· three woundea.. The wounded adl!l! ttad having asei sted in the murder 
6 rborigi!if Brookes atid stat11d tlm·b the three who were killed had also 
�l!aa.. assisted• The three wounded died the following da, •. 

Ascertaining that other 1!11U'derers had prooeeded to Cooke.too 
Spring, the party prooaedod to that p'.l,aoe and located four natives, 
who were fast disappearing over the cliffs. The i;s.rty was divided . 
up, so as to cut off the escape of the aboriginals, Murray and one. 
tracker got within oloae quarters of ·thli natives (two males e.ntl. two 
females}. They refused to be captured and made off over the rookd,. 
After repeatedly calling upon them to stop Murray a11d the tracker 

2 aborig-fired and both males WQre k;illed •. - The lllllrae etated that both 
inals male!! had assisted to ki_ll Brookes andeome o:f the latter'l'l property 
killed, was found in their posseseio:n,. 

It was asoertaineil. that a pa:!-'ty of the murderers had made 
for the Western Australia bord.er •. Following the traolte for several 
days, the party came up with :foi:l.r males and a :number of lubraa 1uld 
chiltil'en. The aboriginals fled to the r�olte and oavee and two 
hours were spent in en<ieavouring to persualle than to oome out, bttt 
without aucoeee, As the supply of water was inadequate for any 
number of horses, the party was fa.oed with the alternati\!VliB of -

(l l remaining and perishing the horses,

( 2) 

(3) 

de,lll, rting and leaving the aboriginals, 

making a final effort to capture them •. 

A final effOI't was made to capture the aboriginals. 
result three males were kills.d and one ta.ken priao11er,. 

As a 

T.otal. killed,
17 inoluding
two lubrae. 

grtgn'a case,. 

Mounted Constable Murray also inquired into the attack by ttb<ir1/r'./( 
inals on- 1v. Morton •. 

Aooording to his, own:repOl't,. the faots are as follow:-

From the inguiriH \ft.it\l he made,, he aeoer.tained that 
about 14 aboriginals ware :l.mplioated in the attack and OJ:1,a had been 

T on• abor-shot by }.iorto.n •. It is not· stated whether the aborigiriai" _whJl w.all 
1gin8l. shot was killed., 
!tilled. 

Morton accompanied llitti'raJ on this axpe<1.ition, but 
o·therwise the composition of th!i party is not stated, 

The t�il41ta of the abi>r!gi:nals were follow,d for eevorll'l 
hundred milelii and 'several parties of aboriginals were euoountered •. 
A number of aboriginals were reoognised by Morton 11,s his aesailat:1\s,. 
In almost every instance the aboriginii.ls assembled on Jaurray 1 iJ 
approach and adoptied a .hoiltile attitude, They rei"tl.aed to J'.8- rt 

A number ofWith their weapons although cautioned as to the conseguenoes. 
aboriginalsDraetic action hal1 to be taken and a number of male natives WIJrli 
shot. shot. 

2 aborigi
nals 
killed. 

On tvxi oooa.aione small parties of aboriginals were 
round$[ up and Morton point ad out oome oulpri ta. 1furray inet:tu,oted 
hia party to stand by th air rifles. He disrnounted with a vH1w 
to disarming and arresting the oulprits. The aborigitials reeil!te4
violently and Murra, killell two with their own weapons. Ae ihu 
position appeared too serious, Murray calla[ upon his assistants 
·to fire. A number of abOrigiDE.tlB were killed •.
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·,L,.lmouth.

H, Tilmouth, of Napperby Sta.tion, reported tln t on the
night of the 10th September, 1928, he observed two aboriginals 
armed with boomerangs creeping towards his camp, They were 
attacked by hie dog, He seized his rine and fired two shots over
their heads as they were running away. 

The following morning he observed tracks which indicated
that a number of aboriginals had been waiting ready to attack him. 

On the 16th September, 1928, Tilmouth and his native boy
ware obtaining water from a wall, The boy called out "A blaok:
fallow sneak up", 

Tilmouth grabbed hie rifle and the aboriginal rushed at
him from the ecr11b. When within a few yards from Tilmouth the 
aboriginal. attempted to throw a boomerang. '.l!ilmouth fired and shot
the aboriginal, killing)� ,./ � /:; /U;., ,,__,, ,-e;(,.., 
Brookes' case. . r � 

Mounted Constable 1durray was despatohed to arrest the
aboriginals implioated in the murder of Brookes. The following
information is taken from M11rray's own report:-

Murray proceeded to Conieton Station and ascertained 
the names of 20 adult male ·aboriginals who,· it was alleged, 
were implioated in the murder; It was stated that the aborig• 
inaJ.s were still camped near the scene of the murder and had 
boasted that they would kill any person who came to their 
oamp and that they were not afraid of the police. 

Murray organized a party consisting of eight 
white men, R. Stafford, J. Saxby, \T. Briscoe and A, 
and three aboriginals. 

- four
Wilson, 

On 15/8/28 Afurre;v heard e:icited voices in his oamp and 
found his trackers endeavouring to arrest two powerful aborigi
nals who had entered the camp and were well armed with weapons. 
As he a_pproached, one of the aboriginals extricated himself 
from the trackers' hold and attacked him, the second one then 
got free and came to the first one's assistance. As the 
position appeared to be dangerous Murray fired on ona aboriginal, 

i �
0

[rfi the bullet fracturing his skull, This aboriginal died 14 d!WB 
et ' - later. The other aboriginal was secured in chains. 

5 aborig
inals 

killed, 

(Note:- It is aaaumed that this incident happened in 
--,;Jurray 1 i! main camp before he deµi.rted to arrest the 

murderers. Q11ery - what were the four white men 
doing? l 

On the 16/8/1928, the party proceeded to the looality 
where the ll[IU'derera ware e u�posed to be. on nearing the camp . 
a guard was placed on the outskirts to prevent 8J:cy' aboriginals 
from escaping, M11rray, with one traoker, entered the oamp. 
The aboriginals immediately assembled in rome low scrub. Yurt•ay 
dismounted to disarm an aboriginal who appeared to be the only 
one armed with a bo.olnorang. The other ab.originals immediately 
attacked him, and he £ired at them, On hearing the lilota the 
other members of ·the party were quiclcly on the soene. Five (5) 
aboriginals were killed, including two lubras, A quantity of 
property belonging to Broolres was recovered from this camp. 

Asoertaining that some of the murderers were camped 
abo11t 46 miles North West, the party followed their trail, On 
approaching the camp six male aboriginals, well armed, came out, 
and ordered the party to leave. They refused to surrender. 
For a time Murray cautioned them of the oonsequenoea that would 
follow should they attempt to esoape, The aboriginals commenced 

/hostilities. 
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(11 Attaok;a by l,\b!lri.Jd.nal.11 9n white men. Cent;r!ll, Australia. 
(21 ,S._lling of abor!ginal.11 by .:Police and otheri'l, central 

Au11tra11e.. 

Attaoka bz aboriginals on white men. 
On three o<lGasions reoentlf aboriginals have e.'ttaoked 

white men in Central Australia, via, .llrookos, Morton 1111d !llilmouth, 
.llrgolte1s. 

, On or about 7th Attguet, 1928. ll'rederiolt Brc,oltes, rm 
elderl;t pro111lootor, was 111urder111d bf ab111rlginals near lfonillton 
Station, about 100 mile& from Alice $prings. 

It is reported that a lubra ns sent into �rookes1 
O!llllp to ask for food, Awaiting a favorable opportun1tt, !be 
grappled with Brookes and cal.lei to tlu! aborigimle. The latter 
rushed upon l3rooltee and murdered blm, w1th boomerangs, nulla 
nullll.s amd other weapons. lt 1s stated that the number of 
aborigin,,;,le 111 the part.v wa111 50. 

burrow, 
!llhe aboriginale brt.ried Brookes' body in a rabbit 

It is alleged that the aboriginals oame from the 
West with the intention of attooking and robbing a settler named 
Stafford, When nearing Stafford's station, they killed one of 
hie bullocks and were snn oarr.ving the meat away by Brookes. 
lt is thought ·that !Ji'Ookes was llmrderei to prevent him from 
giving warning to f.ltaff.ord &1d :reporting to him the killing of 
the bfil.lock. 

In the Ad&laidt Register of the 14th August· 11128, 
l>r, Baeedow ii, repo nod to lw:re sa1d that the abo r.l.gina!. l!I res
poZ1111ible for the killing of Brooltea were strangers to the dis
trict, \!!hey were known a111 the Wonga l'Uoha and the l'itllllda
tribes and C!llll8 frotn somewhere near the ll'estertt Australia
border. !l!bo;r had a bad l'opt1tation and hu ir ev1ou1111, on two
oooae1on11.

1 
e.ttaolced wli1te men, Mr. Ernest Giles a:nd Mr. :r.R.

Georgo. · '.l!he la ttor was attacked 111 1906. 
Morton. 

w. Morton, a settler in Oentral AUetralla• ste.te4
that on the 27th Auguet, 19211, he left hill m1d.n camp to go to a 
waterhols

1 
Jl'7 miles &.W88, where he had s:, me cattle running. On 

arrival a� the nte:rhole he fOund a large numbtr of e.bori�inale 
011+111plllf there. llelllf eu.a:piciou11 of tht notion• of thlllle aborigi• 
nals, he watered the horses and prooe.aed to a llpot about a mile 
awe;g to oanw. In the mGi'ning three sbor.l.ginale came to his osmp 
and e.aklld for tobacco u/l. meat. · As he was handing some meat to 
thom, one slipped bo'hind him and pinned hi!! arms and tlle other 
two attacked him. Other aboriginals were not1ced l'll.!!h1ng out of 
the 111,�ree to a111eiat in the attaolii. Re i'Ought them off

1 
after 

receiving severe worulda Until he reached hill swag in wi. 10h he 
kept his revolviu•. :Sf lhia time ht '11111-11 su.rrountl.eil. by abor1ginala 
and was etruok eeveral heuvf blows. tte 11eoured his revolver and 
fir.a sev•ral ehot1h !l!ha abot1ginals then male of:!\ ln a dazed 
condition he reached hill iil&in oamp fm Iii whioh he was unable to 
move for a wtelt, He tventUal.ly reached Ti-tree Well where he 
received medical attention from the l'.nland Miseton • 
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(kl His 

(ll He 

instructions to Murray were to avoid bloodshed as much 
as possible, but under no circumstances to jeopardise 
the lives of the police party. 

would endeavour to obtain statements fro.m each of the 
members of the party accompanying Murrey, but it Vli.11 
be some weeks before he can·interview them. 

(ml He has every reason to believe that Murray's reports are 
truthful in detail. 

p 19.11.28 




